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Rollie Tesh Jr. — one of the most unique figures 
in Oklahoma chess from the Fischer-Boom Era — 
passed away suddenly earlier this month on 
January 6, at age 60.  

He was one of my best friends in chess and 
many other things, and if you didn’t know 
Rollie I hope this tribute might give you some 
appreciation of what a unique character he 
was, as well as a glimpse of the “chess scene” 
in Oklahoma in the 1970s. It will focus on his 
chess career and lifelong fascination with the 
game, but this was only one of his passions. 

Rollie “got into” chess at the time of the 
Fischer-Spassky Match in 1972, which inspired 
many youngsters of our age. This era of chess in 
Oklahoma was very active compared with 
today, with usually one 5-SS tourney per 
month, plus the North American Open (12-SS) in 
the summer, and active club play too. Even the 
smaller weekend swisses averaged 80-100 
players. It was the Fischer Boom. 
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For example, see this photo of a tournament 
in 1973 at the YMCA in Oklahoma City. 

 
(Source: Daily Oklahoman public photo archive).  

This was one of Paul Holt’s monthly events. 
$10 entry fee, $100 first place, $50 class 
prizes, big turnouts. 

In this photo, by the way, you can recognize 
George Hulburd (at the front table facing us 
on the left). Rollie Tesh is also visible — 
behind George’s head to the left, there is a 
player in a black shirt with blonde hair. That 
is Rollie.  

Next is another photo that shows another 
view of the same tournament playing hall 
from a different angle. So you can see how 
crowded the tournament was. Twice as big 
as the turnout we get these days. 

 
(Source: Daily Oklahoman public photo archive).  

For each of these Fischer-inspired players, 
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however, there was an initial hurdle they had 
to cross — finding out where to go to find 
tournaments in Oklahoma. Unless you knew 
somebody who knew about tournaments, you 
would have never known they existed back 
then, as they had no presence in the local 
news.  

Rollie Tesh was that “somebody who knew 
about tournaments” for me. He introduced me 
(and many others) into the world of chess. We 
went to the same high school in 1973 (BTW in 
Tulsa) and Rollie, who had played tournaments 
already, decided to see if he could start a 
school chess club. He put a notice in the school 
bulletin saying that anyone who is interested in 
chess should come to a meeting during lunch 
recess. I showed up for this. 

Also at that meeting was Albert Rine who was 
to become a teacher, lifelong USCF player, and 
one of the founders of OSCO. Unfortunately he 
passed away a few years ago. Fittingly, OSCO 
has named one of their annual tournaments 
after him as a memorial.  

Both Albert and I were pretty good as self-
taught but enthusiastic players, but otherwise 
had little knowledge. Rollie had received a 
challenge from players at Nathan Hale H.S. to a 
friendly match, and his goal was to put a team 
together. (Remember, there was no such thing 
as organized scholastic chess in those days). So 
Rollie invited a few of us to his house that 
weekend for a “crash course” in chess 
education. He taught us all the basic stuff we 
need to know about tournaments — how to use 
the clock and write down the moves, etc. — 
and then went on to teach some basic endgame 
theory and whatever else he considered 
essential. I still remember the basics of K+P vs. 
K because of his little tutorial on it. 

What I remember about this “training session” 
is Rollie’s method of teaching us stuff, which is 
typical of his personality. Rollie was a guy who 
loved intellectual challenges and puzzles of all 
kinds, which explains his fascination with 
chess. Even though he had been playing in 
tournaments for only 2 years, he relished his 
role of mentor on this occasion. For example, 
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the first thing he did was to ask us to close 
our eyes and visualize the chessboard while 
he would name off random squares around 
the board, “f5! … a1! … c6! …” etc. We were 
supposed to quickly say whether it was a light 
square or a dark square… this was his idea of 
a chess aptitude test, I guess. It was fun. 

Another thing that stands out to me about 
this training session was how quickly he could 
reset the board to the starting position. I 
swear he could do it in less than 10 seconds 
starting from any random jumble of pieces, 
using two hands. Blazing speed, to my mind. 
It’s the kind of thing only a newbie might be 
fascinated by, but I still remember it.  

We won our unofficial match with Hale, 
which was directed for us by Tulsa’s main 
chess TD Larry Broukal. I have been involved 
in chess ever since, so my chess addiction is 
all Rollie’s fault… 

 

Junior Championships in 1974-75 

Tesh was one of the leading junior players in 
the state, although he was a couple of years 
younger than the top-rated juniors, who were 
Class A players. Despite this, Tesh won the 
Oklahoma State Junior Championship in the 
spring of 1974: 

  
1974 State Jr. 
Championship Rtg.  

1 Rollie Tesh 1608 

2 George Trammell 1859 

3 Ted Grose 1764 

4 Reed Rohmiller 1336 

5 John Fingerlin 1624 

6 George Stewart 1802 

7 Ed Wilson 1558 

8 Tom Braunlich 1513 

9 Ken Seratte 1166 

10 Jim Fingerlin 1335 

11 Clifford Shock 1312 
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The strong tournament featured three future 
state champions and NMs (Ted Grose, who won 
the state championship in 1975 and 1977), 
George Trammell (several time winner in the 
1990s) and myself. Also in this group were two 
future 2100-players and two future Class A 
players. 

Rollie’s training for this tournament was typical 
of his personality — he set his sights on it and 
took it very seriously, starting months in 
advance by making notes on what openings his 
rivals played, and studying them. I served as his 
sparring partner in practicing what he wanted 
to spring on them in the openings. This 
thoughtful preparation exemplified how he did 
things throughout his life… settling upon what 
challenge he wanted to tackle next, and then 
working very deliberately toward it and quite 
often being successful because he was more 
prepared than others. 

It was much harder to improve in those days as 
the pace was much slower than today, without 
computer or Internet resources. Players were 
“on their own” in this part of the country, and 
Rollie had an instructive way of improving 
himself as a player by working on his own 
weaknesses.  

 

Chess and Sacrifice 

For example, some time in 1974 I remember he 
told me after doing poorly in a tournament that 
he thought he played too timidly against 
higher-rated players and needed to be more 
aggressive. He had noticed that he had 
overlooked opportunities for tactical shots or 

He asked us to close our eyes and 
visualize the chessboard while he would 
name off random squares around the 
board, “f5!... a1! … c6! …” etc. We were 
supposed to quickly say whether it was a 
light square or a dark square… this was 
his idea of a chess aptitude test….
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attacks in his games. Most of us after having 
that realization would choose to work on more 
tactical puzzles or perhaps do calculation 
exercises, etc. But instead, in typical Rollie 
style, he announced that in the next 
tournament he would force himself to sacrifice 
something in every game! It was a strong 
weekend swiss in Stillwater and I remember 
frequently walking over to watch his games to 
see if I could guess where he might be 
planning to sacrifice something! He managed 
to do it, and it worked well… he scored 3.5 
points out of 5 against some of the strongest 
Okie players. I have often told this story to my 
students, as playing too timidly is a common 
affliction for most players, myself included, 
that we must fight against. 

 
Tesh with his sisters Lisa and Lori, early ‘80s. 

Chess Justice 

After that tournament his play became hyper-
aggressive and he was a fearsome opponent for 
anyone around at the time, even though 
sometimes he went overboard and made ill-
advised attacks that crashed and burned. His 
whole life, even when I was playing blitz 
games with him decades later, he couldn’t 
resist jumping into an interesting sacrificial 
variation — and if I managed to refute his idea 
and win the game he would cry out, “That’s 
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not right! It should work! There is no justice 
in chess!” Then he would rack up the pieces 
at high speed to play again, hoping I would 
repeat the line. 

He also went his own way in the openings. As 
white he liked the King’s Indian Attack, but 
his own method was to begin with 1.d3 to 
confuse his opponents a little bit, rather than 
1. Nf3 as is more standard. 

 

The Tuxedo Gambit 

Tesh also won the state junior championship 
again in 1975. By this time some of the other 
higher-rated players had been graduated from 
high school and I was left as Rollie’s main 
rival, so I was on the receiving end of his 
preparation as his main obstacle to the next 
challenge he had set his sights on. 

For the 1975 junior event, he decided to 
come dressed in a full formal tuxedo! This he 
could do easily since his father owned a 
tuxedo rental shop (“Mr. Formal” in Tulsa). 
Rollie’s playful sense of humor sometimes 
came out at tournaments, including in 
“psychological warfare” against some 
opponents. This was always done for fun, not 
in a mean-spirited way, of course.  

Bill Sparks remembers he had discussed this 
with Rollie in advance of the event. Rollie 
said he wanted to do something extraordinary 
and was thinking of wearing a tuxedo. Bill 
says he suggested Rollie wear “farmer’s 
overalls” over the Tuxedo, to further increase 
the cognitive dissonance in his opponent’s 
eyes! Bill says Rollie said he would do so. 
Now, I don’t remember the overalls, but I do 

For the 1975 Junior Championship he 
decided to come dressed in a full formal 
tuxedo! This he could do easily since his 
father owned a tuxedo rental shop …
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know it was definitely odd playing against an 
opponent with a fluffy ruffled collar that 
looked like he was in-between dances at the 
prom… 

The key game was his brilliant win over me in 
round 4. I can safely call it brilliant; as if I 
showed it to you and said a grandmaster had 
played it you would totally believe me. I’ve 
annotated this game as the “Game of the 
Month” this month (see page 13) 

 

Chess and The Platters 

During his high school years Rollie was 
extremely active in tournament play, where 
his Topalov-like style led to feast-or-famine 
results. In those days traditional-style 
tournaments were even more grueling events 
than they are today. The time control we use 
now, G/90+30, was short compared to what 
we used then:  50moves/2hours, with 1 extra 
hour for each 25 moves after that. No time 
increment — if the game didn’t finish before 
the next round was to begin it would be 
“adjourned” and played out later that 
evening, usually after round 3 finished (about 
midnight).  

Tesh relished this format that provided lots of 
time to be creative over-the-board. He played 
in most Oklahoma tournaments and also 
travelled extensively to bigger events in the 
region, in Texas or Missouri or Kansas. He was 
able to do this when Dee Drake, an expert-
rated close friend of Rollie’s (who was a 
teacher at nearby Carver Middle School) got a 
little camper-back truck for the purpose of 
traveling out of state to tournaments. Often 
Drake and Tesh and other players would cram 
into this truck and travel to events out of 
town, or else Rollie would borrow it on his 
own. I went with Rollie on one of those 
excursions, to the Houston Open in 1976 one 
time, a long 8-hour drive. Drake had only one 
musical cassette tape on board – the greatest 
hits of The Platters, a ‘50s vocal group best 
known for the nice ballad “My Prayer.” We 
were driving all night to get to the tournament 
Saturday morning, and Rollie insisted on 
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playing the tape the whole time because he 
said if we turned it off the quiet would make 
him go asleep at the wheel. So it was do-wop 
Platters music over and over for hours. To 
this day, I can’t hear “My Prayer” without 
picturing the bland headlight-lit view through 
the windshield of that rickety old truck. We 
arrived a couple hours early in Houston so 
Rollie announced that he had never been in 
the ocean before and thus wanted to find a 
beach and stick his toe in the water so he 
could say he’d done that. Well, in Houston 
finding a beach is not easy to accomplish 
(you really need to drive much further south 
to Galveston), but Rollie insisted. Eventually 
we found a grungy commercial waterfront 
area that we could access, and Rollie climbed 
over a small fence and down a breakwater 
wall of boulders, took a shoe and sock off, 
and literally dipped his toe in the oily black 
water. Mission accomplished! 

 

Rollie’s Chess Wagon 

After high school Rollie had other ideas than 
college. He wanted to spend a year driving 
around the country making a living playing 
for prizes in chess tournaments every 
weekend, seeing the sights, as a way to 
combine two things he loved. He had no 
money, and no car, but that would never 
stop Rollie. 

So, he wrote a formal proposal letter to his 
father, carefully laying out his plan and 
arguing that a year of travel would give him 
more educational value than a year in 
college, and asking that they fund this 
sojourn instead. He argued they would 
actually save money if they funded this 
instead of college. He laid out a scheme in 
which he would need a station wagon car 
that he would fit out with a narrow bed to 
sleep inside the roomy back end. In addition 
to that cost he had a budget for $400 
minimum per month he would borrow. The 
rest was profits he would earn at 
tournaments. Of course his calculations were 
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Howard	Zhong	(2295)	and	Anthony	Paolercio		
(2062)	each	scored	4-0	to	win	this	year’s	Holiday	
Open,	December	29,	2018,	in	Tulsa.	The	popular	
event	has	been	held	on	the	Saturday	between	
Christmas	and	New	Year’s	Day	for	28	years	now,	
still	organized	and	directed	by	Jim	Berry.	

This	year’s	tournament	drew	43	players	to	the	
comfortable	venue	at	the	Harvard	Avenue	
Baptist	Church	in	Tulsa.	Zhong	withstood	a	brave	
piece	sac	from	Chuck	Johnson	to	win	in	the	
fourth	round	(this	will	be	“Game	of	the	Month”	
next	month)	and	join	Paolercio	with	4-0	to	split	
$280	in	prizes.	Other	games	from	this	event	are	
in	the	Games	section	(starting	on	the	next	page).	

James	Long	won	the	class	A	prize	($80)	and	Jim	
Huang	won	class	B	($80).	Bruce	Wells	and	
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young	Kelvin	Xie	split	class	C	($40	each).	Erol	
Algan	and	John	Taylor	split	class	D	($40).	
Three	scholastic	players	split	the	$80	U1200	
prize:	Rahul	Pai,	Stuart	Flexner-Bury,	and	
Joshua	Li.	

TD:		Jim	Berry,	assisted	by	Harold	Brown.	
Crosstable	with	rating	results	here:	
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?201812293212.1-
10386161	

HOLIDAY	OPEN:	Zhong	and	Paolercio	Undefeated	
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Tesh, Rollie (2100) 
Rybka   
[A46] 
Speed game, 26.10.2017     [TB] 
Rollie Tesh sent in this nice blitz game he 
won against Rybka set on 2 secs per move, so 
that it plays like a mere master. Rollie had 5 
minutes plus a delay. "I was especially proud 
of the experimental 8. d5!? and 13. b4 / 14. 
Qb3" (Tesh)  
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d6 3.Nf3 Bf5  

 
4.e4!? We could call this the Tesh Gambit -- 
it is a very interesting gambit of his devising 
that he has tried out several times against 
his Rybka program. 4...Nxe4 5.Nxe4!? 
[On an earlier occasion he had played the 
exciting try:  5.Qd3!? Qc8 6.Nxe4 d5 7.Nfg5 
h6 (7...dxe4) 8.Qb3 hxg5 9.Ng3 (9.Nxg5≤ e6 
10.Bd3 Bxd3 11.Qxd3=) 9...Nc6!? *** 10.Nxf5 
Qxf5 11.Qxb7 Qe6+ *** 12.Kd1 Rb8 13.Qxc7 
Qg4+ 14.f3 (14.Ke1 Rc8 15.Qb7 Nxd4 16.Bb5+ 
Nxb5 17.Qxb5+ Qd7 18.Qxd7+ Kxd7 19.c3) 
14...Qxd4+ 15.Bd3 Rh6 (15...Qb6) 16.Re1 

2

e5!? 17.Bxg5 Re6 Ω-Ω (17) Tesh,R (2100)-Rybka 
/Speed game, 2017/[TB]]   5...Bxe4 6.Ng5 d5 
[6...Bg6 is another crucial move. 7.Qf3] 
7.Nxe4 dxe4 8.d5!? c6 9.Bc4 Qa5+ 10.c3 f5?! 
11.0-0 cxd5 12.Bxd5 Nc6 13.b4 Qb5 14.Qb3 
Nd8 15.c4 Qa6 16.b5 [16.c5± Rybka.] 
16...Qg6 17.Qa4 e6 18.b6+ Kf7  

 
19.Qxa7! Rybka had seen but underestimated 
this move! — Tesh. 19...Rxa7 20.bxa7 exd5 
21.a8Q Qf6 22.Bb2! [22.Rb1 d4 with 
compensation for the exchange.] 22...d4 
[22...Qxb2 23.Qxd8+-] 23.Bxd4 Qxd4 24.Rad1 
Qxc4 25.Rxd8 b5 26.Rfd1 Qe6 27.R1d7+ Kg6 
28.Ra7 Qc4 29.Ra6+ Kg5 30.h4+ Kg4 31.Qb8 
Qc1+ 32.Kh2 Bd6+ 33.Qxd6 Rxd8 34.f3+ 
exf3 35.gxf3+ Kxh4 36.Qxd8+ 1-0 
 
Rollamas, Virgilio (1985) 
Tesh, Rollie (2150) [A40] 
Virginia Open, Fredericksburg (4), 18.01.1998 
[TB] 
This was played in one of only 2-3 tournaments 
Tesh participated in after the early 1980s, in 
Virginia. It showed he could still play a 
powerful game.  
1.d4 e6 Rollie loved the French Defense and 
particularly had some pet lines in the Winawer 
Variation. Here his opponent doesn't 
transpose, so Tesh went into the English 
Defense, which soon gets into a 
"Hippopotamus" Defense. 2.c4 b6 3.Nf3 Bb7 
4.e3 g6 5.g3 Bg7 6.Bg2 Ne7 7.0-0 0-0 8.Nc3 
d6 9.e4 Nd7 10.Be3 a6 11.Nd2 Ra7 12.f4 
Qa8 13.Rc1 [This maneuver of the Q to the 
long diagonal is tricky and underestimated by 
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white. He should play 13.Qe2 to protect the B 
on g2.]  

 
13...Nf5! A double-attack on e3 and d4, so 
white has to take it. 14.exf5 Bxg2 15.Rf2 Bh3 
16.fxe6 Nf6!? A nice example of offering a 
pawn for a quick initiative. 17.exf7+ Rxf7 
18.d5 Ng4 19.Qf3 Nxf2 20.Bxf2µ Qc8 White 
has a pawn for the exchange but is weak on 
the light squares, so black is better. Note how 
Tesh quickly gets his offside rook back in the 
game. 21.Nde4 h6 22.Qe3 Ra8 23.b4 Qd7 
24.c5 bxc5 25.bxc5 Re8 26.cxd6 cxd6 
27.Qb6 

 
27…Qg4! Threatening ...Qf3. [Also possible 
was the shocking 27...Rxf4! since white can't 
take the rook or he will get mated:  28.gxf4 
Qg4+ 29.Bg3 Qf3 30.Qf2 Bd4!]  
28.Qe3 Rfe7 (Threatening ...Bxc3 winning the 
pinned Ne4). 29.Qd3 Unpinning the knight. 
29...Qf5 Repinning the knight, and 
threatening either ...Bxc3 again, or ...Rxe4. 
White resigned. 0-1 

4

GAMES FROM STEVE WHARRY CLASSIC 
 
Veal, Joe Dean (1993) 
Lofton, Matthew (2124) [A13] 
Steve Wharry Classic 2 (3.2), 01.12.2018 
[TB] 
1.c4 Nf6 2.g3 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Bg2 dxc4 5.0-0 
c5 6.Na3 Qc7 7.Nxc4 b5 8.Nce5 Bb7 9.d4 
Bd6 10.Bf4 c4 [10...0-0 11.dxc5 Qxc5 
12.Nd7! Nbxd7 13.Bxd6±]  

 
11.Nxf7! Nice. 11...Kxf7 [11...Bxf4 12.Nxh8 
Bd6 13.Ng5 Bxg2 14.Kxg2±] 12.Bxd6 Qb6 
[12...Qxd6 13.Ng5+ Kg6 14.Bxb7 Kxg5 
15.Bxa8+-] 13.Ng5+ Kg8 14.Bc5 Qa6 
15.Bxb7 Qxb7 16.Nxe6 Nbd7 17.Be7 Qe4 
18.Bxf6 Qxe6 19.Bg5 h6 20.Bd2 [20.d5 Qe4] 
20...Re8 21.e3 h5 22.f3 h4 23.g4 h3 24.e4 
Qb6 25.Bf4 Rf8 26.Bg3 Rh6 27.Kh1 Qb7 
28.Qe2 Re6 29.a4 Nf6 30.axb5 Kh7 
31.Qxc4 Ree8 32.Qc6 Rb8 33.Bxb8 Qxb8 
34.Rac1 and white won 1-0 
 
Patel, Advait (2558) 
Phillips, David (2083) [A11] 
Steve Wharry Classic 2 (3.1), 01.12.2018 
[TB] 
1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 g6 4.c4 c6 5.b3 
Bg7 6.Bb2 0-0 7.0-0 Nbd7 8.d3 Re8 9.Nbd2 
e5 10.cxd5 cxd5 [It's an interesting question 
which way to capture here. I looked in the 
database and this move is the most common 
and most natural looking -- but also scores 
better for white. Instead, capturing with the 
knight is perhaps more ambitious for black -- 
he gets into less trouble on the c-file, and 
may one day be able to play c6-c5 with a 
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RYAN	AMBURGY	
He	zoomed	over	2000	with	a	tie	for	3rd	place	in	
the	North	American	Open	U2100	section	in	Las	
Vegas.	
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reversed Maroczy Bind type position. Taking 
with the N is the move that the GMs seem to 
play here therefore. Here is an example game 
from the early days of this type of double-
fianchetto white opening: 10...Nxd5 11.Nc4 
Qc7 12.Qd2 b5 13.Ne3 Nxe3 14.Qxe3 Bb7 
15.Ng5 c5 16.Bxb7 Qxb7 17.Ne4 Qb6= 18.Rac1 
Rac8 19.Rc2 f5 20.Nc3 Qb7 21.Qc1 c4 22.dxc4 
bxc4 23.bxc4 Rxc4 24.Nd1 Rxc2 25.Qxc2 Rc8≥ 
26.Qd2 Nb6 27.Qb4 Qf7 28.Qa5 Nc4 29.Qa6 
Qd7 30.Bc1 Qc6 31.Qxc6 Rxc6 32.Ne3 Kf7 
33.Rd1 Ke6 34.Nxc4 Rxc4 35.Be3 a6 36.Rd3 f4 
37.gxf4 exf4 38.Bd2 Bf8 39.a3 Bd6 40.Kg2 Ra4 
41.Bb4 Bxb4 42.axb4 Rxb4 43.Ra3 Rb6 44.Kf3 

]  
11.e4 dxe4 [11...d4] 12.dxe4 b5  
Black plays the "extended fianchetto" because 
he wants to deny white the c4 square. But 
Black is weak on the c-file and d-file, and now 
c5 and a5 too. The b-pawn will also become a 
target after Patel's next few moves. Although 
the position is nearly symmetrical, white has a 
small edge in development which gives him 
considerable initiative...  
13.Qe2 a6 14.a4 Rb8 15.Rfd1≤ Qb6 16.a5 
Qa7 17.Ne1 The N looks to be headed to b4 
and c6. [I think better was first 17.Rac1 Bb7≤ 
18.Ba3] 17...Nc5 18.Rac1 Bg4 [18...Bh6!=] 
19.Bf3 Bxf3 20.Nexf3 Perhaps surprisingly the 
trade of light-sq bishops has been favorable to 
white. 20...Nfd7 21.Qe3 Rb7 22.Ne1 Ne6  

 
23.Qxa7 Note that Patel, the much higher-
rated player who needs to win this game, does 



	

	

White	to	move	and	win.			(Medium)	
	

White	to	move	and	win.			(Difficult)	
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not mind the queens coming off here. The 
exchange just exposes black's weak squares on 
the queenside a little more. The remaining 
pieces have plenty of play. This combined with 
the slight extra space there (pawn on a5) and 
control of the c-file is all he needs to feel he 
has "winning chances" in this ending despite 
the nearly symmetrical pawns. We can all 
learn from how Patel plays out this game... 
23...Rxa7 24.Nd3 f6 25.f3 Bh6 26.Kf2 Kf7 
27.Ke2 Rd8 [Note that Black would love to 
play 27...Nb8 followed by ...Nc6...d4 after 
which he would have no worries. But white 
controls the c-file and in particular the c6 
square. Still, I think ...Nb8 would be a good 
move here intending to oppose the rooks and 
trade them off, after which the N on b8 could 
quickly jump into c6 with a good game.] 
28.Rc2 Bf8?! [28...Nb8! 29.Nf1 Rad7 30.Ne3 
Rd6! (Now intending that ...Nc6 idea.) 31.Nb4 
Rxd1 32.Nxd1 Bf8 33.Nd5 Rd6 and again black 
can now play ...Nc6-d4 with what looks like an 
even game.] 29.Nf1 Nb8 30.Ne3 Rad7 31.Nd5 
Bd6 [31...Rd6 is now perhaps too late because 
white's N has reached d5 and he is thus free to 

7

play 32.Rdc1 in reply.]  
32.Rdc1 h5 33.f4! Nd4+ [Desperation, but 
33...exf4 34.Nxf6 Re7 35.Rf1! fxg3 36.Nd5+ 
is also losing material.]  
34.Bxd4 exd4 35.Rd1±  
Immediately going after the weakened d-
pawn.  
35...Re8 36.Nf2 f5 37.Rxd4 fxe4 38.Nxe4 
Be7 39.Rd1 Red8 40.Ne3 Rxd1 41.Nxd1 
Bb4 42.Rc7+ Rd7 43.Rc8 Rb7 44.Ne3 Nd7 
[44...Bxa5? 45.Nd6+] 45.Nd5 Bf8 46.Ng5+ 
Kg8 47.Kf3 Nc5 48.b4 Nd7 49.Ne6 Rb8 
50.Rc7  
1-0 
 
Amburgy, Ryan (1960) 
Patton, Tom (2109) [D34] 
Steve Wharry Classic 2 (2.3), 01.12.2018 
[TB] 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 4.cxd5 exd5 
5.Nf3 Nc6 6.g3 Nf6 7.Bg2 Be7 8.0-0 0-0 
9.Bf4 c4 10.Ne5 Bf5 11.Nxc6 bxc6 12.f3 
Qd7 13.Qa4 Rfd8 14.Rad1 c5 15.Qxd7 Rxd7 
16.Be5 Rb7 17.e4 Be6 18.Bxf6 Bxf6 
19.exd5 Bxd4+ 20.Rxd4 cxd4 21.dxe6 dxc3 
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22.f4 Rab8 [22...Rc7!? 23.Bxa8 cxb2 24.Be4 c3 
25.Rd1 fxe6 26.Bc2 would have been an 
interesting winning attempt with a piece sac, 
but it seems to be no more than equality.] 
23.Bxb7 Rxb7 24.exf7+ Kxf7 25.bxc3 Rb2 
26.Rf2 Rb1+ 27.Rf1 Rb2   ½ - ½  
 
GAMES FROM HOLIDAY OPEN 2018 
 
Paolercio, Anthony (2062) –  
Huang, Jim (1758) [B22] 
28th Holiday Open (2), 29.12.2018 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.c3 Nf6 5.Bd3 Nc6 
6.cxd4 e6 7.0-0 Be7 8.Nc3 0-0 9.Bg5 Bd7 10.e5 
dxe5 11.dxe5 Nd5 12.Bxe7 Qxe7 13.Rc1 Nxc3 
14.Rxc3 Nb4 15.Bb1 Rac8 16.Qb3 Bc6 17.Rc4 
Bxf3 18.Rxc8 Rxc8 19.Qxf3 Nd5 20.Be4 Qb4? 
21.Bxd5 exd5 

 
 
Paolercio, Anthony (2062) 
Colbert, Jeff (1998) [C10] 
28th Holiday Open (4), 29.12.2018 
[TB] 
1.d4 e6 2.e4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nf6 
5.Bd3 Be7 6.Nf3 Nbd7 7.Qe2 Nxe4 8.Bxe4 c6 
9.Be3 Nf6 10.Bd3 0-0 11.c4 b6 12.0-0 Bb7 
13.Rfd1 Qc7 14.c5 bxc5 15.dxc5 e5 16.Bg5 
Rfe8 17.Qxe5 Qxe5 18.Nxe5 Bxc5 19.Bxf6 
gxf6 20.Ng4 Be7 21.Bc4 Kg7 22.Ne3 Bc8 
23.Rac1 Rb8 24.b3 f5 25.Bd3 Bg5 26.Rxc6 
Bxe3 27.fxe3 Rxe3 28.Rc7 a6 29.Kf2 Re5 
30.Bc4 Be6 31.Bxe6 Rxe6 32.Rdd7 Rf8 33.b4 
Kg6 34.a4 Rfe8 35.h3  

 
35… Rf8? [Black should “go active” right away 

9

instead of this defensive move that delays his 
counterplay.  35...Re2+ 36.Kg3 Rb2 should be 
played and black seems to have enough 
counterplay to draw, eg. The computer 
gives: 37.Rxf7 Rxb4 38.Rg7+ Kf6 39.a5 Ra4 
40.Rxh7 Rxa5 41.Rc6+ Ke5 42.Rhc7 Ra3+=] 
36.Kf3 h5 37.Rb7 Rc8 38.Rxf7 Rc3+ 39.Kf2 
Rc2+ 40.Kg1 Kg5 41.Rbc7 Rb2 42.Rc5 Rxb4 
43.Rfxf5+ Kg6 44.Rg5+ Kf6 45.a5 h4 
46.Rcf5+ Ke7 47.Rg7+ Ke8 48.Rc5 Kf8 
49.Rh7 Kg8 50.Ra7 Rb1+ 51.Kh2 Rb8 
52.Rg5+ Kf8 53.Rh5 Kg8 54.Rxh4 1-0 
 
Dooley, Chris (1866) 
Coss, Gabe (1464) [C15] 
Holiday Open 2018 (4.4), 29.12.2018 
[TB] 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qg4 Ne7 
5.Qxg7 Rg8 6.Qxh7 c5 7.Nf3 Bxc3+ 8.bxc3 
cxd4 9.cxd4 Qc7 10.Bd2 Bd7 11.c3 Nbc6 
12.e5 0-0-0 13.Qb1 Nf5 14.g3 Rdf8 15.Bg2 
f6 16.0-0 fxe5 17.Nxe5 Nxe5 18.dxe5 Be8 
[18...Qxe5 19.Bf4 Qg7 20.c4 opening lines for 
white's bishops with a big attack, i.e. 
20...Nd4 21.Bd6 Nf3+ 22.Bxf3 Rxf3 23.cxd5 
exd5 24.Qb4+-] 19.Qb4 Bg6 20.Bg5 Rf7 
21.Bf6 Ne7 22.c4 Bd3 23.cxd5 exd5 
24.Bxe7 Qxe7 25.Qc3+ Bc4 26.Bxd5 b5 
27.Bxc4 bxc4 28.Qxc4+ Qc7 29.Qe6+ Kd8 
30.Rad1+ 1-0 

 

 
Tulsa “ConSat” Open — 
See Upcoming Events	
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Tesh, Rollie (1728)  
Braunlich, Tom  (1642) 
[B08]    OK Jr Champ (4), 1975 
[Notes by Tom Braunlich] 

After Rollie’s passing away on January 4 (see 
the tribute article above), I wanted to show 
some of his games from the period in which he 
was heavily into chess, so as to give readers 
who didn’t know him a taste of his creativity 
at the chessboard. Unfortunately, very few of 
his games have survived the years, which is a 
shame. 

 

This was the key game of the 1975 Oklahoma 
Junior Championship. He also won in 1974. 

1.e4 d6  

I avoided playing my usual Sicilian, as I was sure 
he'd spent half the night studying lines against 
it, but it is risky to play something new just for 
the surprise value.  

2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.d4 Bg7 5.Bc4 Nxe4?! 

5...0-0 of course is the main move here, but 
when you are playing a new defense you tend 
to get creative and outsmart yourself. I have 
the idea of allowing the following combination 
that I thought would work well for me. 
Strangely, if I let my computer think about this 
position it slightly prefers ...Nxe4 to the main 
line, both being a slight edge for white. But 
both of us are misevaluating the line, 
underestimating white's long-term attacking 
potential. Tesh definitely felt this though and 
relished going into the coming attack. 

2

Nowadays I would not play into a line like 
this, at least not unless I had closely studied 
how to defend the position. Black’s kingside is 
uncomfortably weak. But at the time of this 
game I’d only been playing in tournaments for 
18 months and was still learning. 

6.Bxf7+ Kxf7 7.Nxe4 Re8  

This was my idea— I thought the dual-purpose 
move allowing ...Kg8 (artificial castling) and 
supporting a quick ...e5 was going to give 
black a nice game in the center and with the 
two bishops. I hoped to safeguard my kingside 
and have good winning chances. 

[More common here is 7...Rf8 but for example 
in this master game black didn't fare any 
better. 8.h4 h6 9.h5 g5 10.Nfxg5+ hxg5 11.h6 
Bf6 12.Qh5+ Ke6 13.Qg4+ Kf7 14.Qh5+ Ke6 
15.h7 Rh8 16.Qg4+ Kf7 17.Qh5+ Ke6 18.Bxg5 
d5 19.Nxf6 exf6 20.0-0-0 Kd6 21.Qf7 Nd7 
22.Bf4+ Kc6 23.Qe6+ Kb5 24.a4+ Kxa4 
25.Qxd5 c5 26.Qc4+ Ka5 27.b4+ cxb4 28.Bc7+ 
Qxc7 29.Qxc7+ b6 30.

  

8.Nfg5+ Kg8  

 
9.h4!  

To annotate this game I put it on computer 
for the first time. It initially does not 
"believe" in this attack and prefers 9.0-0 
Impressively; every move from now on that 
Tesh plays is the "first line" of my computer as 
well!  

White’s attack must go down a narrow path, 
but he seems to have just enough resources to 
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succeed. Rollie knew this instinctively — it is a 
position any attacking player would savor, and 
my confidence in my ability to defend it was 
misplaced!]  

9...d5! 10.Ng3 e5!  

According to my plan, but...  

11.h5 exd4+ 12.Kf1  

Tesh is willing to sacrifice a center pawn plus 
get stuck with an uncastled king in order to 

 

 12...h6 

This move tempts fate too much, but I was 
feeling ambitious about my position. The idea 
is to force white now to sacrifice a piece, as 
he has really no other options, and the lines I 
was looking at convinced me I could survive 
and win. 

However, I am underestimating white’s 
attacking resources, and in particular did not 
foresee his 18th move here.  

Definitely better is the safety-first move 
12...Nd7 to bring over a 

 

13.hxg6!  

Rollie is all-in. No turning back now.  

13...hxg5 14.Qh5 Re5!  

The best defense, which I had been relying on, 
but by now the comp evaluation has fallen to 
"=" and the trend is not looking good for black!  

15.f4!  

I remember I had thought this move impossible 
because of the game continuation, but Rollie 
has seen further. 

15… gxf4 16.Qh7+ Kf8 17.Bxf4 Qf6  

This pin on the bishop was supposed to be 
winning for me. 

4

 
18.Kg1!  

The move I overlooked. Opening the f-file, 
with bait. When I saw this move I knew I was 
probably lost. 

18...Re6?  

Here I make a fatal error. Black has to bite 
the bait and give up his queen here with 
18...Qxf4 19.Rf1 Qxf1+ 20.Kxf1 when black 
has a R+B+B for the Q, but his king is in 
trouble. Perhaps I rejected this thinking that 
R-h4-f4 would be curtains, but actually black 
can survive with 20...Be6 (importantly 
covering the f7 square) 21.Rh4 Nd7 22.Rf4+ 
Nf6 23.Nh5 Rxh5 24.Qxh5 Ke7 (see diagram). 

Black would have 3 minors for the Queen 
with some 
chances if he 
can find a way 
to get the king 
into safety. 
Even so the 
comp gives 
white only a 
(0.73) 
advantage. 

Instead I try 
something else, which Rollie obliterates with 
some more deft moves. 

19.Rf1 Qxg6 20.Bg5+  

This is the only move of Rollie’s that  

my computer quibbles with. It prefers 
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20.Bxc7 at +4.0, whereas his move is only 
+3.2.  

20...Ke8 21.Qg8+ Kd7 22.Rf7+ Kc6 23.Rxg7 
Re1+ 24.Kh2 Rxh1+ 25.Kxh1 Qxc2 

 

6

And now a nice finish:   

26.Rxc7+! Kxc7 27.Qd8+ Kc6 28.Qxc8+  

1-0 

A very impressive game, by any standard! 
When is the last time you saw a player rated 
1700 attack so accurately and spectacularly, 
prevailing with style even against pretty good 
defense? That was Rollie Tesh when he was 
"hot."  
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Feb 14-18     10th SOUTHWEST CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS   Fort Worth TX 
9-SS or 7-SS; 40/2,SD/30,d10; DFW Airport Marriott South, 4151 Centreport Blvd, Fort Worth 
TX. Several schedule and section options. Large prizes. Blitz tourney. Info: www.chesstour.com 
 
Feb 23 and Mar 2                     TULSA “CONSAT” OPEN   Tulsa OK          

4-SS split over two Consecutive Saturdays (“ConSat”), with two traditional G/90+30 games 
each day. Harvard Avenue Baptist Church, 3235 E. 17th St. (17th & Harvard), Tulsa, OK. 
Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice (U1200). Prizes (b/30): Open: 1st-$200, 

X:$100, A: $100.  Reserve(U1800): 1st $150, C:$100, D: $100. Novice(U1200): 1st $150. 
U1000/UNR-$100. More if entries allow. REGISTRATION: Each day: 9:00-10:15am. Rounds: 
10:30am – 3:00pm each day. BYES: Two ½-point byes for either day if you can’t make it to one 
of the game days. Entry Fee: $30 for both days, $20 per day if you can only play one day. Adv. 
Entries via PayPal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich Adv. Entries by Mail: T.Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch 
Ave, B.A. OK 74011. Info: tom.braunlich@cox.net LS W.  Free coffee and refreshments.  
 
Mar 9    FOUR-STATES WINTER OPEN     Joplin  MO 
4-SS, G/60 d5. Hilton Garden Inn, 2644 E. 32nd St., Joplin, MO 64804. 2 Sections, Open: $120-
80, U1600 60, U1400: $60-40. 4.0 Bonus: $20. Prizes: b/30. EF: $30 by 3/8, $40 at door. 
Scholastic (rating only) $15 by 3/8, $25 at door. Email entry accepted for lower rate. MCA 
membership required, OSA. Reg.: 8-9. Rounds: 9:30-11:45-2:30-4:45. Byes: One ½-pt bye if req 
before rd 2 Ent: martin.stahl@joplinchess.org with cash onsite, paypal.me/joplinchess or 
mailed to Joplin Chess Club, 2609 New Hampshire, Joplin, MO 64804. Checks payable to Martin 
Stahl. Info: joplinchess.org, martin.stahl@joplinchess.org, 417-483-1554. 
 
Mar 16-17    ARKANSAS OPEN         Mountain View AR 
5-SS, G/120,d5.  
(U1600). EF: Open $50 by 3/15, $50 at site. Reserve $50 by 3/15, $35 at site. Prizes (b/40): 
Open $225-$125 U1800 $125, Reserve $150-$75, U1400 $100, U1000 $50, Upset $50. Reg: 3/16 
8am-9am. Rounds: 9:30-2-6:30, 9-1:30. Byes: one ½-pt bye. USC & ACA req. OSA. Adv Entry: 

 
 
Apr 21    RRSO XVII (Red River Shootout)   Davis, OK  
“The annual team match between the most fanatical chess players in Oklahoma and Texas!” Team 
members will play 2 games with the same opponent. Rounds: 10:00am and 2:00pm, Time Control 
G/60;+30, EF: $5 at door. Prizes: Bragging rights. Location: Treasure Valley Casino, I-35 and Hwy 7 (Exit 
55 off I-35), Davis, OK (580) 369-3223. Hotel Rooms available. Handicap accessible. Free WiFi. Eligibility: 
Open to OK and TX players who are current USCF members. Team Roster Selection: To get on the team 
you must register early with your state team captain by April 20, 2019. Captains will work with the Chief 
TD to create the matchups and announce the pairings soon after the deadline. Interested players should 
register early. For details, see: http://rrsochess.net/rrso_home.html 

For	More	Tournament	Info	Visit	the	
USCF	Tournament	Site:	

www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php	
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a bit overoptimistic about how much prize 
money he might earn… 

It worked. His parents funded the venture, and 
he left on this chess expedition in the summer 
of 1976. His sister Lori kept this proposal letter 
all these years, and posted it online on the 
tribute website set up after Rollie passed 
away. It is pretty funny; you can see it here: 
https://www.forevermissed.com/rollietesh/#a
bout 

(and also here you can read my post with other 
non-chess stories about Rollie from much later 
in life when we were business partners for 15 
years from 1987-1992). 

Rollie travelled around in that chess wagon for 
I believe about 8 months in 1976-77 before the 
money ran out. It was a time he loved, and 
gave him a lifelong taste for travel, which was 
perhaps his other main passion. He would live 
in more places than anyone I know, and 
travelled all over the world including spending 
several years in Europe. 

 

Chess in Big D 

In the late 70s Rollie’s chess adventures 
resumed in Dallas, where he worked part-time 
with Chess Digest, the publishing company 
owned by well-known Texas Senior Master Ken 
Smith.  There Rollie assisted John Hall, (the 
senior master who also passed away just a few 
months ago) helping him write various chess 
opening pamphlets which were a main source 
of chess information for players in the U.S. 
prior to computers. They were done in English 
Descriptive Notation rather than the algebraic 
chess notation we used today. Rollie liked the 
French Defense and he worked a lot on the so-
called “Fort Knox Variation” for a pamphlet. 
The book claimed it was a defense that could 
forcibly reach an equal middlegame for black… 
But since it resulted in quiet dry positions 
Rollie didn’t use it himself. He would play the 
Winawer! 

11

Rollie worked there with two other notable 
characters. One was Jude Acers, the senior 
master from New Orleans who was (and still is) 
another legendary and eccentric player. I 
wrote an article on Acers for Frank Berry’s 
Oklahoma Chess Quarterly in 2008, in which I 
related several stories told by Jude that Rollie 
had related to me. Rollie did not get along 
well with Jude, as I recall. Hey Jude, your 
loss. 

Another of Rollie’s contacts from the 1970s 
was Lou Hays, who was from Muskogee and 
often hosted chess events there in the mid-70s 
going back to Rollie’s high school days. Lou 
later developed his own chess publishing 
company there in Dallas (recall the articles 
Lou has written for us about hosting his 
authors in Dallas like Bronstein, Spassky, 
Seirawan, etc. in the OCM in 2017).  

Lou says, “Rollie and I played plenty of blitz in 
the old days. I think we only played once in 
a tournament. It was a state championship in 
Norman in the mid 1970s. There was an 
unforgettable moment when we both were in 
extreme time trouble. … 

Rollie made his move, slapped his clock, then 
for a joke placed a quarter on the table and 
asked me to go get him a coke. Of course I 
ignored him and the game went on... Neither 
of us could remember who won the game when 
we talked last year [in 2017 when Rollie was 
living in Tulsa for awhile]. We were friends 
and it wasn’t done in bad faith. It was funny. 
That was Rollie. I’m sad that another of the 
old guard has passed away, and at such a 
young age.” 

While living in Dallas Rollie made some money 
from Chess Digest but mainly had regular jobs 

TESH  Continued… 
“Rollie made a move, slapped his clock, 
then for a joke placed a quarter on the 
table and asked me to go get him a 
coke.”    — Lou Hays
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to support himself, particularly a long spell as 
a waiter in a top 4-star metro restaurant 
where he wrangled big tips from the wealthy 
patrons. He developed entire theories about 
tip-inducing techniques and no doubt was 
quite good at it. Rollie loved intellectual 
challenges of all kinds and this was just 
another interesting game to play. He himself 
was always a big tipper later in life, even 
when he couldn’t really afford it. 

He also played in many Texas tournaments 
with some success, and his rating climbed over 
2000 around 1979 while he occasionally 
knocked off strong players. For example, in 
1979 he trounced IM Mario Campos-Lopez in a 
tournament game (I believe at a Southwest 
Open). Unfortunately I cannot find the score of 
this game, nor is it in the Okie Database or 
online. It is a shame that the vast majority of 
Rollie’s chess work has been lost. I present 
two games in this issue’s game section. I 
remember Tesh was white against Campos-
Lopez and played this gambit: 1. Nf3, f5 2. 
e4!? Rollie blew him off the board in powerful 
fashion. His opponent was a former champion 
of Mexico and had played in the famous San 
Antonio 1972 invitational in which he had 
defeated GM Walter Browne and drawn with 
GM Lajos Portisch. So he was no slouch, but 
Rollie won impressively. 

The same summer of ’79 he was in Oklahoma 
and tied for 2nd in the Jerry Spann Memorial / 
Oklahoma State Championship. He had a 4-1 
score after drawing in the final round with the 
tournament winner, 2100-rated Bruce Baker 
(a recently arrived player from New Jersey). 

Chess and Pente 

One day in 1980 I got a call from Rollie after 
not having talked to him in a couple years. I 
mentioned I was involved with a new strategy 
game company called Pente® in Stillwater 
(Okla.) where I was in college. I was preparing 
to work for them that summer. Rollie 
immediately saw that opportunity and drove 
up to wrangle a job. We both worked there in 
1981-82 (it was the biggest-selling board game 

13

in the U.S. in 1982 before being sold to 
Parker Brothers in late 1983).  

Pente® (pronounced ‘pen-tay’) was a strategy 
game created at OSU by Gary Gabrel and 
marketed by him starting in 1978, for which I 
had written a strategy book and also refined 
the rulebook. Like all intellectual challenges 
it fascinated Rollie. The game was 
somewhere between checkers and chess in 
strategic depth, but it was “unexplored 
territory” and the theory of play, particularly 
in the opening, was like a new world 
beckoning to a Columbus-type person like 
Rollie. Pente® had a very vibrant tournament 
scene that it encouraged by investing in 
tournaments, ratings, strategy bulletins and a 
player organization, etc., and many eager 
players around the country. Many of them 
were chess experts or bridge life masters, 
etc. Among Pente fans was Will Shortz, the 
NPR puzzlemaster who also has been the New 
York Times crossword puzzle editor since 
1993. 

Rollie quickly became the leading Pente 
player, as he developed a brilliant new 
approach to opening theory that was very 
effective and knocked out some of the main 
defenses being used at the time. (Imagine if 
some new chess player came along and 
refuted the Sicilian, French, Caro-Kann and 
Pirc defenses; that was what Tesh did to the 
Pente world).  

When the Pente company announced a big 
tournament promotion for 1983, which was 
to feature a $5000 first prize (equal to about 
$15,000 in today’s money), Rollie wanted to 
go for that, which meant he had to quit the 
company so he would be eligible to play. (I 
was the tournament organizer, and the 
tournament director was Richard Dermer, 
long-time Oklahoma TD and creator of the 
North American Open). 

Rollie then delved into preparing for that 
event like he used to do in chess. There were 
32 qualifier tournaments held all over the 
country, with a big finals event scheduled to 
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be in Boston (all expenses paid for the qualifiers). 
After Rollie won his qualifier he traveled to a few 
others to spectate and see what his main rivals 
were playing – especially in Dallas where there 
were a lot of strong contenders. He came to the 
finals well prepared and even had a “second” 
there who again would write down the moves 
being played each round by Rollie’s most feared 
challengers. 

 

Photos from the World Pente Championship in 
Boston, 1983, won by Tesh. 

Top: Tesh (right) with T.D. Richard Dermer 
(middle) and me (left) in front of the scoreboard. 

Above: Tesh in play in the Finals match against 
John Hawkins, with the demo board showing the 
position in the background. 

Opposite column: Tesh posing with his custom-
made championship board. 

15

 
The tournament really was extremely 
hard fought — as much as practically any 
chess tournament I’ve ever seen short of 
a world championship match — and Rollie 
emerged as the winner! Here are three 
photos of Rollie at that event. 

Unfortunately, this was the last of the big 
Pente tournaments, as Parker Brothers 
bought out the company and they did not 
care to keep tournaments going. 

Around this time Rollie’s chess ambition 
dwindled and stopped, with his rating 
peaking at about 2150. He only played in 
about 3 tournaments over the last 35 
years of his life, usually because I talked 
him into it, which is a shame to my mind, 
as I have no doubts he could have been 
2300 or higher had he applied himself to 
that goal. But he had to earn a living and 
one couldn’t do it in chess in those days 
without being a GM. The Fischer boom 
had busted, and many players stopped 
playing in tournaments to focus on their 
own careers (but continued to be a fan 
throughout their lives as a spectator, like 
Rollie did).  

In Rollie’s case, the experience working 
for Pente led him (and me) into 
considering a career in the game industry. 
Rollie and I both worked separately with 
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different small game companies around the 
country, until in Seattle in 1987 I decided to 
form an independent design company, and 
Rollie immediately came up to join me as my 
business partner. This we did for the next 15 
years. We would design games (and some toys 
too) and try to license them to game 
publishers, getting royalties like book authors 
do. His creativity and savvy really shined in 
this work, and we made a good and prolific 
team.  

I could tell many stories about this phase of 
our lives, but I will spare you that, as this is 
supposed to be a chess-based tribute to Rollie. 
During this time, in addition to playing 
hundreds of blitz chess games together, we 
also still followed international chess and 
maintained USCF memberships.  

 

Cheering Karpov 

In 1989 there was a candidates quarterfinal 
match between Karpov and Hjartarson in 
Seattle to which we both went several times to 
spectate, and to listen to Seirawan’s live 
commentary. A few minutes before the first 
game when Karpov came into the quiet playing 
hall, which was in a theater on stage, Rollie 
shouted from our seats in the back, “Go get 
him Anatoly!!” and it echoed throughout the 
room, receiving a lot of chuckles from the 
sparse audience. I believe I saw a barely-
perceptible smile from the stoic-looking 
Karpov. 

Chess and International Travel 

Rollie’s other big passion was travel. He 
considered people who hadn’t traveled much 
out of America to be blind to important 
experiences they should have and not good 
citizens of the world, etc. Whenever he got 
some money in his pocket he would fly 
somewhere – mainly to Europe but also 
Quebec, Latin America and the Caribbean and 
once visited the Philippines and the wedding 
of our mutual game designer friend Joli Q. 
Kansil.  

Like everything, Rollie treated travel as an 
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intellectual challenge, in this case how to get 
the most out of it. He did not go somewhere to 
relax. He went to experience. I went with him 
on a couple such trips (as also did his sister 
Lisa a couple of times) and he made a good 
traveling companion, as he was very 
thoughtful about where to go — staying out of 
tourist traps and getting to see the real place 
“behind the scenes”. This often led to some 
great experiences that I would have not tried 
by myself, but Rollie did. Perhaps he acquired 
this theory of travel from his long excursion in 
the Chess Wagon? He had many techniques of 
his own devising. The first thing he would do 
upon arriving is find the local “pub” and hang 
out there, to cultivate serendipity and to get 
the real scoop on the place and the people, 
which to him was how you “win” the traveling 
game.  

Another important travel tip of his was if a city 
had a chess club, or at least a chess café, 
Rollie would always seek it out. Chess cafes in 
Europe are really something all chess players 
should check out. If nothing else, you will 
make friends there. 

Rollie’s travel theories included even what 
music to play in his headphones while visiting 
museums and attractions. He would always 
choose some particular song there — and 
nowhere else — so that forever after he would 
associate that song in his mind with that place. 
I took this advice myself on trips, and it works. 
For example, when I was planning a trip to 
Amsterdam one time, he suggested I go to the 
Van Gogh museum and play Don McLean’s 
“Vincent” song while there. I did, and now 
whenever I hear that song I am suddenly back 
in the great city of canals. This is typical of 
what it was like to know Rollie.  

 

Chess and Star Wars 

Our game design business, after long years of 
barely getting-by, finally became successful in 
the mid-1990s when we had some hit games 
with Star Trek: TNG and Star Wars (Original 
Trilogy) customizable card games. We had to 
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move from Seattle to Norfolk, Virginia, to work 
directly on these with the publisher, Decipher 
Inc. There we toiled 80 hours a week on these 
games for several years when they were hot 
sellers and the players were demanding more 
and more. It was exhausting work, and frankly 
we got burnt out on it.  

 
Finally by 2000 things had calmed down and 
we got a life again. I resumed tournament 
play, but Rollie did not except that I talked 
him into participating in a big tournament I 
organized for fun in 2000, the Millennium 
Chess Festival. 

Rollie was in Europe when 9/11 happened in 
2001. He decided to stay and ended up living 
there for several more years, mainly in Prague 
but traveling all over, until his savings 
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eventually ran out and he had to return to 
America and get back into the game design 
business in about 2006. I retired from the 
game biz in 2002, but Rollie continued on his 
own after returning to the U.S., working with 
some other designers we knew and continuing 
to create very clever game designs, many of 
which got published. He continued to do this 
up until the end, while also earning money on 
the side working for various “boardgame 
cafes” that are now a trend across the country 
(there is one in Tulsa now, downtown).  

In 2016 he worked for Ludorati, a boardgame 
café in Nottingham, England, which he loved. 
He’d still be there if England did not have a 
law that outsiders can’t work in England for 
more than six months. While there in 
September 2016 he hosted English #1 GM 
Michael Adams at a special promotional event 
and scholastic chess fundraiser thing, which 
included a simul. He got to know “Mickey” 
quite well, playing blitz chess with him across 
several days, etc. 

If you are curious, an example of one of 
Rollie’s recently published games is this one 
called Leaps and Ledges,  

 
which had very good reviews and was 
published by MindWare: 
https://amzn.to/2VUz337 

My favorite game he designed in recent years 
was this one called “Oddly Obvious”. It is a 
good party game, which can be played with a 
wide age range. Rollie did not like the name 
the company chose for it; he had wanted to 
call it “In Your Face!” for reasons that become 
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clear if you play it. I agree that would have 
been a better-selling name. 

 
Link: Oddly Obvious 

Also, here is a link to info about our best-
selling game, the Star Wars Customizable 
Card Game: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars_Cust
omizable_Card_Game 

It still has a loyal fan base and championships. 

Since 2002 when we went our separate ways I 
still stayed in touch with Rollie via email, and 
would occasionally visit him (in 2003 I and 
some other friends visited him in Prague for a 
week) or help him out with a game design 
project he needed help on. 

Rollie came to Tulsa for about 8 months in 
2017 when I worked with him again on a few 
projects of his design — both of which I 
thought were very clever and should be 
successful — but unfortunately they did not 
lead to being published immediately when 
shown to manufacturers. He was — as always — 
very optimistic that his latest designs were 
going to hit it big. By August of 2017 he 
needed to find another boardgame café to 
work at while continuing to try to refine his 
latest designs. So he moved first to work at a 

 

Even though his health had deteriorated due to 
a lifetime of too much alcohol (which he 
finally kicked) and cigarettes (which he never 
could kick), Rollie remained active and of 
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course while in Tulsa he went with me 
several times to the Saturday morning chess 
club… and much of that time there he talked 
players into playtesting for him some rough 
prototypes for game designs he was working 
on. The players loved this new diversion!  

Rollie also wrote a few short chess articles 
for the Oklahoma Chess Monthly, including 
one which I have had unfinished on the shelf 
awhile and not published yet. I will finish it 
up and publish it this issue (see next page). 

Rollie and I for the last 15 years talked 
frequently about what is going on in the 
chess world, the way sports fans do, 
speculating on the new up-and-comer players 
who might challenge Carlsen, and what was 
wrong in the way tournament chess worked, 
etc. He was always very up-to-date on 
current events in the chess domain, and 
often found obscure chess videos to send to 
me. He frequented a site called ChessBomb, 
where he was a well-known contributor, and 
where they had very active “chat windows” 
going during live broadcast of major 
tournaments. He would always be there 
making sharp comments, jokes, or getting 
into political discussions that had nothing to 
do with the chess. 

In the days following news of Rollie’s sudden 
passing, I talked with our old friends at 
Decipher, Inc., with whom we had worked 
for so long on Star Wars and other game 
projects, and they all fondly remembered his 
creativity, saying that although it was hard 
to tell the difference between his brilliant 
ideas and his crazy ideas, he always 
advocated for them with equal enthusiasm! 
Sometimes it was frustrating when he kept 
fighting for an idea that no one else liked, 
which was a hallmark of Rollie’s stubborn 
personality, but all agreed this was 
something to admire about him too, and how 
he will be remembered.  

 

The chess world will be a less challenging 
and interesting place without Rollie in it… 
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THE CHESS SURVIVAL TRIVIA QUIZ 
by Rollie Tesh (written July 2018) 

Recently I read an interesting article by Mark Strauss, analyzing statistically how long each 
piece is likely to survive to the end of a game of chess. Each specific individual piece and pawn 
is considered separately, and after examining a huge database he showed the chances each 
one has of staying alive to the end. I will provide the link to the article for you to read it. 

Strauss’ analysis has many surprising factoids. For example, there is a certain pawn that is 
THREE TIMES more likely to get captured in a game than another certain pawn. 

I decided to turn it into a tricky trivia quiz. Here are three simple questions. Think about it 
carefully before reading the answers that begin on the next page, where I will speculate about 
the reasons for what you might agree are the surprising data.  

1)  Of all 32 individual chess pieces and pawns, which one is LEAST 
LIKELY to survive until the end of the game? 
2)  Even trickier:  Which piece is SECOND least-likely to survive? 
3)  Reversing that, and not counting the kings:  Which of the other 
30 pieces is MOST likely to survive? 

Answers Next Page 



	

24	

2

Answers to Chess Survival Trivia:   Continued from page 23 
1)  Of all 32 chess pieces, which one is LEAST LIKELY to survive until the end of the game? 

Answer:  White's d-pawn (has only a 24.5% chance of surviving) 

Perhaps a major reason why the white d-pawn is so vulnerable is due to the popularity of the 
open variations of the Sicilian Defense where d2-d4 is played early and exchanged. The white 
d-pawn also tends to be a target in many other black defenses, like the Caro-Kann or French. 
All this takes a heavy toll on the poor d-pawn. 

Note that several pawns have a much bigger chance of surviving than their counterpart on the 
other side… the black d-pawn survives over 7% more often than the white d-pawn for example. 

Both black center pawns survive considerably more frequently than white’s. I guess that is 
because white tends to try to occupy the center with pawns in many openings while black often 
plays from the wings and destroy the white center while leaving the black pawns in the center. 

2)  Which piece is second least-likely to survive? 

ANSWER:  Black's king's knight  (has only a 25.9% chance of surviving) 

Why would the black king knight be second most vulnerable? It isn’t because everyone is 
switching to the Trompowsky! (1. d4 Nf6 2. Bg5). I’d speculate that, in general, this knight 
comes out earlier than the others, especially in d-pawn openings, and often white is targeting 
it in the early middlegame, in order to weaken and attack black’s kingside. 

But strangely enough, ALL four of the knights have less chance of surviving than ANY of the 
other pieces. Perhaps the knights just get active early in the game and tend to get exchanged a 
lot during the opening clash. 

3)  Which of the other 30 non-king pieces or pawns is MOST likely to survive? 

ANSWER:  White's h-pawn  (has a 73.9% chance of surviving) 

This makes sense if you consider that in a big majority of games kings will castle on the 
kingside, which means typically players are carefully protecting their kingside pawns, 
particularly the g- and h- pawns. (More frequently the f-pawn will get thrust forward by white 
in the middlegame to fight for the center or attack the black king, and sometimes the g-pawn 
too). The h-pawn can become a battering ram in certain specific openings, like the Sicilian 
Dragon for example, where white castles queenside and seeks to open the h-file, but 
apparently these openings occur much less often than kingside-castle openings. 

Note: this statistic does not apply to Bent Larsen! 

From the looks of Strauss's analysis (assuming it is accurate), a perfectly played game should 
always come down to (king + h-pawn) vs. (king + h-pawn). 

So, what have we learned? 

The key lesson to take away here is this: if you have a damaged white pawn in your chess set, 
make it your d-pawn during setup so it is most likely to get exchanged off soon…… and if that 
pawn becomes damaged beyond usability, simply toss it into the trash and start playing 
gambits! 

Analysis link: “Here’s How Long Each Piece is Likely to Survive in a Game of Chess” 
https://io9.gizmodo.com/heres-how-long-each-piece-is-likely-to-survive-in-a-gam-1649003846 
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By IM John Donaldson 

REVIEW: Vladimir Kramnik - 

  by Carsten Hensel 
Some world chess champions have a 
high profile away from the board (think 
Fischer and Kasparov), but most do 
not.  Among the latter one of the most 
adamant about letting their play speak 
for itself has been Vladimir Kramnik. 
Until recently, some interviews in New 
in Chess and the book Kramnik : My 
Life and Games co-authored with Iakov 
Damsky, are all English speaking reader 
have had to gain insights into the man 
who ended Garry Kasparov’s fifteen 
year reign. This is changing with the 
publication of Vladimir Kramnik - The 
Inside Story of a Chess Genius by 
Carsten Hensel (Quality Chess 2018, 
https://www.qualitychess.co.uk/, 256 
pages, hardback, $29.95). 

Like the earlier work on Kramnik, 
which was published in 2000, the 
present book is both biography and 
game collection, but while the first 
one focused on his games, this one 
emphasizes Kramnik the man as seen 
by his manager and friend
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Hensel spares no punches in discussing Kramnik’s 
failure to fulfill his promise during his bohemian 
days in his early twenties, culminating in his one-
sided loss to Alexey Shirov in the 1998 Candidates 
Final. That match looked to be a major set back for 
Kramnik but as every chess fan knows the match 
Kasparov-Shirov 

 

This epic performance, the only tarnish on Garry’s 
mantle, was the start of the new Kramnik about 
whom Hensel has much to say, particularly about 
the world championship match with Topalov (the so-
called toilet gate). The controversial nature of this 
match, perhaps rivaled only by Korchnoi-Spassky 
1977/78 and Karpov-Korchnoi 1978, makes for 
compelling reading that provides a different 
perspective from Topalov’s book on the match. 
Read both accounts and Alex Onischuk’s online 
Chess Life articles to make up your own mind. 

Vladimir Kramnik - The Inside Story of a Chess 
Genius is not only about his career and games. The 
second half of the book has tributes to him by many 
of the best players in the world. If you have always 
thought of Fischer and Kasparov as the greatest 
opening 

In another chapter Kramnik offers his views on other 
world champions that provides plenty of insights, 
some differing considerably from standard 
assessments. He has plenty of praise for Smyslov 
who he considers to be undervalued. In Kramnik’s 
estimation he was the best player of the 1950s and 
could have held the title for 15 years if motivated. 

All Quality Chess books feature outstanding 
production qualities and the present work is no 
exception. This hardback book with high quality 
paper is nicely laid out and features many beautiful 
color and black and white photos. 

Vladimir Kramnik - The Inside Story of a Chess 
Genius is the rare chess book that can be read from 
cover to cover in one sitting. 


