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Pop Quiz: 

• played in a FIDE Chess Olympiad? 
• was friends with many world champions? 
• interviewed many top GMs and wrote 

articles about them for Chess Life and 
British Chess Magazine? 

• is perhaps best known worldwide, 
especially among chess historians, for 
taking many rare candid photos of 
masters and grandmasters? 

 
The answer to all these questions is:   
Beth Cassidy. 
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Don’t know her? I wish I had known her 
better, as I had only met her twice, in 2008. 
For the last ten years this chess treasure was 
living here in Tulsa at a high-rise apartment 
downtown, and I forgot about her. Wrapped 
up in my own things, I procrastinated about 
going to visit her again until I found out it 

 
 

 
Beth Cassidy, flanked by Boris Spassky (right) and Russian 
GM Leonid Stein in the 1960s. 
 
I had mentioned her briefly in my article in 
Chess Life in 2008 about the U.S. 
Championship in Tulsa, where she visited one 
day and caused a stir among the players. I 
said,  
 
“Ms. Cassidy was a member of the Ireland 
chess team and a journalist with British 
Chess Magazine. She knew many of the 
classic GMs from the 40s and 50s. While a 
manager of the Manhattan Chess Club in the 
1960s she wrote extensive detailed articles 
on the great masters that hung out there, 
including Fischer, Lombardy, Kmoch, 
Steinmeyer, etc. She worked for Shell and 
when she retired chose to live in Tulsa.” 
 
She was born in Dublin, Ireland; but other 
than that we knew little about her personal 
life. But Harold Brown was able to find some 
contacts in Ireland who could help learn 
more about her chess career:   
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Beth Casidy (right, age 81) with GM Susan Polgar in 2008. (Braunlich) 

 
Sean Coffey (who runs an Irish chess website) 
and David McAllister. (They found some 
tantalizing info — many thanks to them for 
their valuable help!) 
 
They found an article “Chess is a Woman’s 
game Too” from the Irish Independent 
newspaper, December 1, 1951, which has a 
short profile of Beth that gives us this insightful 
chess background for her: 
  

“Clontarf Club sponsored Ireland’s 
first International Chess Congress held 
in Dublin last August: and treasurer 
and fund raiser of the Congress 
Committee was Miss Beth Cassidy. 
Miss Cassidy is an assistant in a Dublin 
drapery store.  
 
She learned chess almost by accident. 
Last Easter she was visiting a patient 
in a hospital. Books palled, 
conversation lagged. The patient 
wanted to play chess and he wanted 
an opponent, so he taught Beth. And 
all summer she brought a chessboard 
around with her, playing in between 
dips at the Swimming Club. She is the 
first woman secretary of the Irish 
Amateur Swimming Association, 
Leinster Branch. Now she is taking 
part in two international 
correspondence competitions, one 
with London and one with 
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Manchester. She was runner-up in 
the Leinster Ladies’ Senior 
Championship initiated by the 
Clontarf Club and run in August last 
in conjunction with the 
International Tournament.”  (Irish 
Independent, 1951) 

 
So, she learned chess at about age 23 and 
became an avid player quickly. It is clear she 
was a well-organized person, getting involved 
in volunteer secretarial jobs for the chess 
and swimming clubs, which must have been 
good preparation for when she moved to New 
York and did the same. 
 

Beth played in the famous Hastings Chess 
Congress (in England) in early 1952, and she 
won the Leinster Ladies’ Championship four 
times in a row from 1952-55. (Leinster is the 
major Irish province that includes Dublin). 
 
Cassidy never won the Irish Ladies’ 
Championship in five tries. She tied for first 
in it in 1953 but lost a playoff match to Hilda 
Chater, the perennial champion and Beth’s 
rival during that time period 1952-57. 
 

 
Closeup of the players in the 1954 Irish Championship in 
Belfast. Cassidy is seated 3rd from the left. Her constant 
rival, Hilda Chater, is seated at right. (Photo courtesy of 
"The Albert Long Collection") 

Cassidy was included on Ireland’s first 
women’s team when the very first FIDE 
Women’s Chess Olympiad was played in 1957 
in Emmen, Netherlands. (One of her 
opponents there, by the way, was American 
Jacqueline Piatgorsky, who later sponsored 
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the two famous Piatgorsky Cup grandmaster 
tournaments with her husband in California in 
1963 and 1966.)  
 

 
The overcrowded scene at the first Women’s Chess Olympiad in 
Emmen, Netherlands, 1957 in which Beth Cassidy played. A 
comical newsreel film report on it is here, in Dutch: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Finale_wereldschaaktournooi_voor_
dames_landenteams-517813.ogv 

 
Cassidy wrote a funny article about the 1957 
Women’s Olympiad experience for British Chess 
Magazine, which can be viewed here: 
https://www.icu.ie/articles/223 
 

“I suppose the most aggravating 
thing women chess-players have to 
contend with is the superior male 
attitude. One of the masters 
coming out of the adjournment 
room was overheard to say that he 
could not bear to watch the games 
any longer - the play made him 
quite ill and completely upset his 
nervous system. Poor fellow! 
Admittedly he was up till four in 
the morning analysing a long drawn 
out but clear-cut win for a player 
who succeeded in losing in five 
minutes flat. Then there was the 
case of Antonia Ivanova. Her 
husband, the Bulgarian master 
Bobotsov, insisted that she played 
under her maiden name so she 
would not harm his reputation ... 
this in the face of the fact that 
whilst Ivanova is an international 
master he is merely a Bulgarian 
one.” — Beth Cassidy 
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The criticism of the play of the event was not 
entirely unjustified, however. In the only game 
of Beth’s found online she resigned in a winning 
position against a Romanian player. See it online 
here: 
http://www.chessgames.com/perl/chessgame?gi
d=1818258 
 
Cassidy did some work as a photojournalist for 
BCM in England, but soon decided to immigrate 
to New York. The reason for this is unclear. 
One explanation I’ve heard says she married an 
American oil executive and move there with 
him. Another explanation is that she wanted to 
improve her chances of making her living as a 
photojournalist. 
 
In any case, she soon landed a job at the 
Manhattan Chess Club and was there 
throughout the 1960s during the era of the rise 
of Bobby Fischer. At first she was apparently a 
receptionist at the club, but she soon became 
described as the “assistant manager” under 
the great Hans Kmoch (1962-65). My 
understanding is that she then became the 
defacto manager from 1966 to at least 1969. It 
may be, however, that the title of manager 
was rather loosely applied to the small staff 
there. Sometimes she was referred to as the 
club secretary. In 1969 for example Al 
Horowitz in his New York Times column called 
her “one of the secretaries at the MCC and its 
ever-ready factotum…” 
 
The impression given is that she was very 
popular there among the regulars as well as 
visiting masters, and thus was the “go-to” 
person if a club member needed something or 
if an event needed organization. She had a 
rare combination of skills that made her good 
for the job — she had a sweet female 
personality that presumably made her calming 
and attractive to the club members, most of 
whom were competitive males, and yet also 
they appreciated that as a good chess player 
herself she understood the players and their 
needs. Plus she was good and competent at 
her job. The result was that she was well 
trusted, and made many friends there, and 
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was somewhat accepted as part of the “in 
group.” When visiting famous players like 
Spassky and Stein came through they soon 
became friendly with her as well.  
 
As a photojournalist this trust in turn gave her 
rare access to camera-shy players like Fischer. 
 
This is evidenced by her ability to take rare 
and revealing photographs of many great 
players in candid and playful situations. She 
did this from 1962 until 1970 (and at least on a 
few occasions after that as late as 1977) and 
amassed a rare collection of photos that rivals 
any other in the chess world. In 2008 when 
Frank Berry first met her in Tulsa, he 
arranged to scan and digitize her photos for 
posterity. I have access to Frank’s personal 
compilation, and below I present a selection of 
my favorites.  
 
Many of these photos are of unidentified 
players or FIDE officials in play at the club or 
in tournaments or banquets held in New York. 
IM John Donaldson working with Frank and 
other players from that era in New York (such 
as Anthony Saidy and the late Walter 
Shipman) were able to identify many of the 
players pictured. It is fascinating to a chess 
fan to see the great players of that era, at a 
time when players often wore suits and ties to 
tournaments or clubs. 
 
In addition to these photos, Beth Cassidy also 
began writing regularly for Chess Life in 1963. 
She did insightful interviews of players along 
with photos. Soon she was being sent to cover 
some chess events for the magazine. 
 
Her trusted position allowed her unique access 
— a great example of this is how she was there 
to cover GM William Lombardy’s ordination as 
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A Selection of Beth Cassidy 
Photos from the Manhattan 
Chess Club: 
Here are some of the many from the 
Manhattan Chess Club years: 
 

 
Bobby Fischer. One of the best photos ever taken of him. 

 

 
GM Bill Lombardy (left), young prodigy Sal Matera, and GM Bobby 
Fischer. 

 

 
GM Arthur Bisguier 

9

 
GM Larry Evans giving a lecture and simul at the club. 

 

 
GM Robert Byrne (left), IM Donald Byrne (next to him), GM Larry 
Evans (right). Notice all the players who were smoking. Very 
common in those days. 

 

 

 
Future Six-Time U.S. Champion Walter Browne, when he was a kid. 
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Cassidy’s rare photo of influential hypermodern GM Duncan Suttles 
(right) analyzing with IM Donald Byrne. 
 

 
Many wealthy New Yorkers hung out at the Manhattan Chess Club, and 
Beth captured them too. Here textile manufacturer Maurice Kasper is 
chatting with Bobby Fischer in 1967. Kasper was president of the club, 
and also was one of the founders of the American Chess Foundation, 
which gave financial support to many USA chess endeavors and 
professional players. 

 

 
Checkers champion Newell Banks, one of the greatest ever at that 
game, was also a chess master. Here Cassidy captures him giving a 
simul of both chess and checkers, one of the few who could do that. 
According to IM John Donaldson this photo may have been taken at the 
Marshall Chess Club, not the Manhattan Chess Club. 
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IM James Sherwin, who later became head of the American Chess 
Foundation vs. GM Art Bisguier in front. In the background table on 
the right is future GM Andy Soltis who now writes for Chess Life. 

 

 
Jerry Spann (right), with Isaac Turover, a wealthy philanthropist. 

 

 
GM Pal Benko with two stalwarts of the New York chess scene: IM 
Mike Valvo (left) and IM Bernard Zuckerman (right). 

 
Cassidy covered the FIDE 1964 Chess 
Olympiad in Israel, where she had not only 
great photos of the American team goofing 
around… 
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Cassidy’s photo of the U.S. team at the Olympiad in Israel in 
1964. Captain Isaac Kashdan (left) is the only one without a 
playful souvenir hat on. 
 
… but also she was able to parlay her 
friendship with Spassky and others to gain 
access to the great Soviet players of the time, 
including a dinner evening with Smyslov, 
Geller, Polugaevsky, and others! … 
 

 
GM Efim Geller (left), Former World Champion Vassily Smyslov 
(center), GM O’Kelly (right) at dinner in Israel along with … 

 

 
GM Lev Polugaevsky (left). 
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Newly-crowned world champion Tigran Petrosian giving a speech at 
the opening ceremony to the 1964 Olympiad. 

 

 
Famous Soviet GMs Tigran Petrosian (left), Alexander Kotov (center), 
Paul Keres (right) in the audience. 
 
In 1970 Cassidy covered the Interzonal 
tournament in Palma de Majorca, won by 
Bobby Fischer on his road to the 
championship. There, according to a New 
York Times reporter who was also present, 
Cassidy “entertained some of the players 
relaxing in the lounge of the Jaime 
Premiero Hotel with her piano version of 
the theme from the film Dr. Zhivago.” 
 
Sometime in the early 1970s she began 
employment for Shell, the international 
oil company, as a more traditional 
photojournalist working on their in-house 
publications, as well as oil industry 
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publications like the Oil & Gas Journal, 
which is located in Tulsa. I believe she spent 
most of her career in this work living in 
Houston and later moved to Tulsa, where 
she eventually settled when she retired. 
There she lived high up in the tallest high-
rise apartment building in Tulsa, the 32-
story University Club Tower, with a 
commanding view. 
 
Here is one of Cassidy’s first published articles 
from her time in Manhattan, with unique 
insights into the personalities of Bobby Fischer, 
Pal Benko, and Reuben Fine playing at the 
club: 
 
Rapids at the Manhattan Chess 
Club – 1963 

by  Beth Cassidy  

At this time in its life the MCC was housed in the Henry 
Hudson Hotel in downtown NYC. I was present at a typical 
rapids (5 min) tourney held in late 1963.  The invitees 
were Benko, Bisguier, Brandts, Fischer, McKelvie, Toth, 
Shipman and Steinmeyer.   

As expected, Fischer won the event with a perfect 7-0 
score. This was the first time I had seen Fischer in action 
and I must say it was a real pleasure to watch him. That 
he is a superb tournament player was obvious even in this 
small informal contest. He never gets flustered and seems 
to be unconscious of the people practically sitting on his 
shoulders. Only once did he call for hush and that was 
when an altercation of a box of biscuits arose on the 
sideline and appeared to be developing into a fracas. The 
biscuits and peace were restored and game continued. 

  
Cassidy’s photo of Benko and Fischer from this event. 

Fischer played with complete certitude and at no move 
did he show the slightest hesitation. He seems to see 
exactly where every piece can go and just what can be 
expected to block it and at what point. He was so relaxed 
that at times he sat with his chin on his hand as if quietly 
analyzing the position, which indeed he was—on his 
opponents’ time! His movements, though apparently 
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casual, are extremely quick. In his game against 
Benko, Fischer was white. This means that the clock 
was placed on Fisher’s left and that he had to move 
the piece, and stretch across the table to press the 
clock with the same hand. Taking into account the 
seconds inevitably lost on reaching for the clock, 
Fischer made very good time. The game went to 60-
odd moves and Fischer has used 2 minutes and 47 
seconds. 

His opponent in that game, Pal Benko, also showed 
a remarkable turn of speed, especially when you 
consider that in any chess match Benko’s greatest 
adversary is time. He always looks harassed and 
exasperated during a tournament. In this case he 
was entitled to his exasperation; he had just 
forfeited a game by not noticing a check and leaving 
his King en prise—an unprofitable oversight at the 
best of times! 

During the evening Reuben Fine arrived. I had never 
seen him before and was anxious to see the Idea 
behind “The Ideas Behind.” [TB— This is a reference 
to Fine’s famous book, “The Ideas Behind the Chess 
Openings.”) He is a small, quite unremarkable 
looking man, his one distinctive feature being a pair 
of the sharpest, shrewdest eyes I have ever seen. 
He is reputed to have two personalities. He is either 
extremely affable or completely silent. This was 
one of his quiet nights! I watched him playing 5-min 
games with Benko for over an hour without hearing 
him utter a syllable. He rarely raised his eyes from 
the board, and I have yet to discover the subtle 
signals that must have passed between them to 
denote the end of the game. One moment they 
were pushing pieces and pressing clocks and the 
next they were gathering in the pieces and changing 
colors. 
 
When IM John Donaldson was coming to Tulsa to do 
a lecture in May, 2019, he asked if we could arrange 
a meeting for him with Beth Cassidy so that he 
could ask some questions about her photos. I looked 
into it and found she had moved from her high-rise 
apartment, and after some further digging 
discovered she had gone into a rest home. I went to 
visit but was sad to find that she had passed away in 
2018. 
 
The melancholy moral of this story is, don’t forget 
to appreciate people while they are still alive. Many 
older people are treasures of information and 
stories, and often when they pass away so also 
disappears the many fascinating stories they could 
have told. For us, we will have to take comfort in 
Cassidy’s legacy of great photos from a golden age 
of chess. These photos and the game scores are 
about all that remains. 
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Carlson, Martin (1806) 
Graham, Shaun (1866)  
3rd Frank K Berry Memorial,  
18.05.2019 [E90] 
[Notes by Martin Carlson] 

This game was interesting due to the pawn 
ending that arose. 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0–
0 6.h3 Na6 7.Bd3 Qe8?! 8.0–0 e5 9.Be3 exd4 
10.Bxd4 Nb4 11.Re1 Nc6 12.Be3 b6 13.Nd5 
Nxd5 14.exd5?  

[14.cxd5! was the correct recapture. White 
now has a clear target on c7. During the game, 
I thought I would have play against his knight 
on e5 after exd5, but Shaun skillfully got 
himself out of my nonsense and equalized.] 

14...Ne5 15.Bd4 f6 16.Rc1 Qf7 17.Bb1 a5 
18.a4 Bd7 19.b3 Rae8 20.Bc3 Bh6  21.Rc2 
Nxf3+ 22.Qxf3 Rxe1+ 23.Bxe1 Bf5 24.Rb2 
Re8 25.Bc3 Bxb1 26.Rxb1 f5 27.Kf1 Bg7 
28.Re1 Rxe1+ 29.Kxe1 Qe7+ 30.Kd1 Bxc3 
31.Qxc3= Qe5?  

Exchanging queens loses. Going into king and 
pawn endings is always a risky proposition due 
to their trickiness.  

[Editor’s note: No doubt Shaun entered the 
K+P ending knowing it was very risky but 
desperate to avoid an otherwise very likely 
draw. If instead 31…Qe4, then 32. Qf6 either 
wins black’s c-pawn with check or allows many 
easy perpetual checks for white.] 

32.Qxe5 dxe5 
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Both sides in this interesting ending have 
their own pawn majority, but the problem is 
that white is positioned better to strike first 
and black will never get counterplay. 

Indeed, even though the computer initially 
only gives White a microscopic advantage 
after the queen exchange, I saw that Black 
would have to walk a very fine line to draw 
since White has a strong pawn break. 
Indeed, after deeper analysis, the computer 
evaluates the ensuing endgame as winning 
for White, although the win takes some time 
after correct play by both sides. 

33.b4 ! 

The first critical move. Black must run his 
king over and not be tempted to snatch up 
pawns. Shaun was in a time crunch here, so 
it wasn't easy to see all the possibilities. 

33...Kf8 34.c5  

 
34…axb4??  

Losing on the spot, thanks to a tactical shot. 
Instead, 34...Ke8 keeps the game going for 
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ADVAIT PATEL 

He is on the hunt for his 3rd GM norm this 
Summer and in early July is playing in the 
North American Junior FIDE Championship 
where he got one last year. Good luck! 

3

the moment. The point is that White no 
longer has the d6 push that occurred in the 
game. So, I have to play something like 
35.bxa5 bxa5 36.Kd2 Kd8 37.Kc3 Kd7 38.Kc4  

 

 
Analysis Diagram 

Now the onus would be on Black to make the 
only correct decision:  38...c6!  

(1) Trying to get the kingside majority 
rolling with 38...e4?? fails to 39.Kd4 c6 
40.d6 Ke6 41.h4 Kf6 42.g4 White can 
gobble up the kingside pawns since the 
Black king is tied up defending the d6 
pawn from promoting.; 

(2) Waiting with a king move like 
38...Ke7?? simply loses to 39.Kb5 when 
Black's kingside majority isn't fast 
enough to keep White from promoting 
the a-pawn.)  

39.d6 At this point, the computer's 
evaluation begins to climb slowly from 0.25 
until it finds that White wins with best play. 
Basically, analysis shows that since the Black 
king has to babysit the White monster on d6, 
the White king is free to rampage on the 
kingside. Eventually, even if all the kingside 
pawns on both sides disappear, the resulting 
position is winning for White. One example 
line runs: 39...Kd8 40.Kd3 Kd7 41.Ke3 Ke6 
42.Kf3 Kd7 43.g4 Ke6 44.gxf5+ gxf5 45.Kg3 
Kf6 46.Kh4 h6 47.Kh5 e4 48.Kh4 Now Black is 
in zugzwang. He can't advance the f-pawn 
since both of those pawns would then drop 
off, and he can't support them by advancing 



 

 

White to Move and NOT Checkmate 
Black!   (Medium) 

White to Move and Mate in ONE Move! 
Yes, that’s right. There is in fact one 
legal move here that will checkmate 
Black instantly. What is it?      
(Difficult) 

Answers Next 
Page 
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his king since the d6 pawn would promote. 

35.d6! 

The move Shaun said he missed. 

35...Ke8  

[35...cxd6 36.cxb6 and the pawn promotes.; 
35...bxc5 36.dxc7 and that pawn promotes] 

36.dxc7 Kd7 37.cxb6  

Now the a-pawn can calmly march up the 
board and promote. 

37...b3 38.a5 e4 39.a6 e3  

40.fxe3   1–0 
 
 
Wang, Oscar (1803)  
Donaldson, John (2410)  
3rd Frank Berry Memorial Stillwater (2), 
18.05.2019 [B22] 
[Notes by John Donaldson] 
1.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 Nf6 4.e5 Nd5 
5.Nf3 d6 6.cxd4 Nc6 7.Bc4 e6 8.0-0 Be7 
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9.Qe2 0-0 10.Rd1  

[10.Nc3 Nxc3 11.bxc3 dxe5 12.dxe5 Qa5 and; 
10.Qe4 Bd7 11.Bd3 f5 12.exf6 Nxf6 13.Qe2 Qa5 
are two other main lines.] 10...Na5 [10...Bd7 is 
also popular.]  

11.Bd3 Nb4 12.exd6 Qxd6 13.Nc3  

[13.Be4 f5 14.Bd3 Nxd3 15.Qxd3 b6 16.Nc3 Bb7≥ 
Rublevsky-Caruana, Russia 2009]  

13...Nxd3 14.Qxd3 [#] 14...Nc6  

[14...b6 15.Ng5 (15.d5) 15...Bxg5 16.Ne4 Qd5 
17.Nxg5 Qf5 has been played in several GM games 
and done okay.]  

15.Ne4  

[15.a3 b6 (15...Rd8) 16.d5 exd5 17.Nxd5 Bb7 
18.Bf4 Qg6=]  

15...Qd8 16.Nfg5?? f5 17.Qc4 fxe4 18.Nxe6 
Na5 19.Nxd8+ Nxc4 20.b3 Nb6  

0-1 

 

Continued on page 15 
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(1) 1. Rc6+!  avoids checkmating black. This move blocks white’s bishop on a8 so that it is 
no longer pinning black’s rook on b7. That in turn allows this rook to play 1… Rxh7 capturing 
white’s bishop and preventing mate.
 
(2)  If you try all the moves with white’s piece you see none of them checkmate black. But 
what about the pawns? The HINT I gave was that there is a legal move that will checkmate 
black. Legal moves include en passant moves! So ask yourself, what was black’s previous 
move in this position. If he had played pawn on e7 to e5 (blocking a check from white’s 
bishop on b2), then in the diagram position white can legally play 1. d5xe6 en passant! 
It is legal. This opens up the B on b2 for checkmate on the black king! 
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 NEW MASTER COMING 
TO OKLAHOMA 

I’m told Jeffery Haskel (2359) is moving from 
Florida to Oklahoma this week and will settle 
in OKC. You may start seeing him in some 
tournaments soon. 

Jeffrey is the son of Jon Haskel, one of the 
top tournament directors on the East Coast. 
Both of them were in Tulsa in 2008 for the 
qualification event leading to the U.S. 
Championship held in Tulsa later that year, 
sponsored by Frank Berry. 

Hopefully we will see Jeffery Haskel in our 
local tournaments soon. 
 

ESCHER CHESS EXHIBIT 
AT WCHOF 

Over 100 works from world famous mind-
bender artist M.C. Escher are now on display  
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at the World Chess Hall of Fame in St. Louis. 
Take my word for it; this is one art exhibit 
all chess fans will love to see, as Escher 
makes the impossible happen with his artistic 
illusions of chess imagery. Check it out. 
https://www.stlmag.com/culture/visual-arts/see-this-now-
mc-escher-infinite-variations/ 
 

 
PATEL GIVES “BLITZ” 
SIMUL IN CHANDLER  

IM Advait Patel gave a lecture and 
simultaneous exhibition for 13 challengers on 
Saturday, June 15, in Chandler OK at the 
Manvel Avenue Coffee Company.  

 
It was billed as a “blitz simul” and different 
time controls were tried to try to get a fair 
time balance for a series of multiple simul 
blitz games with every player. 
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Usually the game of the month is directly 
related to Oklahoma. Well, this one was played 
by an Indian, and there are lots of Indians in 
Oklahoma, right? This Indian is from the actual 
India, however; and he plays an amazing queen 
sacrifice I thought we all will enjoy seeing. It 
was played in March 2019 in Goa, at the same 
time control that we use here -- Game in 90 
+30secs per move. We witness a 2300-player 
beating a 2600 GM by sacrificing his Queen for 
just one knight and two pawns, and vague 
positional trumps. It should give us all hope 
that we too can produce a beautiful game like 
thise one! 
 
Mchedlishvili, Mikheil (2609) 
Rathnakaran, K (2338) [A27] 
2nd Goa GM Open 2019 Goa (3.17), 19.06.2019 
[Braunlich] 

1.c4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Nf3 f5  

Ratnakaran has been called the "Indian Tal", 
and here chooses a typically aggressive line for 
black.  

4.g3 Nf6 5.d4 e4 6.Nh4 d5!? [6...d6 is 
normal.] 7.Bg5  Bb4  8.cxd5  
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8…Nxd5!!  

After 11 minutes of thought, he decides to 
sacrifice his queen! Why? Black is not going 
to win the queen back. He saw far enough 
that he could reach a position with a piece 
and a couple pawns and a vague initiative 
for the queen, and his intuition said to try it. 
The decision was helped by the fact that the 
normal move here, 8. ...Qxd5, leaves white 
in slightly worse position after 9 Bxf6, gxf6 
10. e3. So why not try it? ...  

9.Bxd8 Nxc3 10.Qb3 The only move. 
10...Nxe2+! 11.Kd1  

[11.Kxe2 Nxd4+ 12.Ke3 Nxb3 13.axb3 Kxd8 
and black ends up 2 pawns ahead.] 

 11...Nexd4 12.Qe3  

When he had made the queen sac, our hero 
no doubt saw at least this far ahead and had 
to evaluate whether black had enough 
compensation. What do you think?  

 
12...Be6!!  

This is perhaps the most spectacular move of 
the game; more than the queen sac! After 
the obvious capture 12. ... Kxd8 13. Qg5+ 
black's piece coordination has been 
destroyed, and he still is way behind in 
material. Instead Rathnakaran has patience 
and keeps developing with every move, 
confident that white's K is caught in the 
center and will have a hard time finding 
shelter.  

13.Bg5  



 

8 

3

[13.Bxc7 Rc8 14.Bf4 0-0 is also tough for 
white. Note how quickly all black's forces are 
then brought into play, and ...Rfd8 is coming. 
Black would then have full compensation for 
the queen. Instead white tries another way.]  

13...h6 14.Bf6!?  

Mchedlishvili is a strong GM and doesn't want 
to cooperate by playing 14.Bf4 allowing 14...0-
0-0 and an initiative for black. So he gets 
creative and gives back one piece to damage 
black's pawns and slow his play a bit. [14.Ng6! 
hxg5 15.Nxh8 0-0-0 is not appealing for white 
either, but probably was the best plan, as 
black is now getting an advantage.]  

14...gxf6 84 15.Kc1 0-0-0 16.Bh3  

 
16...Bc5?!  

Black makes a mistake that prolongs the game. 
With 16...Ne5 black's attack appears to be 
unstoppable. The N is coming to d3 or g4, 
while white's pieces are all pathetic looking. 
Only his Q is protecting the open king. Here is 
the line my computer gives as best: 17.Rd1 c5 
18.Bf1 Ng4 19.Qf4 Nxh2 20.Qe3 Nxf1 21.Rxf1 
Bc4 22.Rh1 Bd3 winning, with threats like 
...Nc2, ...Rhe8, and ...c4-c3 etc.  

17.Bxf5!  

Now everything turns unclear again, and the 
result is up in the air! In the next phase of the 
game white is trying to find a way to 
consolidate his extra material, while black 
DOES NOT PANIC! He has lots of general 
compensation and doesn't have to be in a 
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hurry.  

17...Nxf5 18.Qxc5 Nxh4 19.gxh4  

19...Rd4!  

The threat of ..Rc4+ wins black a tempo to 
double his rooks.  

20.b3 Rhd8 21.Rb1  

[21.Kb2 Rd2+ 22.Ka3 R8d5 and white's K is in 
big trouble. Instead, white prepares to sneak 
his king into the corner!]  

21...Bg4  

Ratnakaran's comment after the game was 
that he wanted to prevent the White queen 
from coming to h5 and hence played this 
move. 

22.Kb2 Nb4 23.Ka1  

[23.Qxa7 Rd2+ 24.Ka1 (24.Ka3 Rxa2+) 
24...Rxa2+ 25.Qxa2 Nxa2 26.Kxa2 f5=]  

23...b6 24.Qc3  

 
24…c5!  

Black calmly just keeps improving his 
position, trusting in its resilience.  

25.a3  
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[25.Qg3 Bf3 26.Rhc1 Rd2 27.Rb2 Rd1 28.Rxd1 
Rxd1+ 29.Rb1 Rd2 30.Rb2 Rd1+ =]  

25...Nd5 26.Qc1 h5 27.Rg1 Rd3 92 28.Qc4 
Rd4 29.Qc1 Rd3  

He is okay with a draw with his GM opponent, 
which would have been a creative victory. But 
the GM wants more and so rolls the dice!  

30.b4?  

Lashing out like this weaken's white's K 
position again and gets him in trouble. Indian 
commentator Sagar Shah gives this analysis: 
[30.h3!? Rxh3 (30...Bxh3 31.Rg7 is good news 
for White. He has got his rook activated.) 
31.Qc4 f5 32.Rbd1! sacrificing back some 
material. 32...Bxd1 33.Rxd1+- White is well 
coordinated and is better.]  

30...Nc3 31.Qb2  

[31.Rb3 Ne2! (31...Rd1? 32.Rxd1 Rxd1 33.Rxc3 
Rxc1+ 34.Rxc1+-) ]  

31...Nxb1 32.Rxb1 Rf3 33.bxc5 Rdd3 34.Qb5 
Rxa3+ 35.Kb2  

 
…Bd7!  

Ratnakaran is no longer of any danger of 
losing, but can he win? He plays the rest of the 
game with continued vigor.  

36.Qc4 Ra4 37.Qg8+ Kb7 38.Rd1 Rxf2+ 
39.Kb3 Rf3+ 40.Kb2 Rb4+ 41.Kc1 Rc3+ 
42.Kd2 Rxc5  

Notice the transformation the game has gone 
through. Since the original queen sac black has 
won a whole rook and a couple more pawns, 
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including four that are passed! 

43.Ke1 Ba4 44.Qf7+ Rc7 45.Qd5+ Bc6 
46.Qxh5 Rg7 47.Rd6 Rb2  

It's a mating net. I hope you found black's 
daring play in this game inspirational, and 
will look for creative opportunities like this 
in your own games. Why not try it?  

0-1 
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Donaldson, John (2410) 
Carlson, Martin (1808)  
3rd Frank Berry Memorial Stillwater (5), 
19.05.2019  [A11] 
[Notes by John Donaldson] 

1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Bg4  

[2...Nf6 3.Bg2 Bf5 4.0-0 e6 5.d3 Be7 6.c4 c6 
7.Be3 0-0 8.Qb3 is a well-known variation.]  

3.Bg2 e6 4.0-0 Nf6 5.c4 c6 6.d3 Bd6 7.Be3  

[7.Qb3 Qb6 8.Be3 Qxb3 9.axb3 a6 (9...Na6) 
10.h3 Bxf3 11.Bxf3 Nbd7 12.Rc1 Ke7 (12...0-0) 
13.Nc3≤ Aronian-Matlakov, FIDE World Cup 
2017.]  

7...0-0 8.Qb3 Qe7 9.Nc3 Na6 10.Rac1  

[10.d4 might be better. The plan with Be3 + 
Qb3 doesn't seem to be as effective with 
Black's bishop on g4.] 10...Nc5 11.Qc2 [#]  

11...dxc4! This exchange is well-timed. 12.d4 
[12.dxc4 Bf5 13.Qd2 Rfd8 14.Rcd1 is equal as 
14...Bxg3?? fails to 15.Bxc5]  

12...Bf5 13.Qd1 Ncd7  

[13...Nce4 looks better as White has 
compensation for the pawn after 14.Nh4 b5 
15.Nxf5 exf5 16.Nxe4 fxe4 17.Bg5 Rfe8 18.Qc2 
Qe6 19.Bxf6 gxf6 20.b3 but not more.]  

14.Nd2 Nb6 15.Bg5 e5 16.d5 cxd5 17.Nxd5 
Nbxd5 18.Bxd5 h6?!  

This seems to lose time. Better was [18...Rad8 
completing development. After 19.Nxc4 
chances would be about equal.]  

19.Bxf6 Qxf6 20.Nxc4 Rfd8  

[20...Rad8 21.Bxb7 e4 offers Black activity but 
White is a pawn up.]  

21.Qb3  

[21.Bxb7 Rab8 22.Bg2 Ba3 23.Qa4 Bxb2 wins 
the pawn back.]  

21...Rab8 22.Nxd6 Rxd6 23.Rc7 Rd7 24.Rfc1  

7

[24.Rxd7 Bxd7 25.Rc1± was possibly stronger.]  

24...Qe7 25.Qc4  

[25.Rxd7 Qxd7 26.e4≤]  

 
25...b6?!  

This removes the b7 pawn from attack and 
stops Qc5 but both [25...Bh3 and; 25...Rbd8 
were better.]  

26.Kg2  

Preparing e4 without allowing ....Bh3. 
26...Kf8  

[26...b5 27.Qc6]  

27.e4 Bg6?!  

[27...Rxc7 28.Qxc7 Rd8 29.Rc3 is better for 
White but Black should have tried it.]  

28.Rxd7  

Now that the bishop doesn't protect d7 this 
invasion is strong. 

28...Qxd7 29.Qc7 Rd8?  

[29...Qxc7 30.Rxc7 a5 had to be played but 
after 31.Kf3 Black is struggling.]  

30.Qxe5 Re8 31.Qf4 Qe7 32.f3  

[32.Rc7! Bxe4+ 33.Kg1 was an immediate win. 
Now the game continues a few more moves.]  

32...Qe5 33.Qxe5 Rxe5 34.Kf2 Ke8 35.Rc8+ 
Kd7 36.Ra8 1-0 

 

Games from Recent Events 
Continued 
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July 13-14        51st Annual JERRY SPANN MEMORIAL                     Oklahoma City OK  
5-SS, G/90;+30.  Site: Residence Inn of OKC (North-Quail Springs) 13900 McAuley Blvd., OKC. (2 miles West 
of Quail Springs Mall on Memorial Road at Meridian Street).     Reservation Discount Link here. 
Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice (U1200). EF: $40 if mailed by 5/14, $50 thereafter, FREE 
for Masters 2200+ (deducted from winnings). Prizes $$2250 (1st Prize Gtd. each section, rest b/56 paid 

entries) Open: $600(G)-250, X: 200, A: 200. Reserve (U1800): $250(G) C: 200 D: 200, Novice (U1200): $200(G), 
1000/below: $150. Registration: 9-9:45am Sat 5/18. Byes: One ½-pt bye Rds. 1-5 if commit before Sat 
9pm. Rounds:  10-2:30-7, 9-1:15. Entries to: Tom Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch, Broken Arrow, 74011. Inquiries: 
tom.braunlich@cox.net  Web: www.ocfchess.org   

July 19-21      KANSAS OPEN           Wichita KS 
5-SS. G/120;d5. Holiday Inn, 549 South Rock Rd., Wichita, KS. 3 sections: (7/20 and 7/21) 5SS, G/120 d5. Prizes: $2070 b/80 
non-scholastic rate entries, Open(all): $350-250-150, U1900: $120. Reserve(U1800): $300-200-100, U16000: $75 Amateur 
(U1400): $250-150-75, U1200: $50. EF: $50 mailed by 7/13, $60 thereafter. Special EFs for scholastics – see website: 
Reg.: 7/20 8:00-9:30am. Rds.: 7/20: 10-2:30-7, 7/21: 9:30-2:00. KANSAS BLITZ CHESS: 1 section: (7/19), 5-double-round swiss 
system, G/5 d0. Prizes: $580 b/40 non-scholastic rate entries, $200-120-80, U2100 - $60, U1800 - $60, U1500/Unrated - 
$60. EF: $25 if mailed by 7/13, $35 thereafter. Reg.: 7/19 6-6:45pm. Rds.: 7:00, 7:30, 8, 8:30, 9. KANSAS BUGHOUSE: 1 
section: (7/19) 4pm. (details- see website). HR: Holiday Inn reservation at 316-686-7131. Note- can pay by paypal or 
credit/debit card by link on website www.kansaschess.org flier Ent: Laurence Coker, 8013 W. 145th St., Overland Park, KS 
66223. Make Checks payable to “Kansas Chess Association.” – Ph: 913-851-1583, e-mail: wlcoker7@hotmail.com 
Details will be available at: http://www.kansaschess.org 

Aug 17 / Aug 24  STEVE WHARRY “ConSat” CLASSIC       Tulsa OK  

 Rounds: 10:30am – 3:00pm each day. 
BYES: Two ½-point byes for either day if you can’t make it to one of the game days. Entry Fee: $30 for both days, 
$20 per day if you can only play one day. Adv. Entries via PayPal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich Adv. Entries by Mail: 
T.Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch Ave, B.A. OK 74011. Info: tom.braunlich@cox.net LS W.  Free coffee and refreshments.  

Sep 21   CENTER-STATE QUADS #2                   Chandler OK  
G/45+15; Dual Rated 4-RR grouped by rating (3 total games with players near your rating in a round-robin.) 
Chandler Baseball Camp, 2000 Park Rd., Chandler, OK 74834 (One-hour drive from both OKC and 
Tulsa). REG.: 8:30am-9:45am. EF: (Entry includes pizza lunch.) (FREE Entry for new members to USChess, or 
those renewing membership at site after at least 18-month layoff.) EF: $20 cash or check at door, or 

advance entry by Paypal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich MAXIMUM: 32 Players at this Venue. If more than that 
preference goes to advance entries, first arrivals. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net Rounds: 1-10:00; Lunch-12:15; 
2-1:00; 3-3:15. Web: www.ocfchess.org Free coffee and refreshments. 

Oct 12   NATIONAL CHESS DAY SPECIAL!               Tulsa OK  

For More Tournament Info Visit the 
USCF Tournament Site: 

www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 
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Predator vs. Alien 
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By IM John Donaldson 

REVIEW: 
Coach Yourself  
by GM Neil McDonald 
 
Coach Yourself (Everyman Chess 
2019, www.everymanchess.com, 304 pages, 
figurine algebraic, paperback, $27.95) is yet 
another solid effort by English Grandmaster 
Neil McDonald.  
 
This instructional work, aimed at club 
players between 1600 and 2200, 
concentrates primarily on how to improve 
one’s middlegame skills be it tactics, 
positional play or how to analyze. Very little 
emphasis is placed on opening play, the 
area where amateurs typically but 
mistakenly spend most of their study time.  
 
McDonald presents the reader with plenty of 
explanatory prose, keeping concrete 
variations to a minimum. Questions 
designed to engage the reader, a hallmark 
of Everyman books, appear throughout this 
book. Those who want to better use the 
time they have available to study chess will 
find Coach Yourself full of helpful hints. 
 
Like most Everyman books Coach Yourself is 
available in both print and electronic 
formats. 
 

Your reviewer IM John Donaldson in 2010 holding the 
framed poster given to him by Frank Berry.  (Braunlich) 


