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The experimental Tulsa “ConSat” Open, 
allowing players to get in four economical 
full-length (

 

The event drew 32 players and almost all of 
them agreed the format was a success. It 
was nice to be able to play traditional games 
without using up the entire weekend on 
them. The format allows players to finish 
early on both Saturdays and still be home in 
time for dinner, and Sundays are kept free, 
while at the same time the entry fee is held 
very low (due to no hotel costs for the 
organizers) and prizes yet remain fairly high. 
There were a few “growing pains” for the 
first event, including a couple of unnecessary 
bye/forfeits caused by some poor 
communications between players and TDs. 
We will work on that.  

A second ConSat event, the Steve Wharry 
ConSat” Classic, is planned for August. 

James Long (1970) played strong chess to 
win the Open Section with a 4-0 score, 
including wins over Anthony Paolercio, Chris 
Dooley, and me. His play was solidly 
aggressive, if that is not an oxymoron, and 
consistent. He sent his rating way back over 
2000 again. 

James Long (right) vs. A. Paolercio 
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Istvan Szabad (1500) was impressive in the 
Reserve Section for players under 1800, also 
with a 4-0 score, defeating Gabriel Teubner in 
the final round showdown of 3-0 players. 
Veteran Larry Deputy also played in this 
section, going 2-1 but with snowstorms in the 
forecast for the second Saturday afternoon he 
drove home early. 

Bran Whitcomb played his first tournament in 
several years and was rewarded with an upset 
win over Chuck Johnson in the first round. 

Brothers Joshua Li and Benjamin Li, kids who 
have only been playing in tournaments since 
last September, won the Novice Section with 3-
1 scores. The latter lost to Rebecca Rutledge in 
the first round but then won three in a row and 
defeated his brother in the final round to tie 
for first. They are names to watch in the future 
no doubt, just like the Xie brothers. 

Crosstables are available here: 
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?20190302731
2.1-12374730 

The TD and organizer was Harold Brown, 
assisted by Tom Braunlich. The host venue was 
the Harvard Avenue Baptist Church in Tulsa. 

See some selected games, next page. 

Istvan Szabad (left) vs Jacob Joy, a key game in the 
reserve section. Carlos Garcia in background. 
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Games from the Tulsa ConSat Open 
 
Dooley, Chris (1866) 
Long, James (1975) [B22] 
Tulsa ConSat Open (4.1), 02.03.2019 
[TB] 
The last round board 1 game. 1.e4 c5 2.d4 
cxd4 3.c3 Nf6 4.e5 Nd5 5.Nf3 e6 6.cxd4 b6 
7.Qa4 A rare move here I've never seen 
before, but it has its points. The pin on black's 
d-pawn is only temporary, but white's main 
idea is to use the Q to support the move Bc1-
a3 in the future, trading off black's good 
bishop. However, Long's play shows that this is 
not dangerous and black soon gets a good 
game. 7...Be7 8.Nc3 Nxc3 9.bxc3 0-0 10.Be2 
Bb7 11.0-0 Nc6 12.Ba3 Bxa3 13.Qxa3  

 
13…Qe7! When you have the better endgame 
prospects, as black does here, offering to 
trade queens is by itself a threat. With this 
move black essentially gains some 
development tempos as white will have to 
move his queen yet again.  
14.Qa4 [14.Qxe7 Nxe7 is good for black. But 
even with the queens on, black will be able to 
target white's weak "hanging pawns" on c3 and 
d4.] 14...d6 15.exd6 Qxd6 16.Rfe1 Rac8 
17.Rac1 Rfd8 18.Ba6 Bxa6 19.Qxa6 Rc7 
20.Qb5 Rdc8 21.h3 Na5 [21...Nb4! leads to 
winning white's weak c-pawn right away, i.e. 
22.c4 a6 23.Qe5 Qxe5 24.Nxe5 f6] 22.Ne5 Nc4 
23.Nd3 h6 24.Nb4 a5 25.Nd3 Qa3 26.Qb3 
[26.Rc2!? Nd6 27.Qxb6 Rc6 28.Qb3 Rxc3 
29.Qxa3 Rxa3 30.Rxc8+ Nxc8 31.Nc1 Nb6 Black 
is better but white still has drawing chances.] 
26...Qxb3 27.axb3 Nd2 Winning a pawn and 
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the game. Nice positional play by Long! 0-1 
 
Gardner, Joey (688) 
Rutledge, Rebecca (1129) [C42] 
Tulsa ConSat Open (4), 02.03.2019 
Tulsa’s Joey Gardner won a nice game against 
Rebecca Rutledge. 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 
Nf6 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.0-0 0-0 6.d4 Bxc3 7.bxc3 
Nxe4 8.Qd3 d5 

 
9.dxe5 Be6 10.Bb2 Nc5 11.Qe3 b6 12.Bb3 
Ne7 13.Nd4 Qd7 14.f4 Nf5 15.Qf3 c6 16.h3 
Ne4 17.Rad1 Nfg3 18.Rfe1 f6 19.Ne2 fxe5 
20.Nxg3 Nxg3 21.Qxg3 exf4 22.Qf3 Rf6 
23.c4 Rg6 24.cxd5 cxd5 25.c4 Rg3 26.Qxf4 
Rxg2+ 27.Kxg2 Bxh3+ 28.Kg3 Rf8 29.Qd4 
Rf6 30.Rg1 Rg6+ 31.Kh2 Qd6+ 32.Qe5 1-0 
 
Szabad, Istvan (1434) 
Teubner, Gabriel (1435) [B00] 
Tulsa ConSat Open (4.5), 02.03.2019 
[TB] 
1.e4 d6 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 Bg4 4.Bb5 a6 
5.Bxc6+ bxc6 6.h3 Bh5 7.Qd3 e6 8.0-0 Bg6 
9.Nc3 h6 10.Qc4 Qd7 11.Re1 Be7 12.Bf4 
Nf6 13.Bh2 0-0 14.e5 d5 15.Qe2 Nh7 16.a3 
a5 17.b3 Rfe8 18.Rac1 Bxa3 19.Rb1 Bb4 
20.Qe3 f6 [20...Bxc2] 21.Re2 fxe5? 
[21...Ng5] 22.Nxe5+- Qe7 23.Nxg6 Qf6 
24.Ne5 Ra6 25.Na4 Ng5 26.f3 Ra7 27.Nxc6 
Rb7 28.Nxb4 Rxb4 29.Be5 Qg6 30.Rc1 
Nxh3+ 31.Kf1 Ng5 32.Bxc7 Rb7 33.Be5 Rf7 
34.Ke1 Ref8 35.Rf2 Qh5 36.Nc5 Qh1+ 
37.Ke2 Qh5 38.Nd3 Ne4 39.Nf4 Rxf4 
40.Bxf4 Nxf2 41.Kxf2 Qh4+ 42.Bg3 Qf6 
43.Qe5 Qg6 44.Qe3 Kh8 45.c4 Rc8 46.c5 
Qf5 47.c6 h5 48.c7 Qf6 49.Rc6 h4 50.Bh2 
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h3 51.Rxe6 Qf7 52.Re7 Qg6 53.gxh3 Qc2+ 
54.Qe2 Qg6 55.Be5 Qh5 56.Bxg7+ Kh7 
57.Be5+ Kh6 58.Bf4+ Kg6 59.Qe6# 1-0 
 
Long, James (1975) 
Paolercio, Anthony (2080) [C44] 
Tulsa ConSat Open (3.1), 02.03.2019 
[TB] 
1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.c3 d5 5.exd5 
Qxd5 6.cxd4 Nf6 7.Nc3 Bb4 8.Be2 Ne4 9.Bd2 
Bxc3 10.bxc3 Bg4!? [The players have chosen 
an old variation of the Scotch Game, but this 
move by Anthony is new to my database. 
Normal here is 10...Nxd2 11.Qxd2 0-0 12.0-0 
Bf5 in which we have a position very similar to 
a main line of the Petroff, which is pretty 
equal except white has a little more central 
control. Anthony experiments and tries for 
more.] 11.0-0 0-0 12.h3 Bh5  

 
13.Rb1! Threatening Rb5. White offers a pawn 
and the tactics begin... 13...Qxa2 14.g4 
[14.Rxb7? Bxf3 15.Bxf3 Nxd2 16.Bxc6 Nxf1] 
14...Bg6 15.Rxb7 Na5 [15...Rab8! daring 
white to grab that c-pawn and leave his rook 
stranded on the 7th rank looks okay for black, 
although after 16.Rxc7 Qe6 17.Re1 Qd6 
18.Rxc6 Qxc6 19.Ne5 white would get pretty 
good compensation for the exchange.] 16.Rb4 
Qe6 17.d5!? Qxd5 18.Rb5 Qa2 

 
19.Qa1!  
White had no direct tactical way to exploit 
black's position, but by forcing a trade white 
eliminates the black queen that is holding his 
position together. This will give white good 
initiative for the pawn against black's 
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remaining scattered forces. 19...Qxa1 
20.Rxa1 Nc6 21.Ra6 Nxd2 22.Nxd2 Rad8 
23.Nf1 Rfe8 24.Ne3 Rd6 [Black tries to hold 
onto the pawn but this will prove impossible 
in the long run and perhaps better is for 
black to give it up now for counterplay with 
something like this: 24...Ne5 25.Rxa7 c6 
26.Rbb7 Rd2 27.Bf1 when the position looks 
about equal -- and if 27...h5 28.f4?? Nf3+ 
29.Kh1 Rh2#]  
25.Rc5 Be4 26.Bb5  

 
26…Re5?  
[Up until now Anthony has been defending 
nicely, but this is a bid for freedom that 
backfires. Black could continue to play 
defensive and apparently get away with it:  
26...Ree6 27.Nc4 (27.Kh2!?) 27...Rd1+ 28.Kh2 
Rh1+ 29.Kg3 Rg1+ 30.Kf4 h6! 31.Bxc6 g5+ 
32.Ke3 Bxc6+ 33.Kd2 Rd1+ 34.Kxd1 Bf3+ 
35.Kd2 Rxa6 36.Rxc7=;  

Also, an interesting position would 
arise after 26...Ne5!? 27.Rxa7 Nf3+ 28.Kf1 
Nd2+ because here white apparently has 
nothing better than to allow perpetual check 
by going back to g1 with the King, since 
29.Ke2? c6! 30.Ba4 Bf3+ 31.Ke1 g6 and 
white's king looks on the verge of being in a 
mating trap; so this is promising for black.]  

27.Raxc6 Bxc6 28.Rxe5 f6 29.Rc5 Bxb5 
30.Rxb5 Rb6 31.Rxb6 cxb6 32.Kf1 Kf7 
33.Ke2 Ke6 34.Kd3 Ke5 35.Nc4+ Kf4 
36.Ke2 g6 37.Nd2 f5 38.gxf5 Kxf5 39.Kf3 
g5 40.Nc4 h5 41.Nd6+ Ke5 42.Nc8 Kd5 
43.Nxa7 Kc4 44.Nc8 b5 45.Nd6+ Kc5 
46.Nxb5 Kxb5 47.Ke4 1-0 
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In some ways it was the end of an era in 
scholastic chess. Two big names were gone 
already from last year (as discussed below), 
and two more saw their final event.  

The annual OSCO Oklahoma State Scholastic 
Chess Championship held March 9 at Carl 
Albert Field House in Midwest City saw the 
closing year of participation by the two star 
players IM Advait Patel and NM Howard 
Zhong, the two highest rated players now in 
Oklahoma. 

Since Advait Patel came to Oklahoma about 
five years ago he has dominated his age 
group (and the adult age groups too) in the 
scholastic world and represented Oklahoma 
very well in the prestigious National Barber 
(K-8) and Denker (9-12) invitationals. Prior to 
that it was Howard Zhong, Oklahoma’s first 
homegrown NM since the late 1980s, who was 
the star player. 
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Denker Representative:  Howard Zhong 

But this time in their final event it was Howard 
who turned the tables with an upset of Patel in 
round 3 that led to his winning the state 
premier 9-12 title. (See this game in the “Game 
of the Month” page 10). 

This result was only Howard’s second win over 
Patel in 13 rated games played, but it was 
enough for Howard to earn the slot to represent 
Oklahoma at the Denker championship this 
year. (He will also stay to play in the U.S. Open 
for the seventh time.) 

Howard’s father Cheng Zhong points out,  

“Howard's first chess tournament (also with 
OSCO) was in January 2008. More than 11 years 
have passed; he is the ONLY player who started 
at that time (1st grade) and finishes the OSCO 
journey today (12th grade).  Along the way, he 

• Denker:    H. Zhong of Norman 
• Barber:    N. Pullela of Edmond 
• National Girls:  V. Zilajeva of Moore 

by Tom Braunlich 

Scholastic players with anxious parents looking on from the stands. (Photo: Cheng Zhong.) 
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JAMES LONG 
A veteran player in more ways than one, 
James showed how formidable he can be at 
the Tulsa ConSat Open where he went 4-0. 
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won 3rd thru 8th Grade Championships (6 
times in a row) and now is the 12th Grade 
State Champion, with many other awards. 
Howard was two-time Barber, and one-time 
Denker state representative.” 

Girls’ Representative: V. Zilajeva 

Another familiar name was at the top of the 
Girls’ standings for the slot in the National 
Girls’ Invitational — Zilajeva. But it was NOT 
Veronika, who graduated last year after 
winning the national title (another end-of-an-
era event).  

No, it is her sister Viktorija Zilajeva (1355), 
who edged out Charity Farell in the girls’ 
standings. Both come from well-known family 
traditions of participating in chess. I’m told 
Viktorija is different in many ways from her 
sister, so it is will be interesting to see her 
approach to the sport. 

 
Viktorija Zilajeva vs Howard Zhong, round 2.  (Cheng Zhong) 

Barber Representative: N. Pullela 

Eighth-grader Naren Pullela (1794) of 
Edmond won a tiebreak match over young 
Kelvin Xie (4th grader) to earn the 
representative slot in the national Barber 
invitational for K-8 players. Pullela has had a 
tough run the past six months after his rating 
fell from its high of 1940. But he has a sharp 
style and a lot of talent, so no doubt this 
success will mark the beginning of a 
turnaround. 

 



 

 

White to move and win.   (Easy) 
 

White to move and win.   (Medium) 
 

Answers Next 
Page 
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Team Competition Without Ida Freeman 
School 

The school and club team championships are 
perhaps as closely followed by the scholastic 
parents and enthusiasts in the scholastic chess 
world as the individual winners, and this year 
the field was wide open since Ida Freeman 
Elementary in Edmond was the other “big 
name that is gone.” They have long been 
OSCO’s largest team and perennial winners, 
but were absent this year after the retirement 
of their long-time coach David Nichols. 

Even so, Edmond-based teams still seemed to 
dominate.  

Edmond North H.S. won the grade 9-12 team 
title tied with Carl Albert H.S. of Midwest City. 

“Knights of the Square Table,” a club also in 
Edmond, won 6-9 and K-6.  

The Norman Chess Club Team won K-4. 

Ryan Amburgy was entered into OSCO’s hall of 
fame for players whose rating reaches over 
2000. No doubt he will be one of the leaders of 
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the post-Patel/Zhong era for young players. 

Many other winners got a plethora of trophies 
and OSCO-branded chess sets for prizes in 
individual grades and other categories. There 
are too numerous to mention here. All but the 
top premier section were only CXR-rated, not 
USCF rated. The crosstables are available 
here: 
https://www.cxrchess.com/tournaments/WC1165.html 

The USCF-rated Premier Section crosstable is 
here: 
http://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?201903090
482-14472386 

 

The TDs were Mike Swatek assisted by Joe 
Veal, with OSCO board members on hand also 
assisting including Chuck Unruh, Charles 
Unruh, Chris Amburgy, Padmaja D’Souza, and 
others.  

The time control was G/60, but strangely with 
no increment or delay. There were a total of 
219 players. 
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(1) This is from the Pro Chess League. With both players in time trouble, white found 1. 
Ke2! (threatening Nf2 mate). Black must play 1…Rxc3 and now 2. Nc5+, Kd4 (…Rxc5 lasts 
longer but is totally hopeless) 3. Nf5+  Kc4  4. Nd6+  Kd4  5. Ne6 mate!  Pretty. 

(2)  With two pieces hanging and black having a dangerous c-pawn White better have 
something good here. He can win by involving all his pieces in the attack: 
1. Qf5+ Kg8  2. Rxf8+  Rxf8  3. Qxf8+!  Kxf8  4. Re8 mate. 

Visit 
www.ocfchess.org 

Voted BEST GENERAL CHESS 
WEBSITE 

Chess Journalists of America (2016) 
Actively Managed by Jim Hollingsworth 

Ou r  I nt r ep id   Te x ic a n  V ol u n tee r  

Get 
OCF Member Content like the OCM 

Plus 
ü Breaking News 
ü Archived Chess Information 
ü Useful Chess Links 

… and more 

Chess Coaching 
Available from  

USCF Life Master  
Tom Braunlich 

Achieve Your Chess Goals 
• 

Personal lessons available at a 
Reasonable Price 

• 
Intermediate (1400+) or Advanced (1800+) 

Students Preferred 
 

Inquiries: 
tom.braunlich@cox.net 
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 Howard Zhong Wins Scholarship 

2019 has been a good year already for #2 
rated Okie player NM Howard Zhong. 

First, he learned that he has won early 
acceptance to M.I.T. starting next autumn. 
Second, he upset IM Patel to earn a slot in the 
Denker Invitational this summer. 

This past month Howard also won 
 2019 Scholar-Chessplayer 

Award. 

 

17-year-old Howard has long been outstanding 
at mathematics, and has competed in 
statewide math competitions since he was 
about 12, 

 for the past two and half years. 

His parents, Cheng and Jianming, are by now 
quite well known in Oklahoma chess circles 
too, and have for years advised other parents 
on how to help kids with chess. Cheng 
believes in the Life Lessons of Chess.  
https://en.chessbase.com/post/life-lessons-from-chess 

Cheng told me, “If I could leave some legacy 
in his life, I wish that Howard will appreciate 
that Jianming and I have encouraged and 
supported his chess in addition to developing 
his good character as a person. … Looking 
back at his chess journey, we feel fortunate 
that Howard has been nurtured by many 
Oklahoma chess players (Sergey, Joe, Shaun, 
etc.) and giants, like you, Frank, Chuck.   

2

“Chess culture in our state is quite different 
from that in Texas, at least in Dallas — 
(where I have seldom seen adult players 
helping young players). At our events 
players sit together analyzing their just-
finished games in a friendly manner. 
They are always willing to offer advice 
whenever asked. … I myself have enjoyed 
the association and friendship with Oklahoma 
chess players although I know little about 
chess.  Without such an environment, Howard 
would not have been able to make 
progress steadily and fast.” 
 

Arkansas Loses Its Most Prolific Organizer 

Karis Bellisario of Fort Smith has retired as a 
chess organizer and TD. This is a major blow 
for the Natural State as she has created more 
tournaments, with more enthusiasm, than 
anyone else there by far the past few years. 
The reason she gave for the withdrawal was 
dissatisfaction the USChess announcement of 
a controversial transgender policy last year 
that allows players to change their gender for 
chess events more than once. 

 

Arkansas Open in Mountain View 

The 2019 Arkansas Open was held on March 
16-17 in Mountain View, AR. It is a location in 
the middle of the state (an hour north of 
Little Rock). It seems a nice central location, 
but maybe not in mountainous Arkansas, and 
the site is hard to get to. Only 23 players 
participated this year. 

The Open section was a 6-player round robin, 
won by Bill Orton (2200), 4-1; followed by 
Tony Davis (2126) and Josh Pruett (1876), 
both at 3½, J.F. Holmes (1895) 2, Paul Hill 
(1663) 1½, Les Kline (1600), 1. 

The Amateur section was a 5-round Swiss won 
by Jerry Wayne Wells (1539), with 4½. Wells 
has essentially only been playing for one 
year, and is clearly improving rapidly. 

Tournament Director was Stephen Paulson. 
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Zhong, Howard (2301) 
Patel, Advait (2568) [E73] 
2019 OSCO State Championship (3), 09.03.2019 
[TB] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0-0 
6.Be3 This is a tricky variation that is not well 
known. The N on g1 is held back so that white 
can play a quick g2-g4 in some lines (supported 
by the B on e2). I had this played against me 10 
years ago by an IM and lost in a similar way to 
what Patel does in this game. 6...e5  
[It may be that this is not the best, cooperating 
too much with white's plans. Perhaps the 
waiting move  6...c6 is best here. Then if white 
develops his knight black plays ...e5 with a 
good game:  7.Nf3 because the position has 
transposed moves to the Gligoric System: 7...e5 
8.d5 Ng4 9.Bg5 f6 10.Bh4 Nh6 11.0-0 c5 etc. 0-1 
(66) Tran,T (2491)-Kazhgaleyev,M (2582)/2018 
(66); However, white can continue down a 
different path by continuing to delay the 
knights development and play instead 6...c6 
7.h3!?]  
7.d5 a5  
[Although this is often played, it does look a 
little slow. Better perhaps is the immediate  
7...Na6 as played in this GM game: 8.g4 Nc5 
9.f3 h5!? (9...a5 10.Qd2 h5!?) 10.g5 Nh7 11.h4 
f6 12.gxf6 Bxf6 13.Bf2 Be7 14.Kd2 Rf4 15.Qe1 
Bd7 16.Kc2 Na4 17.Nd1 c6 18.b3 cxd5 19.bxa4 
Bxa4+ 20.Kb2 d4 21.Rc1 d5 22.cxd5 Qb6+ 
23.Ka1 Bb4 24.Qf1 Qa5 25.d6 b5 26.Kb1 Bc3 
27.Nxc3 dxc3 28.Bc4+ bxc4 29.Qxc4+ Rf7 
30.Rxc3 Rb8+ 31.Ka1 Rb4 32.Qc5 Rb5 33.Qc4 
Rb4 34.Qc5 Rb5 35.Qc4 ½-½  (35) Wagner,D 
(2572)-Sutovsky,E (2633)/Douglas ENG 2018]  
8.g4! Na6 9.g5 Nd7 10.h4 

2

  
Howard looks well prepared for this line and 
I wonder if he had done some special 
analysis on it.  
10...Ndc5  
[My database indicates the critical line is 
10...f5 An example of this is a game by 
Gulko: 11.gxf6 Nxf6 12.h5 gxh5 13.Bxh5 Nc5 
14.Bf3 c6 15.Bxc5!? More ambitious than 
giving up white good B like this is to simply 
play Qc2 and 0-0-0, with mutual attacking 
chances. 15...dxc5 16.Qe2 cxd5 17.cxd5 Ra6 
18.Nh3 Ne8 19.0-0-0 Qh4 20.Ng1 Qf4+ 21.Kb1 
Raf6 22.Qc4 Nd6 23.Qxc5 b6 24.Qc7 R8f7 
25.Qd8+ Rf8 26.Qc7 Ba6 27.Be2 Rc8 28.Nh3 
Qh4 29.Qd7 Bxe2 30.Nxe2 Qxe4+ 31.Ka1 
Qxe2 32.Rdg1 Rf7 33.Qxd6 Rcf8 34.Ng5 e4 
35.Qxb6 Qxf2 36.Qxf2 Rxf2 37.Nxe4 Rc2 
38.d6 Kh8 39.d7 Rd8 40.Ng5 Rxd7 41.Nxh7 
Rdd2 42.Ng5+ Rh2 43.Rxh2+ Rxh2 44.Rb1 Re2 
45.Nf7+ Kg8 46.Nd6 Rc2 47.a3 Be5 48.Ne4 
Kf7 49.Ka2 a4 50.Ng5+ Ke7 51.Nf3 Bf6 52.Ne1 
Rd2 53.Nf3 Rf2 54.Ne1 Rd2 55.Nf3 Ω-Ω (55) 
Gulko,B (2535)-Caspi,I (2427)2010]  
11.h5 f5 12.gxf6 Qxf6 13.Qd2  
White has an improved version of the above 
variation, and it is easy to see he has a 
promising attack brewing on the kingside. 
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NM Howard Zhong 
(left) and  
IM Advait Patel. 
(Photo by Cheng Zhong). 

3

This is the kind of position white was hoping 
for with his opening choice! Patel rushes to 
get counterplay going and a race now 
ensues...  
13...c6 14.0-0-0 Nb4  
Black's Ns are not enough to cause white 
trouble by themselves, and are rather too 
far away to help the black king.  
15.Kb1 cxd5 16.cxd5 Bd7  
[Since white will be opening the h-file 
anyway, black has to choose whether he 
wants to try to defend with a pawn on h7 or 
on g6. He chooses the latter option, but the 
alternative 16...gxh5 17.Bxh5 Nbd3 18.Rh2 
Nf4!? might have been playable for black. 
At least this way a knight is brought back 
for defense. Then... 19.Nge2! would 
however have eliminated that good knight 
and left white with the better chances after 
something like 19...Nxh5 20.Rxh5 Bg4 
21.Rh2 Rac8 22.Rg1 etc.]  
17.hxg6 hxg6 18.f3  
White frees the B on e3 to go to g5 or h6 to 
begin the attack down the h-file. 
 18...a4 19.Bg5 Qf7 20.Bh6  
[20.a3 Nba6 21.Qe1 going to h4 is a strong 
continuation also.]  
20...Nba6  
[20...Bxh6 21.Qxh6 Qg7 22.Qd2 Qf6 
intending ...Qf4 looks like a better chance 
to defend. 23.Nh3 Bxh3 24.Rxh3 Qf4 etc., 
but even here the ending is quite good for 
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white, and Qe1 followed by Rh4 looks promising 
also. Black just doesn't have any activity for his 
knights.]  
21.Bxg7 Qxg7 22.Nh3! b5 23.Ng5 b4 24.Rh7 
Qf6  
[24...bxc3 25.Rxg7+ Kxg7 26.Qxc3 is not a 
serious defensive try for black, even though it 
might last longer.]  

 
25.Nb5!  
White has just one square for this knight, but it 
works. White's threat of doubling rooks on the h-
file now cannot be stopped.  
25...Rab8 26.Rdh1!  
Sacrificing a piece to bring in the queen.  
26...Bxb5 27.Bxb5 Rxb5 28.Qh2 Qxg5 29.Rh8+  
It's mate in a few moves. A tricky opening led to 
a position in which white got a quick attack but 
black didn't have the usual counterplay and the 
punishment was surprisingly quick... 1-0 
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2019 OKLAHOMA REGIONAL CHESS SCHEDULE 

Apr 27            RRSO XVII (Red River Shootout)        Davis OK  
The annual TX vs OK team match for fanatical players. For details, see: http://rrsochess.net/rrso_home.html 

May 17           Tulsa OK  
Donaldson is many-time captain of the U.S. Chess Olympic Team and will discuss those adventures, with Q&A. 
6:30pm. Harvard Ave Baptist Church, 3235 E. 17th St. Free admission. He will stay to play in the FKB Memorial…  

May 18-19   3rd FRANK K BERRY MEMORIAL        Okmulgee OK  
5-SS, G/90+30. OSU Institute of Technology, Student Union, Okmulgee OK. Hotel Nearby: Holiday Inn Express, 2780 
N. Wood, (918)765-0100. Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice (U1200). EF: $45 if mailed by 5/14, $50 
thereafter, FREE for Masters 2200+ (deducted from winnings). Prizes $$2400(1st Prize Gtd. each section, rest b/56 
paid entries) Open: $800(G)-250, X: 200, A: 200. Reserve (U1800): $250(G) C: 200 D: 150, Novice (U1200): 
$200(G), 1000/below: $150. Registration: 9-9:45am Sat 5/18. Byes: One ½-pt bye Rds. 1-5 if commit before Sat 
9pm. Rounds:  10-2:30-7, 9-1:15. Entries to: Tom Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch, Broken Arrow, OK 
74011. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net Web: www.ocfchess.org Info when available at:  www.uschess.org/tlas 

   May 24-27    TEXAS STATE AND AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP   Fort Worth TX 
7-SS. Top section is FIDE rated, open to 2000/above. Amateur Section open to 2000/below. Prizes: $8,350(G). 
info@dallaschess.com, www.dallaschess.com.  

June 15   METRO TEAM CHALLENGE    Edmond OK  
This is being rescheduled due to a problem with this date at the intended UCO site in Edmond. Details TBA. 

Late June   OCA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP        ?? 
5-SS Annual official OCA state championship and OCA membership meeting. Details TBA. 

July 13-14        51st Annual JERRY SPANN MEMORIAL                     Oklahoma City OK  
5-SS, G/90;+30.  Site: Residence Inn of OKC (North-Quail Springs) 13900 McAuley Blvd., OKC. (2 miles West of Quail 
Springs Mall on Memorial Road at Meridian Street). Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice 
(U1200). EF: $40 if mailed by 5/14, $50 thereafter, FREE for Masters 2200+ (deducted from winnings). 
Prizes $$2250 (1st Prize Gtd. each section, rest b/56 paid entries) Open: $600(G)-250, X: 200, A: 200. Reserve 
(U1800): $250(G) C: 200 D: 200, Novice (U1200): $200(G), 1000/below: $150. Registration: 9-9:45am Sat 
5/18. Byes: One ½-pt bye Rds. 1-5 if commit before Sat 9pm. Rounds:  10-2:30-7, 9-1:15. Entries to: Tom 
Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch, Broken Arrow, 74011. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net  Web: www.ocfchess.org  Info 
when available at:  www.uschess.org/tlas   Venue is tentative; subject to change. 

   July 19-21     KANSAS OPEN           Wichita KS 
5-SS. G/120;d5. Holiday Inn, 549 S. Rock Rd., Wichita KS. Three sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Amateur 
(U1400). EF: $50 if mailed by 7/13, $60 thereafter. Includes Blitz Tournament Friday night, 5-round double swiss, 
Game/5;d0. Details will be available at: http://www.kansaschess.org 

Aug 17 / Aug 24  STEVE WHARRY “ConSat” CLASSIC       Tulsa OK  
4-SS with two traditional G/90+30 games played on each of two Consecutive Saturdays. Harvard Avenue Baptist 
Church, 3235 E. 17th St. (17th & Harvard), Tulsa, OK. Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice (U1200). 
Prizes (b/30): Open: 1st-$200, X: $100, A: $100.  Reserve: 1st-$125, C: $100, D: $100. Novice: 1st $125. 
U1000/UNR: $100. More if entries allow. REG: Each day, 9:00-10:15am. Rounds: 10:30am – 3:00pm each day. BYES: 

For More Tournament Info Visit the 
USCF Tournament Site: 

www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 

Continued Next Page… 
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Two ½-point byes for either day if you can’t make it to one of the game days. Entry Fee: $30 for both days, $20 per 
day if you can only play one day. Adv. Entries via PayPal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich Adv. Entries by Mail: 
T.Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch Ave, B.A. OK 74011. Info: tom.braunlich@cox.net LS W.  Free coffee and refreshments.  

Sep 21   CENTER-STATE QUADS            Chandler OK 
4-RR. 4-player Quads tournament. Tentative Date. Details TBA.  

Oct 19   NATIONAL CHESS DAY SPECIAL       Tulsa OK 
Special Event. Perhaps Fischer-Random or Bughouse Tournament, or both. Details TBA.  

Nov 9-10   OKLAHOMA CITY OPEN           Oklahoma City OK 
5-SS. G/90+30. Traditional Weekend Swiss. Tentative Date. Hotel venue change; working on details.  

Dec 28        28th Annual HOLIDAY OPEN          Tulsa OK 
4-SS. G/45+15. Harvard Avenue Baptist Church, 3235 E. 17th St. (17th & Harvard), Tulsa, OK. Traditional event with 
one open section organized by Jim Berry. Details TBA. 

UPDATED ONLINE USCF TOURNAMENT LISTINGS CAN ALWAYS BE FOUND HERE: 

http://www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 

Submitted by Bart Gibbons      Submitted by Shaun Graham 
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By IM John Donaldson 

   The Queen’s Gambit Declined is a 
time-honored answer to 1.d4 and the 
subject of the latest opening book by 
the Scottish publisher Quality Chess. 
Playing 1.d4 d5 A Classical Repertoire 
(www.qualitychess.co.uk, 335 pages, 
paperback, figurine algebraic, $29.95) 
is the fourth book Nikolas Ntirlis has 
written or co-authored, and like his 
previous works it is characterized by 
emphasis on topical lines accompanied 
by clear explanatory prose. 

The heart of Black’s repertoire is 
playing …c5 in the Queen’s Gambit. 
This has been known for a long time to 
be the answer after 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 
3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.Nf3 Nbd7 6.e3 
h6 7.Bh4 0-0 8.Qc2 or 8.Bd3, but it was 
only recently that Kramnik showed 
that 8…c5 is also playable after 8.Rc1 
(played to discourage …c5). This line, 
which only dates back to 2015, is 
dubbed “The Professional Variation” by 
Ntirlis on account of the fact that to 
date its usage has been primarily 
confined to top Grandmasters. 

As would be expected on a book on the 
Queen’s Gambit considerable attention 
is paid to the Exchange Variation 
where the author devotes over 60 

2

pages to lines based on the solid …Nh5 lines (for 
example 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.cxd5 exd5 5.Bg5 
c6 6.e3 Be7 7.Bd3 Nbd7 8.Qc2 h6 9.Bh4 Nh5) with 
Black meeting White’s aggressive play with castling 
long by doing the same. 

As the title implies, Playing 1.d4 d5 A Classical 
Repertoire, doesn’t just deal with the Queen’s 
Gambit Declined. Considerable attention is devoted 
to the Catalan, where the author offers cutting edge 
theory on 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.g3 dxc4 5.Bg2 
a6. Readers may be surprised to discover that many 
of the key theoretical encounters in this variation 
were played in correspondence games, where they 
level of play is now very high with humans and 
computers collaborating.  

Lines where White does not play 2.c4 receive a 
thorough treatment, which is only appropriate when 
the London System has suddenly become all the rage. 
The author offers well thought out answers against 
White’s various tries (London, Torre, Veresov, Colle, 
Zukertort, and even the Blackmar-Diemer). 

Check out the following answer to the London with 
an instructive knight maneuver that deserves to be 
remembered. It comes from the game Karjakin-
Adams, Wijk aan Zee 2016, but the initial move order 
has been altered by Ntrlis to reflect what he believes 
to be the most precise opening sequence.  

 

 and 
…Ba6. 

In addition to the classical QGD, Ntirlis offers a 
complete repertoire against the Catalan, London 
System, Torre and all other significant alternatives 
from move 2 onwards.  

Every chapter begins with a discussion of typical 
plans, pawn structures and other relevant themes. 

This book also includes two bonus chapters covering 
1.c4 and 1.Nf3, providing a starter repertoire for 
QGD players against both moves. 

 


