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In the strongest tournament in Oklahoma in 
several years, Advait Patel overcame a field of 
four masters and five experts to win the 51st 
Annual Jerry Spann Memorial, held July 13-14, 
in Oklahoma City. 

In the key matchup of the event, Patel (2551) 
defeated Jeffrey Haskel (2359) our newly-
minted Okie who arrived here recently from 
Florida. In round 4 Patel  drew a tough battle 
with Howard Zhong (2307), and in the last 
round defeated TX expert Matthew Lofton 
(2119) to finish first with 4½/5 points.  

Patel went home with the $600 first prize.  
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Advait Patel 

Haskel bounced back to finish alone in 2nd 
place with 4/5, scoring wins over Tom 
Patton (2096) and Matt Dalthorp (2063). 
The prize was $225. 

 
Haskel vs. Patton, round 4, with NM Mark Hulsey looking on. 

He might well have been joined at 2nd place 
by the young Texas expert Andy Woodward 
(2070). Nine-year old Andy was very 
impressive, with a rather serious style and 
approach to the game, unlike most scholastic 
youths. He defeated Matt Lofton in round 2, 
drew with Howard Zhong in round 3, had a 
4th-round bye. Had he won his last round 
game with Joe Veal he would have tied for 
2nd, but in a 100-move marathon Joe hung on 
to draw a complicated pawn-down opposite-
bishop 
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Nine-year old Andy Woodward 

Woodward also won the OCA Oklahoma Open in 
late June, so he is the real deal. 

It used to be that a nine year old with such 
results would have been called a prodigy and 
been a sensation in the chess media; but 
nowadays it seems commonplace. Still, he 
reminds me of Jeffrey Xiong at this age, and it 
is no stretch to predict he will be a 
grandmaster someday. 

The “A” Prize of $180 was split between Chris 
Dooley (1863), Joe Veal (1945), and Kevin 
Chen (1911). 

 
Kevin Chen 

Kevin Chen is from New Jersey and was playing 
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here as part of his quest to play tournaments 
in all 50 states. He had a great event, 
including a draw with Zhong in round 1, and a 
win over Luke Tran (1951) in the last round. 
From here he went on to play in the Kansas 
Open the following weekend. 

The RESERVE Section was very hard fought 
with many quality games and more than its 
share of upsets. 

Among our special participants in this section 
was Jon Haskel (1658), who not only is 
Jeffrey Haskel’s father but is also well known 
as one of the leading national tournament 
directors for USCF and FIDE. In 2008 Jon 
assisted Frank Berry in directing the  huge 
qualification tournament for the U.S. 
Championship (held later that year) in Tulsa. 
(See photo). That was the strongest open 
tournament ever held in Oklahoma. Don’t 
believe me? See crosstable here: 
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?200803306631-
12810540 

 
Jon Haskel in 2008 

The Reserve Section ended in a three-way tie 
for first between John Williams III (1528), 
Omar Abouzahr (1431), and young Preston 
Koloen (1115), all with 4-1 scores ($205 
each).  

Preston is another very young player who 
impresses with his attitude and play. He 
defeated two class B players rated 500 points 
higher than him on the final day. He gained 
well over 200 rating points this event and will 
no doubt be a player to watch in the future. 
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Preston Koloen 

Omar also gained 120 points here with his 
performance.  

 
Omar Abouzahr 

 
Gabe Coss playing with his handmade Dubrovnik set. 
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The NOVICE Section, featuring eight (!) unrated newcomers, many of whom were scholastic kids 
(great to see), was nevertheless dominated by two adults. 

Benjamin Cassidy (unr) was playing in his first tournament but showed excellent skills and won 
with 4½ points, which included a 3rd-round bye. He won $200. His initial rating of 1490 from this 
event is quite high for a first rating but seems well deserved. 

Veteran player Martin Barrett played solidly to finish in clear 2nd place with 4/5. He defeated 
young talent Stuart Flexner-bury in the last round to win $135. 

The new venue for this event was the very pleasant Residence Inn by Marriott (near N. 
MacArthur and Kilpatrick Turnpike). The new hotel had a comfortable large lounge and skittles 
area, and great hotel suites with full kitchens at a chess rate of just $99, a real bargain. The 
only drawback was that the playing room was a little small and cramped with 55 players. 
Probably the max comfortable number of participants there would be 60. But since the norm for 
players in Oklahoma has fallen all the way to 50 as the average for an event like this, perhaps it 
will be okay. We hope to have more events there in the future. 

The 51st Jerry Spann Memorial was organized by Jim Berry, and the TDs were him, Tom 
Braunlich, and Bart Gibbons. 

Full crosstables are linked here: 
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?201907140832-16302012 

Games are below starting on page 6, and I hope to have more next issue. 
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For the fourth straight year, Jack Easton 
(2329) won the Kansas Open championship, 
with 4½ points. The event at the Holiday Inn 
East in Wichita, July 19-21, included the main 
event with three 

 
Jack Easton (right) with TD Brian Yang. 

Tied for 2nd were Joseph Serwadda (KS), Jason 
Wawrzaszek (KS) and Frank Smith (MO) with 
4/5. Okie Jim Huang tied with Tony Bergida 
and Sameeth Shesheppa for the U1900 prize. 

Neil Naputo, former Okie who is now living in 
Kansas also did well. The Reserve section was 
won by scholastic players Ryan Duan, Sky 
Moerlien, and Solomon Wu with 4/5. Shawn 
Treiber won the Amateur section with 5/5.  

The Bughouse tourney with 11 teams was 
won “as usual” by the experienced bug team 
of Tony Dutiel and Ben Gradsky.  

The Blitz event on Friday was won by 
Colorado player Daniel Herman with 8½/10.  

Here are two games by the winner. 

Complete crosstables are here: 
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?201907213832.1-15393083 
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Sheshappa, Ankith (1951)  
Easton, Jack (2326) [D02] 
2019 Kansas Open (1), 24.07.2019   [TB] 

 [19.Kb1] 19...Bf6 20.Rh6 
cxd4 21.Rdh1 dxc3 22.Rxh7 cxb2+ 23.Kd2 
Qb4+ 24.Ke2 b1Q! Winning a piece while 
trading queens too.  25.Rxb1 Qe4+ 0-1 
 
Serwadda, Joseph (1999) 
Easton, Jack (2326) [A00] 
2019 KS Open (3), 24.07.2019   [TB] 
1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.c4 dxc4 4.Nc3 [4.e3] 
4...a6 5.a4 Nc6 6.e3 Na5! 7.Ne5 Be6 
8.Qc2 c6 9.Be2 g6 10.0-0Bg7 11.Rd1 0-
012.e4?! Nb3 13.Be3 Nxa1 14.Rxa1 Qc7 
15.Nxc4 Bxc4 16.Bxc4 Ng4 17.e5 Nxe3 
18.fxe3 Rad8 19.Ne4 Qb6 20.Rf1  

 
20…Bxe5! An instructive moment. White's 
center control was giving some 
compensation for the exchange, so Easton 
converts the game to a different imbalance 
in which white's center is destroyed. 
21.dxe5 Qxe3+ 22.Nf2 Qxe5 R+3P vs BN, 
but black's pawns are solid and the two 
pieces lack the activity needed, so black is 
winning. 23.h3 Qg5 24.Qb3 b5 25.axb5 
cxb5 26.Be2 Rd4 27.Bf3 Rfd8 28.Bb7 Rd2 
29.Ng4 Rf8 30.Ne3 Qe5 31.Nd1 a5 32.Bf3 
Rfd8 33.Be2 Rxe2 34.Qxf7+ Kh8 35.Nf2 
Re1 36.Rxe1 Qxe1+ 37.Kh2 Qe5+ 38.Kg1 
Rc8 39.Nd3 Qd4+ 40.Nf2 Qf6 0-1 
 

Jack Easton wins his 
4th Kansas Open 
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FROM THE JERRY SPANN MEMORIAL 
 
Haskel, Jeffrey (2359)  
Patel, Advait (2551)    [A49] 
2019 Jerry Spann Memorial (3.1), 13.07.2019 
[TB] 
This game between the newly arrived master 
playing in his first Oklahoma tournament since 
2008 was closely watched! 
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.g3 c5 4.Bg2  
[Advait has played this before:  4.d5 b5 5.Bg2 
Bg7 6.0-0 Bb7 7.c4 d6 8.Nc3 b4 9.Na4 0-0 
10.a3 a5 11.Bf4 Nbd7 12.Qc1 Re8 13.Bh6 Bh8 
14.Bh3 Bc8 15.axb4 axb4 16.Qf4 Ne5 17.Bxc8 
Nxf3+ 18.exf3 Rxc8 19.Rad1 Nd7 20.b3 Ne5 
21.Kg2 e6 22.h4 exd5 23.Rxd5 Re6 24.Rfd1 Qc7 
25.Qd2 Qc6 26.Nb2 Rce8 27.Bf4 Ra8 28.Nd3 
Nxd3 29.Qxd3 Bd4 30.h5 Ra2 31.Rd2 Rxd2 
32.Qxd2 Qe8 33.h6 Qe7 34.Rxd4 cxd4 35.Qxd4 
f6 36.Qd5 Kf7 37.Bd2 Qa7 38.Bxb4 Qb6 39.Ba3 
Qa6 40.Bb2 Qa2 41.Qb7+ Re7 42.Qd5+ Re6 
43.c5 dxc5 44.Bc1 Qa6 45.Be3 Qc6 46.Qc4 g5 
47.Qc2 Kg8 48.g4 Re5 49.Bd4 Rd5 50.Qc4 Kf7 
51.b4 Kg6 52.Bxc5 f5 53.gxf5+ Rxf5 54.Qe4 

 ]  
4...cxd4 5.Nxd4 Bg7 6.Nc3!?  
[Probably played to get Advait out of the book, 
but looks awkward blocking the c-pawn. More 
common has been to play for an English-type 
position with c2-c4,i.e.:  6.0-0 0-0 7.c4 1-0 
(52) Kamsky,G (2741)-Ramirez,A (2551)/Saint 
Louis 2013]  

2

6...d5 7.Bg5 Nc6 8.Qd2 h6 9.Be3 Ne5! 
10.b3 Forced, but now black is weak on the 
dark squares. 10...Neg4 11.h3 Nxe3 
12.Qxe3 0-0 Black is now ready to play 
...e5, which would be quite strong, and so 
white is compelled to make another 
weakening pawn move.  
13.f4 Qd6 14.0-0 Bd7 15.Rad1 Rac8 
Awkward pressure on the c-file appears. 
16.Rd3 Rc5 17.Qd2 Qb6 18.Kh2 Rfc8 
19.Rc1? Trying to cover c2 so that the N on 
c3 can move, but it is overlooking a nice 
combination by black. Still, white's position 
was already very awkward and it is hard to 
suggest something positive. Perhaps... 
[19.Na4? Bxa4 20.bxa4 Ne4 21.Bxe4 dxe4 
22.Rb3 Qa6-+; 19.a4 intending Ncb5 might 
be best, but 19...a6 20.Nb1 Nh5 21.Na3 e5! 
with a big initiative for black.]  

 
19...Rxc3! 20.Rxc3 Rxc3 21.Qxc3 Ne4 
22.Qd3  
[22.Bxe4 Bxd4 23.Qe1 dxe4 wins;  
Black also had to calculate 22.Bxe4 Bxd4 
23.Qd2 Be3! (23...dxe4? 24.Rd1=)] 22...Bxd4 
23.Qd1 e5 24.Bxe4 dxe4 25.Qd2 Bc6 26.c3 
Bg1+! 0-1 
 
Hulsey, Mark (2222)  
Patton, Tom (2100)   [B11] 
2019 Jerry Spann Memorial (3.2), 13.07.2019 
[TB] 
1.e4 c6 2.Nc3 d5 3.Qf3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nd7 
5.d4 Ndf6 6.Bd3 Nxe4 7.Qxe4 Nf6 8.Qh4 
Bf5!= 9.Bxf5 Qa5+ 10.Bd2 Qxf5 11.0-0-0 
Qg4 12.Qxg4 Nxg4 13.Nh3 e6 14.Rhe1 Bd6 
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JEFFREY HASKEL 
The newly-arrived master from Florida joins 
our top 25 list above in place 2, and finished 
2nd in his first Okie tournament since 2008. 

3

15.f3 Nf6 16.Bf4 Bxf4+ 17.Nxf4 0-0 18.c4 
Rfd8 19.Kc2 b5 20.b3 Rac8 21.Kc3 a5 
22.Nd3 [22.a4 b4+ 23.Kc2≤] 22...b4+ 23.Kc2 
Rxd4 24.Nc5 Rxd1 25.Rxd1 Kf8 26.Nb7 Ke7 
27.Nxa5 Rc7 White's combination 
unbalanced the pawn structure but led to the 
N being almost trapped out of play, so he has 
to weaken some squares to get it back. 28.c5 
Nd7!? [28...Nd5 29.Rd2=] 29.Rd6 [29.Rd4!? 
Nxc5 30.Rxb4 e5 31.Nc4 f6 32.a4≤] 29...Nxc5 
30.Rxc6 Kd7 31.Rxc7+ Kxc7 32.Nc4 f6 
33.a4 bxa3 34.Nxa3 e5 35.Kc3 Ne6 36.Nc2 
Kc6 37.Kc4 h5 38.b4 h4  

 
Don't be deceived by the apparent simplicity 
of this ending. It is very tricky and Hulsey 
was showing lots of variations after the 
game. 39.Ne3 [39.b5+ Kb6 40.Ne3 Nf4 41.h3 
is I think what Hulsey was saying was his 
alternative that he eventually rejected, 
trying to make a standoff on the kingside and 
use his outside passed pawn.

39...h3!? 40.b5+ Kb7 41.gxh3 Ng5 42.h4 
Nxf3 43.h5 Nd4! [43...Nxh2? 44.Nf5 Ng4 
45.Nxg7±] 44.Ng4 Ne6 [44...Kb6 45.Nxf6 
gxf6 46.h6 Nf5! 47.h7 Nd6+ 48.Kd5 Nf7 
49.Ke6 Ng5+ 50.Kxf6 Nxh7+ 51.Kxe5 Kxb5=] 
45.h6 gxh6 46.Nxf6 [46.Nxh6 would I think 
be the last winning chance, getting another 
passed pawn to work with. 46...Nf4 47.h4 
Kb6 48.Ng4 Nh5 49.Ne3≤ Black's N is not well 
placed on the rim, but probably still should 
be a draw.] 46...Nd4 47.Ng4 Nf3 48.h3 h5 
49.Nf2 Kb6 50.Ne4 h4 51.Kb4 Ng1 52.Ng5 



 

 

White to move and win.   (Easy) 
 

White to move and win.   (Difficult) 
 

Answers Next 
Page 
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e4 53.Nxe4 Nxh3   ½-½  
 
Patton, Tom (2100)  
Haskel, Jeffrey (2359) [A50] 
2019 Jerry Spann Memorial (4.2), 
14.07.2019   [TB] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 g6 5.0-0 
Bg7 6.c4 d6 7.Nc3 Nbd7 8.Qc2 0-0 9.e4 c5 
10.d5 a6 11.a4 Qc7 12.h3 Rae8 13.Bd2 
[13.Bg5 e6 14.Rfe1 h6 15.Bd2≤] 13...e6 
14.Rae1 Re7 Black is the one who controls 
the time when there is a capture on d5, so 
he intends doubling on the e-file first. 
15.b3?! [I think white should also double on 
the e-file in anticipation of its opening, i.e. 
15.Re3 Rfe8 16.Rfe1 and white is ready to 
recapture on d5 with the e-pawn and keep 
an annoying small edge, i.e. 16...Bh6 
17.R3e2 Bg7 18.Bg5 exd5 19.exd5 Rxe2 
20.Rxe2≤] 15...Bc8!? 16.Ng5!? [Threatening 
to destabilize black's pawns with dxe6 now 
that black can't retake with the R. White 
could get easy equality with 16.dxe6!? Rxe6 
17.Ng5 Re7 18.Nd5 Nxd5 19.exd5 Rfe8 
20.Rxe7 Rxe7 21.Re1=] 16...e5!? [16...exd5 
17.Nxd5 Nxd5 18.exd5 would have been 

5

drawish, so Haskel instead keeps the game going 
at the cost of accepting a cramped position.] 
17.Nf3 Ne8 18.Nh4 Nb8 Black rushes to play 
...f5 in time to stop white's kingside plans. 19.f4 
exf4 20.gxf4 f5 21.exf5 gxf5? [A mistake.  
21...Bf6! 22.Nf3 (22.Nxg6?!) 22...Bxf5 with a 
good game for black.] 22.Kh2± Bf6 23.Nf3 Ng7 
24.Rxe7 Qxe7 25.Re1 Qf7 26.Ng5 Qg6 27.Qd3 
[27.Ne6!±] 27...Kh8 Now black gets counterplay 
on the g-file and the outcome is unclear again. 
28.Ne6 Rg8 29.Qf3 

 
…Continued on page 15 
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(1) A mating pattern worth remembering occurs after 1. Qxg7+! Kxg7 2. Bh6+ Kg8 and now 
3. Rg6+!! and whichever way black recaptures 4. Nf6 will be mate.
 
(2)  This is a classic known for its incredible mating finale. 1. Rb7! Qxb7 2. Bxg6+ Kxg6 3. 
Qg8+ Kf5 4. Qg4+ Ke4 5. Qh5+ Rf5 (5…f5 then 6. Qh8+) 6. f4+ Bxf4 7. Qxe2+! Bxe2 8. Re4+ 
dxe4 9. d4 mate!  
White has only a pawn left, but it is mate. Marvel at the joys of chess! 

Visit 
www.ocfchess.org 
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WEBSITE 

Chess Journalists of America (2016) 
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Chess Coaching 
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Tom Braunlich 
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• 

Personal lessons available at a 
Reasonable Price 

• 
Intermediate (1400+) or Advanced (1800+) 
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tom.braunlich@cox.net 
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 Veronika Zilajeva played in the U.S. 
Girl’s Junior Invitational Championship, 

July 10-20, 2019, in St. Louis, a 10-player 
round robin featuring all the top ‘girl’ 
players. Despite the lowest rating she finished 
in 9th place, with wins over Maggie Feng 
(2325) and youngster Rachael Li of Dallas. 

Currently Veronika is attending USC in Los 
Angeles, studying engineering. 

 
Zilajeva defeats Feng (2325) (Photo: St. Louis Chess Club) 

 

Advait Patel did not play in the U.S. Junior 
Championship this year due to a conflict with 
his family’s travel plans to India. 

He will be attending college in Toronto, but 
promises to be back here to visit frequently. 

 

 

2

Lou Hays’ article about his two 
meetings with Bobby Fischer, which 
originally appeared here in OCM (see 

the June 2017 issue of Oklahoma Chess 
Monthly, linked here: http://ocfchess.org/pdf/OCM-

2017-06-01.pdf ) is being reprinted this month in 
AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE, the high-quality 
chess periodical. 

His article discusses meeting with Fischer in 
1992 and being part of a fortunate 
impromptu group of well-wishers who 
together helped the great but anguished 
champion to consider and finally agree to 
play his “return match” with Boris Spassky 
later that year. Lou’s article corrected the 
record on some details from previous 
reporting, and provided great insights into 
Fischer’s condition at the time. 

The ACM reprint is part of a general issue on 
Fischer’s Legend. The magazine always has 
great articles and fantastic photos and 
graphics, and is highly recommended. Link: 

https://www.acmchess.com 
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Tom Patton submitted these interesting and 
candid notes for his tough last-round game 
with Chris Dooley. 

Chris Dooley (1863) 
Thomas Patton (2096) 
Jerry Spann Memorial 2019   [B13] 
Oklahoma City (5), 28.07.2019 

[Notes by Tom Patton] 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.Bd3 
Black had not prepared much for the exchange 
variation, expecting to work out everything at 
the board.  But it’s not that simple! Fischer’s 
well known game has always been a powerful 
example, but in addition there is a beautiful 
Yudasin game that seems little known.    
4...Nc6 5.c3 Nf6 6.Bf4 g6 7.Nf3 Bg7 8.0-0 0-0 
9.Re1 Nh5      
Black decided against the well-known Bf5 idea 
and expected to get some traction harassing 
the bishop — which is NOT the idea of Nh5.  An 
equation of sorts seems appropriate here: Lack 
of prep equals loss of thread!    
10.Bg5 Qc7      
Weak. Stronger was …f6 intending …e5, or even 
just …Bg4 right away.  But Black was not 
expecting difficulties.  The weakness of d5 led 
Black to calculate several times the impacts of 
a c3-c4 by White.  It never seemed to work but 
contributed to an inordinate use of time.    
11.Nbd2 Bg4 12.h3!  
Surprise! Suddenly Black realized 12...Bxf3 
13.Qxf3 e6? 14.g4 would be very bad.  
Somewhat better would be 13...Rad8 14.g4 Nf6 
15.Re2 but the pressure on the e-file is 
unpleasant.    
12...Be6      
Black chooses a move that is  worse than a 
trade or a full retreat.  It was difficult to 
reconcile expectations and acknowledge 
difficulties.    

2

13.Nb3      
In contrast White’s play is forthright, logical 
and appealing. The Knight threatens to land 
at c5 hitting a soft spot at b7 and harassing 
the bishop at e6.    
13...Rae8      
Black admits the bishop should go to c8 and 
tries to avoid locking in the rook.    
14.Qd2 
Cementing a bind. 
14...Bf6 
Better was just Bc8 as originally intended.  
Black is hoping for a trade to ease the 
pressure.  An extra f-pawn would also come in 
handy keeping a Knight off of g5. The pawn 
structure may look optically bad but is 
survivable if remaining pieces gain activity. 
15.Bxf6 
Too compliant.  There have been few 
opportunities to criticize White up to this 
point.  But better is Bh6 or Be3 keeping 
bishops on.    Black has created a traffic jam 
for himself on the kingside and White should 
try to take advantage of it. Imagine a position 
with white Queen on h6, white knight on g5 
and pawn on g4 and you start getting an idea.    
15...exf6 16.Nc5 Bc8      
Per plan.   

  
17.Bf1 
Excellent play! The bishop makes way to 
recycle the Knight on c5.    
17...Rxe1 18.Rxe1 Rd8      
Black traded the pair of rooks to reduce 
dynamic possibilities. Also the rook on f8 
actually seemed weaker than the rook on a1.  
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Black hopes to hold the technical ending.    
19.Nh2      
Excellent play!    
19...Kg7  
A risky decision — hoping to minimize 
concessions and tempt White to something 
approaching a mistake.    
20.Ng4 Qf4 21.Qe2 Qd6 22.Nd3 Nf4 23.Qd2      
Well played! Black did not anticipate this 
switchback    
23...h5      
After the game Black believed this was not 
helpful.  My computer program Smallfish 
insists however it is as good as anything.  The 
analogy of a knife fighter in a pitch-dark room 
seems to apply.    
24.Qxf4 Qxf4 25.Nxf4 hxg4 26.h4 
Smallfish considers this a significant error, 
coughing up most of White’s advantage.  The 
reason why, verbalized, is it offers a hook for 
counterplay via a g6-g5 pawn break. Black 
however did not catch the significance during 
the game.    
26...Bf5      
Black counters with an equally bad response.  
Much better was 26...g5!    
27.Bd3 Bxd3 28.Nxd3 Kf8      
Waste of time.    
29.Kh2  
The monarch enters the fray to force kingside 
concessions.    
29...f5 30.Kg3 Kg7 31.Kf4 Kf6 

 
The unlikely kingside pawn structure makes 
one think of a folding ladder extending itself - 
kind of like a fire escape, but in the wrong 

4

direction.    
32.g3      
A concession.  f3 would have been better.  
The pawn on g3 now offers a hook for a later 
f5-f4 and a White f2-f3 is forever less strong.    
32...Rd6 33.Ne5 Nd8 
Black needs both pieces to hold the position 
together.  
34.Ke3 Ne6 35.Rh1 
This is not effective. Smallfish thinks the 
Black Knight should head for h5.  During the 
game however Black determined it was 
needed to pressure the d-pawn and prevent 
the c4 break.    
35...Rd8 36.b3      
Better was 36.h5!    
36...Kg7      
Now Black reorganizes and drives out the 
Knight.    
37.Rd1 f6      
Black has equalized.    
38.Nd3 Rc8      
Black used a lot of time earlier in the game 
trying to sort out difficulties.  Now Black 
picks up the pace and tries to generate 
momentum in changing the trend of the 
game.    
39.Kd2 Rc6      
Quickly played, but weak.  Better was g5!    
40.Rc1 Kf7 41.Ke3      
The King is not well placed here    
41...Rd6 42.Nf4      
Not a good idea.  Now Black gets active. 
 42...Nxf4 43.Kxf4 Re6      
A mate threat! How refreshing!    
44.f3 gxf3     Black rejected 44....Re2 45.fg 
missing the switchback 45....Re4+!  But what 
was played seems just as good.    
45.Kxf3 Re4 46.Rd1 g5      
Black is still holding the balance.    
47.h5      
Bad mistake! Black would have a big 
advantage after the reply 47....f4!  58.gf 
Rxf4+ 59.Kg3 Rh6. But Black had formed an 
expectation  of drawing by attacking and 
liquidating White’s queenside pawns, and did 
not look further.    
47...g4+      
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Back to even.    
48.Kf2 f4 49.gxf4 Rxf4+      
This mistake throws the advantage back to 
White.  Much better was 49....f5!  
   
50.Kg3      
Now the h-pawn survives, tying the Black King 
down.  Black is compelled to desperate actions 
to liquidate White pawns.  Quite frankly, Black 
is losing.    
50...Rf3+ 51.Kxg4 Rxc3 52.Rd2      
Weakly played.  This move halves the White 
advantage for a very simple and instructive 
reason: it gives the Black rook crucial 
additional checking distance from the White 
first rank, and wastes a tempo doing it.    
52...Rc1 53.Rd3      
This does nothing to support the passed h 
pawn.  Better was Rh2 immediately. The game 
is now almost even again.    
 
The players were getting into time pressure. 
 
53...Rg1+ 54.Rg3 Rh1 55.Rh3      
Smallfish recommends Rc3.  Its not really 
stronger but is a little trickier to meet in time 
trouble.    
55...Rd1 56.h6 Rxd4+      
Black hammers out a weak reply.  Far better 
was Kg6!  Black simply missed the point: if 
57.h7 Rd4+  58.Kg3 Rd3+ 59.Kg4 Rxh3 and the 
h pawn falls.  Now White is again on the verge 
of winning.    
57.Kf5 Kg8 58.Kxf6 Kh7 59.Ke5 Rd2 60.a4 
Rd1      
A waiting move,  quickly played with 
confidence!  Fresh scoresheet in hand.  
Nevertheless weak.  The reader can be 
confident Black is still lost.  But so long as we 
play human beings neither confidence nor 
hope should ever be considered misplaced.   
61.Rh4 Rb1 62.b4      
Smallfish marvels that Black continues to play 
on.    
62...d4     The only move to continue the 
fight!  The King cannot take, so the rook must 
take and the h pawn falls.    
63.Rxd4 Kxh6 64.Kd5      

6

Heading in the wrong way, but not crippling 
the win  - yet.    
64...Kg6 65.Kc5      
Throws away the win.  Smallfish 
recommends Rc4 followed by Kd6  The 
drawing idea now is to force off a White 
pawn, saccing the last Black pawn in the 
process, to reach a fortress.    
65...Kf6 66.Rd7  
 

 
66…Rc1+?      
Throws the last chance away.  66....b6+ 
would make the draw clear.  Black is again 
lost.   [66...b6+ 67.Kb5 a6+!=]  
 
67.Kb5 a6+ 68.Ka5 b5 69.axb5 Ke6 70.Rd2 
axb5 71.Kxb5 Rb1      
During the game Black believed this threw 
away the draw by not playing 71....Rc8!   
 
It is a better try, but with exact play it still 
loses.  71....Rc8 72.Ka6!! deprives the Black 
rook of sufficient checking distance to hold 
back White by frontal attack.  Now the game 
really is over. 
 
72.Kc5 Rh1 73.b5 Rh8 74.Kc6 Rc8+ 75.Kb7 
Rc1 76.b6 Ke5 77.Kb8 Rb1 78.b7 Rb3 
79.Rc2 Kd6 1-0 
 
Chris played an excellent game! Looking 
forward to our next one… 
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Aug 10-11   BRIAN’S BIRTHDAY BASH                         Olathe KS 
12080 S Strang Line Rd, Olathe, KS (Kansas City) $800 prize fund. 

Aug 17 / Aug 24  STEVE WHARRY “ConSat” CLASSIC         Tulsa OK  

 Rounds: 10:30am – 3:00pm each day. BYES: 
Two ½-point byes for either day if you can’t make it to one of the game days. Entry Fee: $30 for both days, $20 
per day if you can only play one day. Adv. Entries via PayPal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich Adv. Entries by Mail: 
T.Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch Ave, B.A. OK 74011. Info: tom.braunlich@cox.net LS W.  Free coffee and refreshments.  

Aug 29 – Sep 2  85th Annual SOUTHWEST OPEN                    Dallas TX 
Doubletree by Hilton DFW Airport North, 4441 W. John Carpenter Fwy., Irving, TX. For more 

info: Texas Chess Association, C/O Barbara Swafford, 2709 Longhorn Trail, Crowley, TX 76036. Info: Barb Swafford, 
214-632-9000, info@dallaschess.com www.dallaschess.com W. FIDE.  

Sep 21   CENTER-STATE QUADS #2                      Chandler OK  
G/45+15; Dual Rated 4-RR grouped by rating (3 total games with players near your rating in a round-robin.) 
Chandler Baseball Camp, 2000 Park Rd., Chandler, OK 74834 (One-hour drive from both OKC and 
Tulsa). REG.: 8:30am-9:45am. EF: (Entry includes pizza lunch.) (FREE Entry for new members to USChess, or 

those renewing membership at site after at least 18-month layoff.) EF: $20 cash or check at door, or advance entry 
by Paypal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich MAXIMUM: 32 Players at this Venue. If more than that preference goes to 
advance entries, first arrivals. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net Rounds: 1-10:00; Lunch-12:15; 2-1:00; 3-
3:15. Web: www.ocfchess.org Free coffee and refreshments. 

Sep 28-29   2019 SPRINGFIELD OPEN                    Springfield MO 
5-SS, G/90,+30. Plaster Student Union Ballroom (3rd floor), 1110 E. Madison St., Springfield, MO 65897. One Open 
Section. Prizes: $160, $125, U1600 $100, U1400 $75, U1200 $50. 5.0 Bonus: $40. Prizes: b/25 non-scholastic 
entries. EF: $30 by 9/27, $40 at door. Scholastic (rating only) $15 by 9/27, $25 at door. Email entry accepted for 
lower rate. MCA membership required, OSA. Reg.: 8-9:30. Rounds: Sat 10, 2:30, 7; Sun 10:00, 2:30. Byes: One ½-
pt bye if requested before round 3. Ent: martin.stahl@joplinchess.org with cash on-site or mailed to Joplin Chess 
Club, 2609 

 Info: joplinchess.org, martin.stahl@joplinchess.org, 417-483-1554. 

Oct 12   NATIONAL CHESS DAY SPECIAL!                  Tulsa OK  

For More Tournament Info Visit the 
USCF Tournament Site: 

www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 
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29… Bh4 Attacking e1 and e6 at the same 
time. 30.Nxg7? [30.Rd1 Nxe6 31.dxe6 Bxe6 
32.Ne2 with good compensation for the pawn 
keeps white in the game.] 30...Bxe1 31.Bxe1 
Kxg7 32.Ne2 Nd7 33.Ng3 Nf6 34.Bf1 Ne4 
35.Bd3 Nxg3 36.Qxg3 Qxg3+ 37.Kxg3 Bd7 
38.Kf3 Kh6 39.Bh4 Re8 40.Kf2 Kg6 41.Kf3 
Kh5 42.Bf6 b5 43.cxb5 axb5 44.axb5 Kg6 
45.Bc3 Rb8 46.Ba5 Bxb5 47.Bc7 Rb7 48.Bxb5 
Rxb5 49.Bxd6 Rxb3+ 50.Ke2 c4 51.Be5 Rxh3 
52.d6 Rd3 0-1 
 
Coss, Gabe (1537)  
Parker, Mike (1577) [B23] 
2019 Jerry Spann Memorial (4.2), 14.07.2019 
 1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nd4 4.Bc4 e6 5.Nge2 
a6 6.a4 Ne7 7.0-0 d6 8.d3 Nec6 9.Re1 g5 
10.Nxd4 Nxd4 11.Ne2 Bg7 12.Nxd4 cxd4 13.f4 
gxf4 14.Bxf4 h5 15.Qd2 e5 16.Bg5 f6 17.Bh4 
Bh6 18.Qe2 Be3+ 19.Bf2 Bxf2+ 20.Qxf2 Qe7 
21.Rf1 Rf8 22.Qh4 Be6 23.Bxe6 Qxe6 24.Qxh5+ 

 
 
Dalthorp, Matt (2063) 
Hulsey, Mark (2222) [C75] 
2019 Jerry Spann Memorial (4.3), 14.07.2019 
[Braunlich] 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nge7 4.0-0 a6 
5.Ba4 d6 6.c3 h6 7.d4 Bd7 8.Be3 Ng6 9.Nbd2 
Be7 10.Re1 0-0 11.Nf1 Bg5!?  
[Black could trade some pieces to reduce his 
cramp with something like 11...Nh4 12.d5 
Nxf3+ 13.Qxf3 Nb8 (13...Nd4 14.cxd4 Bxa4 
15.dxe5 dxe5 16.Ng3≤) 14.Bxd7 Nxd7 15.Ng3≤ 
But the N comes to f5 with a slight edge for 
white. No doubt Hulsey was playing for a win 
and chose something more aggressive.]  
12.Nxg5 hxg5 13.g3 b5 14.Bb3 Qf6? [14...Na5 
to either trade off the annoying B or get some 
queenside counterplay going would have been 
better, i.e. 15.Qh5 Nxb3 16.axb3 g4] 15.Qh5 
Threatening Bxg5 winning black's Q, and thus 
forcing him into a very speculative N sacrifice. 
15...Nf4 16.gxf4 exf4 17.Bd2 Rae8 18.Qf3 
[18.Bc2 threat e4-e5. 18...g6 19.Qh6 looks 

7

winning.] 18...Qh6 19.Bd1 g6 This threat to 
move rooks to the h-file gives black some 
compensation for the piece, though perhaps 
still not enough. It compels white to give up a 
pawn to neutralize the h-file cleverly.  
20.h4!? Qxh4 21.Qh1 Bh3 22.Bf3 Kg7  
[22...g4 23.Bg2 g5 with some compensation 

  
23.Bg2 Rh8 24.Bxh3 Qxh3 25.Qxh3 Rxh3 
26.Kg2 Reh8  

 
Despite the extra piece for 2 pawns, this is 
not an easy ending to convert for white. 
Strangely, black's kingside pawn formation 
with two side-by-side doubled pawns, also 
occurred in the game Dooley-Patton in this 
tournament. When I was young this rare 
formation was dubbed the "Amoeba" because 
it has an ability to slither down the board. 
The black kingside initiative looks scary, but 
white's N is holding everything and white 
should be able to get effective play going on 
the queenside. 27.f3 R8h4 28.Rad1 g4 
29.fxg4 f3+ [29...g5! threatening ...Rd3 then 
...Rxg4 with two dangerous connected 
passers looks pretty good, i.e.: 30.Bc1 Kg6 
31.e5 dxe5 32.d5 f3+ 33.Kf2 Rxg4 with plenty 
of play for black.] 30.Kf2 Rxg4 31.Ne3 Rxe4 
32.Rh1! Reh4 33.Rxh3 Rxh3 34.Nd5 Black's 
pawns in this variation are not as mobile, and 
so he can't keep his initiative going any 
further and the position falls apart now. 
34...Na5 35.b3 g5 36.Nxc7 g4 37.Bf4 Nb7 
38.Ne8+ Kg6 39.Nxd6 Nd8 40.d5 f5 41.c4 
Rh7 42.c5 Rc7 43.b4 Ra7 44.Rh1 Nf7 
45.Nxf7 Rxf7 46.Rh6+ Kg7 47.Rc6 1-0 

GAMES FROM JERRY SPANN MEMORIAL … Continued 
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Lofton, Matthew (2110)  
Veal, Joe Dean (1955) [A84] 
2019 Jerry Spann Memorial (3.3), 13.07.2019 
[Notes by Joe Veal] 
1.d4 e6 2.c4 f5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3 d5 A reasonable 
alternative against this line, transposing to a 
Stonewall. It's not that great for black but white's 
setups after 4. e3 are a tad insipid. 5.Bd3 c6 
6.Qc2 Ne4 The reason for this is to not allow 
White to play cd, forcing Black to cd, which is a 
bad structure in the Stonewall. 7.Nh3 Bd6 8.f3 
Qh4+ 9.Nf2 Qxf2+ There may be better, but I 
figured that I had equality after the liquidation. 
10.Qxf2 Nxf2 11.Kxf2 0-0 12.Bd2 Nd7 13.a3 Nf6 
14.f4 [TB-This move is surprising. Black is not 
really threatening ...e5 here as d5 would become 
weak, i.e. 14.Ke2 e5 15.cxd5 Nxd5 16.Nxd5 cxd5 
17.Bb4! Bxb4 18.axb4 exd4 19.exd4. Good for 
white.] 14...Ne4+ 15.Nxe4 fxe4 16.Be2 e5 I was 
liking the position more for Black, I thought that 
Black may have had a slight pull. 17.dxe5 Bxe5 
18.Bc3 Bxc3 19.bxc3 Be6 Offer of a draw. My 
thought was that equality was achieved. I wanted 
to see if Lofton wanted to fight after blowing a 
winning advantage against Andy the previous 
round. 20.Rab1 b6 21.g4?! This was a gamble to 
try to win. 21...dxc4 22.Kg3 b5 [TB- Since white 
wants to play f4ñf5 and then penetrate with his 
king on the dark squares,  22...g6 prevents that 
and secures a slight edge for black. White would 
still have some compensation though with ideas of 
h2ñh4ñh5 and doubling on the h-file. So perhaps 
this line is not any better, and the text move might 
tempt white into further speculative play as 
happens in the game.] 23.Rhd1 Rfd8 24.f5 Rxd1 
25.Rxd1 Bd5 26.g5 [26.Kf4 a5 27.Rb1 g6 28.f6 h6 
29.h4 Kf7 30.g5=] 26...a5 27.h4 Kf7 28.Kf4 Rb8 
29.Ke5 Re8+ 30.Kd6 Rd8+ 31.Kc5 a4?! [TB- Joe 
says his winning chances after this "went to zilch" 
(even though Lofton later blunders. Black can try 
for more with 31...h6, which attempts to take 
advantage of white king's absence from the 
kingside to penetrate with a rook there. Joe was 
probably concerned then about 32.a4!? bxa4 
33.Ra1 and it looks like black's queenside is 
collapsing. But the computer finds and edge for 
black persisting after some precise moves here:  
33...hxg5 34.hxg5 g6! (34...Rh8 35.Rxa4 Rh3 
36.Rxa5 Rxe3 37.Ra7+ Kg8 38.Bh5!) 35.f6 Be6! 
36.Rxa4 Rd5+ 37.Kxc6 Rxg5 38.Bxc4 Bxc4 39.Rxc4 
Kxf6 It's probably still a draw though...] 32.Rf1 Rf8 
33.Bg4 Ke7 34.Bh3 h6 35.Bg2 hxg5 36.hxg5 Kd7 
37.Rh1? [This plan of Rh1-h7 is a blunder, allowing 

2

himself to fall into a mating trap. Please note 
Lofton didn't have to do this. He could sit and do 
nothing, but he was pushing for a win. 37.Rf4 Re8 
38.f6 gxf6 (38...Re5 39.Bh3+ Kc7 40.Rf5=) 
39.gxf6=] 37...Kc7 38.Rh7? [TB--  38.Rf1 does 
not save the situation as black can still set up the 
mating trap by lifting his R to e5:  38...Re8! 39.f6 
Re5 Threatening a discovered check followed by 
...Kd6 or ...Kb6 and ...c5 mate! 40.Rb1 Bf7+ 
41.Kd4 Kd6!] 38...Rxf5 39.Rxg7+ Bf7+ 40.Kd4 
[TB-White's king did all that work to penetrate, 
and now finds itself in a mating net! 40.Kb4 Kb6 
41.Bxe4 c5#] 40...Kd6 41.Kxe4 [41.Bxe4 c5#] 
41...Rf2! 42.Rxf7 Rxf7 43.Bh3 Re7+ [43...c5 
also wins.] 44.Kf4 b4! 45.cxb4 c3 46.Bf5 Rf7  
At this point, I had overlooked 46.Bf5 and thought 
that 44....b4 was a mistake due to a bad 
miscalculation with under 5 minutes on clock. 
47.g6  

 
 
47…Rxf5+ 48.Kxf5 c2?? [This changes the 
situation from Black having a winning position to 
a drawable Queen ending.   48...Ke7! as pointed 
out by IM Patel closes the deal.] 49.g7 c1Q 
50.g8Q Qxa3? [The final blunder. There is a 
perpetual check draw after: 50...Qf1+ 51.Ke4 
(51.Kg6 Qg2+ 52.Kf7 Qf2+=) 51...Qb1+ 52.Kd4 
(52.Kf3 Qf1+ 53.Ke4=) 52...Qd1+ 53.Kc3 Qc1+ 
54.Kd4 Qd1+=] 51.Qd8# 
1-0 
 I have to give Expert Lofton credit for his 
tenacity and his willingness to fight in tough 
travels. As I tell my U1000 students, chess games 
are not decided until checkmate appears.† For 
me, I have to double check my calculations 
before going into a forcing line like 44...b4  
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By IM John Donaldson 

REVIEW: 
Lasker Revisited  

by IM John Donaldson 

Emanuel Lasker was World Champion 
for a record 27 years but for much of 
the 20th century he enjoyed a mixed 
reputation. His name was nowhere to 
be found on Bobby Fischer’s lists of the 
top ten players of all time that 
appeared in 1964 and 1970 and there 
was a widespread, if mistaken, 
perception that he was nothing more 
than a tricky tactician who routinely 
escaped from shaky positions. 

How times have changed! Today Lasker 
is seen as one of the all-time greats 
who was far ahead of his time. What 
caused this transformation? Two 
things: modern emphasis on setting 
problems for the opponent while 
deemphasizing opening play – precisely 
Lasker’s bread and butter – and a 
series of first-rate books on him. 

American Grandmaster Andy Soltis, 
with his excellent Lasker Matters 
(Batsford 2005), started the ball rolling 
and was followed by the monumental 

 (Exzelsior Verlag 
2009) edited by Richard Forster, Stefan 
Hansen and Michael Negele. This 

2

massive 1072-page, 8 pound (!) hardback, written by 
a large team of experts, covers all aspects of the 
great Lasker’s life but is only available in German 
and in a limited run of 400 copies. An updated and 
somewhat different English language version of this 
book is set to appear in three volumes, with only the 
first: Emmanuel Lasker: Volume 1 Struggle and 
Victories World Chess Champion for 27 Years 
(Exzelsior Verlag 2018) published to date.  

 

 

"His chess credentials are impeccable, as he was 
World Champion for 27 years, longer than any other 
person. Moreover, he had what is often termed a 
'universal' style, in that he could handle all types of 
position well, and therefore a study of his games 
would benefit all aspects of the reader's style. His 

 

This Lasker omnibus is a bit of everything drawing 
together Lasker’s writings and annotations (some of 
which appears in English for the first time), plus 
original contributions including an examination of 
Lasker’s endgame instruction and studies by GM 
Karsten Müller.  

A partial list of the contents includes: 

• Lasker’s magazine London Chess Fortnightly 
(1892-93) 

• The Hastings 1895 tournament book 
• Common Sense in Chess (1896) 
• Lasker’s Chess Magazine (1904-1909) 
• A memorial tribute to Pillsbury, from The 

Chess Player’s Scrapbook (1906) 
•  Full coverage of the 1907 Lasker-Marshall and 
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1908 Lasker-Tarrasch W.C. matches. 
• The St. Petersburg 1909 tournament book 
• Lasker’s and Capablanca’s books on their 1921 title match 
• The discussion of the theory of Steinitz from Lasker’s Manual of Chess 

Emanuel Lasker: A Reader is not only concerned with his chess.  There are summaries and 
excepts from his philosophical works, a discussion of Lasker’s mathematical works and a look at 
Lasca, a checkers-like game invented by Lasker. 

Lasker’s first language was German, but as Andy Soltis points out in the Foreword, he had no 
problems expressing himself in English, something he shared with his predecessor Wilhelm 
(William) Steinitz. This comes through in the following passage written during a visit to Prague in 
1908. Lasker in just a paragraph paints a telling portrait of the man who nearly defeated him in 
a match two years later. 

“I am in Carl Schlechter’s room in his hotel in Prague. Neat order prevails. The only irregularity 
is a little heap of papers, books and letters on the table. He is at present trying to reconstruct 
upon a small traveling chess chessboard the game he considers his best at the tourney just 
concluded. While at work he is serious, and though he doubts whether he remembers the 
moves, he does so without missing the trail once. There is no pose in his attitude. He doubts 
himself, though, without reason, and is very charitable toward others. He is neat and simple in 
dress, manners and style of thinking – in his chess play, too, in which he is also ingenious”.  

If one has everything Lasker ever wrote about chess in their library, reads German with ease and 
has no need for Müller’s endgame article, the Foreword by Soltis and the non-chess 
contributions, then Emanuel Lasker: A Reader is not for them. However, one suspects that such 
people can be counted on both hands. For everybody else this labor of love by Taylor Kingston is 
a must buy and reasonably priced for a dense but neatly laid out book of 400 pages. 

Recommended 


