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Opposite-Color Chess Sets of the Eastern Tradition 

Editor’s Note: 
 
This issue includes many interesting feature 
articles, as well as some important news for 
Regional players. 
 
The 2019 Tournament Calendar for 
Oklahoma and selected tournaments of the 
surrounding region, is presented here for your 
planning purposes. OCF is organizing 11 
events for the year. The tournament schedule 
has been difficult to plan for this year due to 
the loss of both our Wyndham venues in OKC 
and Tulsa, where there is new ownership 
wanting to charge too much. This has led to 
some “creative” solutions, such as the ConSat 
tournament idea and other new venues we 
want to try out.  

See the final two pages for these details. 
 
Istvan Szabad is back with an interesting new 
article about chess set designs that presents 
a new theory of their evolution, and which 
might surprise you! 
 
We also have some “gems” from Oklahoma 
Chess history research, plus much more…. 
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Can you imagine trying to play blitz chess 
with a set like this one? 

 
It is a French “Directorie” set design, 
popular in the late 1700s, and is typical of 
the sets from those days. If you think that it 
would be hard to tell the difference between 
the types of pieces in such a set, you are not 
alone! It was a problem for players back then 
as well. Furthermore, many sets of this type 
were even more thin and delicate than this 
example, and thus were not practical for 
everyday play. If you think it is annoying 
today when a finial gets chipped off of a 
piece on one of your nice wooden Staunton 
sets, imagine how often it happened to these 
delicate pieces. 
 
Until the mid-1700s these two problems were 
not seen as important, as most chess sets 
were expensive and owned mostly by the 
wealthy. For them the decorative nature of 
the sets, and the delicate way they were 
played with, was desirable and not seen as a 
practical problem. But as the game became 
more widely popular, and started to be 

2

played in coffeehouses and other venues that 
were more “rough,” these two design issues 
of…  
(1) visual piece distinction, and  
(2) practical play durability,  
… became increasingly important. There was a 
need to improve the practicality of the chess 
set designs. 
 
Starting in the late 1700s, chess sets began 
going through major evolutionary changes. The 
two design issues discussed above, I believe, 
motivated these changes. Craftsmen were 
attempting to make the sets more playable 
while also retaining their good looks. 
 
They tried to solve these problems with two 
basic approaches — what I think we can call the 
“Western European Tradition” and the “Eastern 
European Tradition.” These two traditions 
essentially competed with each other. There 
were many local and regional variations of 
course, but essentially it was inevitable that 
one of them would win out and become the 
worldwide standard. As you know, it was the 
Staunton design from England in the mid-1800s 
that was to become the official standard. It is 
from the Western tradition. But I want to focus 
this article on the lesser-known Eastern 
tradition! 
 
Let’s see how these two traditions led to the 
sets you see in tournaments today. We will 
start by briefly recapping the Western 
approach… 
 
The ‘Western’ Design Tradition 
 
To make the pieces more visually 
distinguishable, the Western tradition focused 
on “shape.” Each type of piece was changed to 
stand out as unmistakably different from the 
others in its form and figure. The pieces 
became less abstract. The Knight was given a 
horse head to symbolize its name. Kings and 
Queens received crowns. Bishops eventually 
were shaped so that it looked like they had a 
miter “hat” on. And Rooks began to look more 
and more like a castle tower. 

EASTERN EUROPEAN 
‘OPPOSITE-COLOR’ SETS 

By Istvan Szabad 
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We can see this evolution happening by 
reviewing the popular styles in chronological 
order: 
 
CALVERT SETS 
One of the first attempts at a more 
“distinctive” design was this one by John 
Calvert in 1790, in England: 

  
The Cavert bishop had a deep clefted miter, 
and the rook was a tower on a pedestal. The 
pieces were easy to distinguish, thanks to 
using a horse head for the knight. This soon 
became the widely accepted way to portray 
knights in other designs as well. Calvert 
produced his chess sets from 1790 to 1841. 
 
THE ST. GEORGE SETS 

 
Early in the 1800s the most common Western 
European chess design was the St. George, 
named after the famous St. George chess club 
in London. Most manufacturers in 19th century 
England, starting around 1830, produced 
chessmen of this style. The French also made 
St. George chess sets at a factory in Rouen. 
The design was a simple form and the pieces 
were easy to turn.  
 
Note: Because the pieces were thick and 
strong they were good for rough play in clubs 
and coffeehouses. (The Eastern tradition 
would also solve the durability problem by 

4

making the pieces thick and strong this way.) 
 
THE NORTHERN UPRIGHT SET 
Around 1845, Lord John Hay (1793-1851) 
designed the lovely Edinburgh-Upright (also 
known as the Northern Upright) pattern for 
the Edinburgh Chess Club in Scotland. 

  
 
  
By the 19th century, chess clubs and 
competitions began to appear all around the 
world, it became necessary to use a 
standardized set that would enable players 
from different cultures to compete with 
familiar pieces without getting confused. 
 
THE STAUNTON SET 
In 1849, that challenge would be met by the 
“Staunton” Chess Set. 
 

 
 
The Staunton pieces are the ones we know 
and (mostly) use today, which we simply 
think of as chess pieces. Although the 
Staunton design was patented, it immediately 
began to be copied all over the world.  In 
1924, FIDE recommended that only Staunton 
design chess sets should be used as the 
standard for tournament play. 
 
There were many regional variations, such as 
THE FRENCH STAUNTON (Lardy) 
which are now easily distinguished by the 
typical knight head (flat horizontal top line 
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ISTVAN SZABAD 
Our Hungarian-born chess collector not only 
wrote a fascinating feature article for us 
this month, but played a nice trap too! 
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with a small jutting rear fin) …. 
 

  
 
… as well as American sets such as THE 
DRUEKE STAUNTON, which began to appear in 
the 20th century. I’ve written about them in 

 
  
This is where we stand today. But that is only 
half the story! 
 
The ‘Eastern’ Design Tradition 
 
There is another long tradition of chess set 
designs which, although it lost out to the 
Staunton in the end, nevertheless is still 
around after some 200 years and is still often 
seen today even in tournaments, especially in 
Eastern Europe. This “Eastern” design is still 
visible from the chess sets of countries like 
Russia, Germany, Austria, Hungary, etc. 
 
The Eastern European design of course has 
many similarities to the Western — it adopted 
the horse head for the knight, and it made the 
pieces thicker and more durable, etc.  
 
But the unique distinguishing feature of the 
Eastern tradition is the use of opposite-
color accents on the heads of some of the 
pieces in each set.  
 
These are finials of dark wood atop the 
“white” chessmen, and light wood atop the 
“black” chessmen. 
 
In other words, to solve the problem of 
visually distinguishing the pieces, they took 
the approach of using “color,” not “shape,” 
as the distinctive factor. 
 



 

 

BLACK to move and win.   (Easy) 
 

BLACK to move and win.   (Difficult) 
 

Answers Next 
Page 
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One of the first sets that took this design approach that I’ve seen is this Dutch set made in the 
late 1700s. (Image from www.shaak-museum.com) 
 

 
 
As you can see, it still has the delicate “spindly” forms (except it has also adopted the horse 
head) — but the use of opposite-color accents on top of the King, Queen, and Bishop are used.  
 
How this peculiar feature of opposite-color accents on the pieces originally came about is not 
well known and possibly is lost to history. I have not seen it discussed in the literature on the 
subject. 
 
My theory is that it was done simply to make it easier to tell the pieces apart visually, as well as 
for aesthetic reasons; a different approach to that problem than was taken in the “Western” 
tradition using shape for this purpose. 
 
An even more extreme example of the Eastern approach using opposite colors (sometimes this is 
called “Inverted” colors by collectors), is this one from France about the same time, called the 
“Lyon” style: 
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(1) From the World Championship match between Kramnik (white) and Anand (black). White 
had played a long combo to reach this position, thinking it would be a good ending for him 
with his connected past pawns. But Anand had seen a move further: 

 
(2)  Sometimes you can win by strangling your opponent. Here as black GM Alexandra 
Kosteniuk played 1… Qf4! This attacks the rook while also maintaining a mate threat on h2. 
2. Rf1 and now 2… Rd2! puts white in Zugzwang! (White can’t play 3. Qg3 because black 
can now trade queens and then play …Rh2 mate!) White can only move her rook:  3. Rg1 
and now 3…g5 is played. (Not 3…Nxg1?? 4. Qa8 mates). 4. Rf1, Kg7 White resigns. 

Visit 
www.ocfchess.org 

Voted BEST GENERAL CHESS 
WEBSITE 

Chess Journalists of America (2016) 
Actively Managed by Jim Hollingsworth 

Ou r  I nt r ep id   Te x ic a n  V ol u n tee r  

Get 
OCF Member Content like the OCM 

Plus 
ü Breaking News 
ü Archived Chess Information 
ü Useful Chess Links 

… and more 

Chess Coaching 
Available from  

USCF Life Master  
Tom Braunlich 

Achieve Your Chess Goals 
• 

Personal lessons available at a 
Reasonable Price 

• 
Intermediate (1400+) or Advanced (1800+) 

Students Preferred 
 

Inquiries: 
tom.braunlich@cox.net 



 

7 

7

 
 
In any case, this opposite-color design feature 
appears to have originally started in Holland 
but then proliferated through the Eastern-
European culture, in various forms depending 
on what country you were in. Holland and 
France were soon won over by the St. George 
and later the Staunton designs and did not 
continue this approach in their regional sets. 
But it did continue in Eastern Europe: 
 
BIEDERMEIER SETS 
 
Apparently the first widely produced designs of 
this type are called the Biedermeier Set, and 
this design was made in Germany during the 
quiet period in Europe between the Napoleonic 
wars that ended in 1815, and the political 
revolutions starting in 1848. 
 
In the Biedermeier workshops in Germany 
mostly furniture was made, but since they had 
the equipment to work with wood they began 
to produce chess pieces too. Here is one 
example: 
 
           

  
As you can see, all the pieces except the 
knight are accented with a finial on top of the 
opposite color. Even the rook has a ball on top 
of the tower. 
 
The Biedermeier set is now mainly 
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distinguished by the strange bishop design. 
Instead of a “miter” it has a sloping head 
with an element that is supposed to look like 
a “feather” sticking out of a cap, which was a 
fashion style at that time. Over the years that 
Biedermeier “feather” evolved into what is 
called a “baton” sticking out of the head of 
these bishops, as in this example: 
 

 
 
In some sets, these batons can be removed as 
they easily get broken or lost in practical 
play... 
 
In neighboring Austria, the Biedermeier 
design was adapted to look like this: 
 

 
(Austrian Biedermeier chess pieces, early-1800s) 
 
The German “baton” on the bishop was 
transformed into what looks like a “cap” or 
“beret”! The Rooks have an opposite-color 
finial, but the Kings and Queens do not. 
 
AUSTRIAN COFFEEHOUSE SETS 
 
Then the design known now as the Austrian 
Coffeehouse evolved. The big fat “hat” of 
opposite color on top of the bishop separates 
it from its predecessors. 
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As you can see, the big opposite-color ball on 
top of the bishop does help distinguish it from 
the queen and king visually. 
 
The other new feature of this set is that it is 
purposely made more “robust” in thickness to 
serve its function for use in clubs and 
coffeehouses, where the play could get rough. 
(Similar to the St. George design in England). 
 
Here is a photo of the great Austrian GM 
Rudolf Spielmann (1883-1942), sitting with an 
Austrian Coffeehouse set. It is still common in 
Austria today. 

 
 
In the mid- to late-1800s other variations of 
the opposite-color set designs appeared in 
Russian, Czech, or Hungarian versions. All of 
these versions that came out after the 
Staunton design became the standard would 
incorporate the general Staunton appearance, 
while maintaining the unique opposite-color 
accent feature, but in different ways: 
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THE RUSSIAN SET 
 
In Russia, it was only the king and queen 
that got the opposite-color accent, and this 
is their distinguishing feature. When Russia 
became the USSR, (the "new chess power" of 
the 20th century) they came out with the 
Soviet style chess sets, which were like the 
Russian sets except they did NOT use a cross 
or crown on top of the king and queen, since 
the Soviet materialist society did not 
welcome religion or royalty symbols. So their 
king and queen feature finials or balls on top 
as in this modern example: 

 
 
 
Here is a 1955 photo of Botvinnik analyzing 
with Spassky on a Russian (Soviet) Set: 

 
 
Even the small travel sets you can get in 
Russia have this design feature: 
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THE CZECH SET 
This design from Prague and Bohemia features 
not only opposite color Kings and Queens, but 
has a distinguishing feature that the entire 
Bishop’s head is opposite color! 

 
 
Here you can see the great GM Paul Keres in 
play at a tournament using a Czech Set: 

 
 
 
HUNGARIAN SETS 
These are distinguished by opposite-color ball 
on top of the bishop only. It is thus similar to 
the Austrian Coffeehouse sets, which is not 
surprising as in the late 1800s the two 
countries were together in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. The Hungarian sets have a 
smaller ball when compared to the big fat 
Austrian ball on the Bishop. An early example 
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is this one: 

 
 
And a modern example of a Hungarian Set 
will look more like this one produced by 
Chess Bazaar: 

 
As you can see, by the 20th century the 
Hungarian style set conformed with the 
Staunton pattern in the shape of the bishop, 
as required by FIDE to be usable in 
tournaments, but kept the opposite-color ball 
on top of it! 
 
20th Century versions of this Hungarian style 
which are still very commonly seen even in 
tournaments are the famous Dubrovnik Set 

 
 
DUBROVNIK SET 

 
This is distinguished by the opposite-color 
bishop ball, plus the strong-necked knight 
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and the lack of a cross or crown on the king 
and queen. It is from Yugoslavia. 
 
ZAGREB SET 
This is another commercialized version of this 
similar theme, but it can have a cross on the 
king, which is also opposite-color: 

  
 
 
By the mid 20th century, because of the FIDE's 
decision to standardize the Staunton design, 
the opposite-color chess sets from the Eastern 
European tradition slowly began to disappear 
from official tournament play, at least in 
major FIDE events. They are still commonly 
seen in regular open tournaments in Eastern 
and Central European countries, however, and 
of course frequently seen in clubs and 
coffeehouses. 
 
Pink-Head Bishops: 
My Proof of My Theory! 
 
We’ve seen how the Eastern tradition of using 
opposite color accents on the pieces still is 
popular today from Hungary to Russia, even 
though the Staunton pattern is king. 
 
So why do I think the opposite color feature 
was first begun to visually distinguish pieces? 
Because I know it from my own experience! 
Let me tell you a funny (but real) story as my 
“evidence.” 
 
I grew up in Hungary, and sometimes played in 
the coffeehouses there. The only kind of chess 
set we played with was the Hungarian design, 
which featured the opposite-colored ball on 
top of the bishop. 
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Long ago back in the 1980s at the "flea-
market" in Hungary I bought a Polish chess 
set with board.  It was a cheap, socialist 
mass product, nothing special.  Surprisingly 
all the chessmen were one-color pieces! This 
was strange for me, because I was used to 
the Bishop in the Hungarian style with an 
opposite-color ball on top of it.  
 
When I played with this Polish set 
sometimes I had a hard time to distinguish 
the Bishop. For me it was natural that the 
Bishop always has two colors!  
 
One day I solved the problem! I took some of 
my wife’s pink nail polish, and painted the 
heads of all the Bishops! Here is a picture of 
this set, which I still have today, with the 
“pink heads”: 
 

 
 
I found it now much easier to play with! And 
that’s how I know that the way the opposite-
color accents of the Eastern design tradition 
got started for this reason, to help 
distinguish the pieces! 
 
Nowadays even here in Oklahoma you will 
see mostly standard Staunton sets, but 
occasionally someone has one with “Eastern” 
opposite color flare. Anthony Paolercio has a 
Zagreb set he uses in tournaments, for 
example; and we saw Gabe Coss with his 
beautiful self-made Dubrovnik set featured 
in the OCM. These are of the Eastern 
tradition begun more than 200 years ago! 
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Oklahoma Research Gems 

 

In May 1921, Tulsa experienced a horrible 
race riot in which upwards of 300 blacks 
were killed and their houses destroyed.  

It so happens that the Tulsa Chess Club was 
having a tournament at its downtown 
location that same notorious night, not far 
away from the carnage. 

Below is a sarcastic article that appeared in 
the Tulsa Morning World on the following 
day, drawing a parallel between the white 
and black pieces on the chessboard and the 
white rioters and black victims on the 
streets: 

 
At right is a nice story originally 

published in the Chicago Daily News in 
1908, which was reprinted in several 

Oklahoma newspapers. 
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Johnson, Chuck (2062) 
Zhong, Howard (2295) [E31] 
Holiday Open 2018 (4.1), 29.12.2018 
[TB] 
This exciting game was the board 1 matchup in 
the final round of the Holiday Open. 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Bg5  

The Leningrad Variation, Johnson's favorite line 
against the Nimzo-Indian. Spassky and Honorary 
Okie Alex Yermolinsky also favored this fairly 
rare line. Theory says it isn’t white’s best, but 
Johnson has had many successes with it in the 
past and no doubt relished the chance to play it 
against Howard. 

 

4...h6 5.Bh4 c5 6.d5 Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d6 8.e3 
e5 9.f3  

In recent years 9.Qc2 has become the main 
move here among the GMs, and Bd3 is also 
played. 9.f3 is still an important theoretical 
move however. 9...Qe7 10.Nf3 Nbd7 11.Nd2≤ 
white has achieved a slight advantage by 
controlling the e4 square and soon the key 
central diagonal when he plays Bd3. 11...g5 
12.Bg3 Nh5 13.Bd3 Ndf6 14.f3 Nxg3 15.hxg3 1-0 

2

(39) Berkes (2678)- Chuchelov (2565) 2011.  

9...g5 10.Bg3  

Better than 10.Bf2 which allows ... 10...e4 
with good play for black. White wants his B 
actively placed on g3 to discourage this move.  

10...Qe7  

This move appears to have been the one that 
has discouraged GMs from repeating the early 
f2-f3 line and switched to 9.Qc2.  

11.Bd3  

[11.e4 used to be the idea for white here, but 
Spassky himself showed black gets good play: 
11...Nbd7 12.Rb1 Nf8 13.Qa4+ Kd8 14.Bf2 Ng6 
15.Ne2 Kc7 16.Qa5+ Kb8 17.Kd2 Nd7 18.Nc1 
h5 19.Nd3 h4 20.Be2 Nf4 21.Nxf4 exf4 22.g3 
Ne5 23.gxf4 gxf4 24.Rhg1 f5≤ 0-1 (38) Bohm,H 
(2300)-Spassky,B (2625)/Moscow 1975]  

11...Rg8?! [11...h5!] 12.Ne2≥  

 
It looks like Johnson has achieved the better 
position. Once he brings the Q to control the 
b1-h7 diagonal he has a plan to open the 
center with f3-f4 and open the game for his 
two bishops, and it is not easy for black to 
deal with this.  

12...Nbd7 13.0-0 Kd8!?  

Bringing the K to c7 where it is fairly safe is 
common in this line. [My computer 
recommends sacrificing a pawn here to keep 
the game clogged up with 13...e4 14.Bxe4 
Nxe4 15.fxe4 h5!?]  

14.Qb1! Kc7 15.a4! Nf8  
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16.Bf5?!  

White expends two moves to trade Bs and 
thereby weaken the b7 square, but it doesn't 
seem enough. I think stronger is just 16.a5 
followed by a6 forcing weaknesses around 
black's king, with serious advantage for white.  

16...Ng6 17.Bxc8 Raxc8 18.a5 Nh5 19.Ra2 
Qd7 20.Rb2 Rb8 21.f4?!  

Howard is able to handle this attempt to open 
lines and keep control. I think stronger for 
white would be 21.Bf2 with ideas of playing 
g2-g4 followed by Ng3-f5. Once white 
established a N on f5 then the pressure on d6 
gives him great attacking potential with moves 
like Rb6 in the air.  

21...exf4 22.exf4 Nxg3 23.hxg3  

23.Nxg3 sacrificing a pawn to get the N to f5 is 
worth considering for white. 23...Nxf4 24.Nf5 
but now 24...Rge8! gives counterplay for black 
because if white continues with 25.Rb6 (Better 
is 25. Nxh6) black refutes it with the cold-
blooded 25...Ne2+ 26.Kh1 Nxc3 and wins.  

23...g4  

Black has kept lines closed and also made 
white's horse on e2 look rather fenced in -- 
This tempts Chuck into finding a way to use 
this knight as a sacrificial piece...  

24.Qd3 f5= 25.Rfb1 Nf8  

4

 
26.Nd4!?  

As I've said before, Chuck is one of the most 
creative Okie experts. At this point Chuck 
came up to me and said, "I just made a 
positional piece sac!" so I had to go look at his 
board. It's an interesting way to use the knight 
which was otherwise hemmed in by his pawns.  

I put this position on the computer to find out 
what was going on here. Objectively the 
sacrifice seems to be good enough at most for 
a draw, whereas white had a less drastic way 
to play and keep some advantage by 
maneuvering this knight via c1 to a5 instead, 
with the plan Ne2-c1-b3 and then a5-a6. If 
black then plays ...b6 white can jump in with 
Na5. Even then it wouldn't be clear what is 
happening although one has to believe white 
would be better after 26.Nc1. 

26...cxd4 27.Qxd4  

[27.cxd4 Qf7! 28.a6 b6 29.c5 Nd7! and the 
weakness of the d5 pawn means white's pawn 
center, and his comp for a piece, is crumbling 
away.]  

27...Kc8!  

The only move. The greedy 27...a6 loses to 
28.Qa7 Kc8 29.Rxb7  

28.Qxa7  

White has 2 pawns for the piece and possible 
breaks with c4-c5 and a5-a6 that look 
dangerous. But Black finds the only defense to 
shore up the c5 square immediately.  
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28...Qc7!  

 
29.Rb5  

Chuck takes a moment to prevent the trade of 
queens on c5. It seems to be too slow. One 
good possibility was 29.a6 b6 30.Qxc7+ Kxc7 
31.a7 Ra8 32.Rxb6 with a lot of activity now 
for white’s rooks. Then after …Rxa7 33.Rc6+ 
Kd7 34.c5 dxc5 35.Rb8 with a pin that provides 
enough pressure to draw, but no more. 

My computer prefers this line for white: 
29.Qe3 Nd7 30.Qe6 Rf8 31.a6 b6= White's Q on 
e6 is dominating. Black's unsafe king gives 
white lots of practical compensation for the 
piece.  I suspect Chuck rejected this line due 
to 29.Qe3 Qc5 30.Qxc5+ dxc5 when black has a 
slight advantage. So he moved to prevent 
...Qc5, but now:  

29...Nd7 30.Qe3 Nc5  

White was able to play Qe3 without allowing 
the exchange of queens, but black is just in 
time to prevent Qe6 and now has a definite 
edge.  

31.Kh2?  

[31.a6 seems the only chance now, but 
31...Kd8 32.axb7 Re8 33.Qd4 Qe7 leaves black 
in total control.]  

31...Kd8 32.Rb6 Ra8 33.Qd4 Qe7 34.R1b5 
Re8 35.Qd1 h5 36.Qb1 h4 0-1 

Great Advice  
For Chess Players 
From Non-Chess Players 
 
 
“If you don’t make mistakes, you’re not 
working on hard enough problems. And 
that’s a big mistake.” 

— Frank Wilczek 
 
“Good judgment comes from experience, 
and experience comes from bad 
judgment.” 

— Barry LePatner 
 
“It’s not that I’m so smart… it’s that I 
stay with problems longer.” 

— Albert Einstein 
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Rebecca Rutledge (758)  
Lydia Tang (1058)   [C56] 
2019 Southwest Class Championships, 
17.02.2019 [TB] 
Rebecca Rutledge shows her class by leading 
the Okie delegation at the Southwest Class 
Championships in February, tying for 3rd 
place in the Class E section and gaining over 
350 points! Her coach, Max Barnes, was well 
pleased!  
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.0-0 Bc5 
5.c3 0-0 6.d4 exd4 7.cxd4 Bb6 8.Nc3 d6 
9.h3 Re8 10.Bg5 h6 11.Bh4 Bd7 12.Qd3 
Nb4  

 
13.Bxf7+ Kxf7 14.Qc4+ Kf8 15.Qxb4 Kg8 
16.Rfe1 Rf8 17.e5 dxe5 18.dxe5 c5 
19.Qc4+ Kh7 20.exf6 gxf6 21.Rad1 Rg8 
22.g4 Kh8 23.Ne5 Rg7 24.Nxd7 Rxd7 
25.Rxd7 Qxd7 26.Bxf6+ Kh7 27.Re7+ Qxe7 
28.Bxe7 1-0 

2

Soltis, GM Andy 
Donaldson, John [B70] 
Lone Pine, 1981  [TB] 
Honorary Okie IM John Donaldson will be 
giving a lecture at the upcoming Frank K Berry 
Memorial in late May and playing in the 
tournament. He is best known for being the 
USA Team Captain, but could play a mean 
game too. Here is one example…  
1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Nge2 g6 4.d4 cxd4 
5.Nxd4 Bg7 6.Nde2 Nf6 7.g3 0-0 8.Bg2 d6 
9.0-0 Bd7 10.h3 Rb8 11.a4 a6 12.Nd5 b5 
13.axb5 axb5 14.Bg5 Nxd5 15.exd5 Ne5 
16.Nd4 h6 17.Bc1 Qb6 18.c3 b4 19.Kh1 Rfc8 
20.f4 Nc4 21.Ra2 bxc3 22.bxc3 Bxd4 
23.cxd4 Qb3 24.Ra7 Qxd1 25.Rxd1 Nb6 
26.f5 g5 27.f6 exf6 28.Ba3 Ra8 29.Rxa8 
Rxa8 30.Bxd6 Nc4 31.Be7 Ne3 32.Rd2 g4 
33.h4 Nf5 34.Bxf6 Nxg3+ 35.Kh2 Nh5 36.Be5 
f6 37.Bd6 Ra6 38.Bc7 Ra3 39.Bf1 f5 40.Rd3? 
Ra1 White's K is now in serious trouble... 
41.Kg2 Bb5 42.d6 Nf4+ 43.Kg3 Nxd3 0-1 
 
Szabad, Istvan 
Garcia, Carlos [C41] 
Tulsa ConSat, 23.02.2019  [TB] 
Our chess set collector Istvan Szabad got in a 
nice counter-trap in round 2 of the ConSat 
Open... 1.e4 d6 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 e5 4.Bc4 
Be7 5.h3 Nc6 6.a3 a6 7.d4 exd4 8.Nxd4 
Nxd4?! 9.Qxd4 c5 10.Qe3 Bd7 11.Nd5? b5 
12.Nxf6+ Bxf6 13.Be2 Qe7 14.Bf3 Rb8 
[14...Bd4! is stronger for black, e.g. 15.Qd3 
Be6 16.c3 Bc4 17.Qc2 Be5] 15.0-0 0-0 16.c3 
Be6 17.b4 Rfc8 18.Bd2 Qc7 19.Rfc1 Re8 
20.Bg4?! Qe7 21.Bxe6 Qxe6 22.bxc5 dxc5 
23.Qxc5 Rbc8 24.Qb4 Rc4 25.Qb3 Rec8 
[25...Rxe4 26.Qxe6 R4xe6 black is bettr] 
26.a4? Qc6 [Too focused on the c-file and the 
trap black sees coming up, black overlooks a 
simple win here with 26...b4.] 27.axb5 axb5 
28.Ra5= b4 29.e5 Bd8 30.Ra4 Be7 31.Ra7 
Bc5 32.Ra4 Qb6? Sometimes the trapper 
becomes the trappee... 33.Qxc4 [After 
33.Qxc4 Black resigned when he realized his 
intended  33...Bxf2+ 34.Kh1 Rxc4 wins the 
queen but loses on the back rank after 
35.Ra8+]  1-0 
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Review by IM John Donaldson 
Chess Opening Traps for Kids 
 
There is no question the future of chess lies 
with young players. This has always been the 
case, but never so much as today when 
roughly three quarters of US Chess Federation 
members are under 21. That most of these 
kids prefer receiving their information 
electronically rather than via the printed 
page is no secret, which has to concern those 
who love chess literature. Fortunately the 
death of the printed page appears to be 
exaggerated and that assessment extends to 
books on the royal game. 
 
Stronger and older kids learn to appreciate 
the benefits of reading chess books if they 
want to improve, but making the transition 
for weaker/younger players is not so easy. 
One book that will help to bridge that gap is 
Chess Opening Traps for Kids (Gambit 2018, 
127 pages, $16.95) by Graham Burgess. 
 
This attractively produced hardback book 
offers young chess players tips on how to 
improve their opening play and tactical eye 
via one hundred easy to digest miniature 
games.  
 

2

Here are a few examples from Chess Opening 
Traps for Kids which should prove 
entertaining for a wide audience from near 
beginner to about 1600. 
 
Newcomers to the game quickly learn the old 
trap 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nd4? 4.Nxe5? 
Qg5 5.Nxf7? Qxg2 6.Rf1 Qxe4+ 7.Be2 Nf3 
mate. Of course despite its success here 
3...Nd4? is not a good move.  Burgess shows 
how the knight hop can work well in a more 
natural way:  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 
4.Ng5 d5 5.exd5 Nd4 6.d6 Qxd6 7.Nxf7?? 
(7.d3) 7...Qc6 8.Nxh8 Qxg2 9.Rf1 Qxe4+ 
10.Be2 Nf3 mate! 
 
Two more examples Burgess provides of a 
well-known trap showing up in a different 
setting are: 
 
A well-known trap in the English Opening 
goes 1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.cxd5 Nxd5 4.g3 g6 
5.Bg2 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Bg7 7.Rb1 0-0 8.Rxb7! 
winning a pawn. 
 
Burgess gives a mirror image of this: 1.e4 c5 
2.f4 Nc6 3.Nf3 g6 4.Bb5 Bg7 5.Bxc6 bxc6 6.d3 
d6 7.0-0 Rb8 8.Qe1 Rxb2! 9.Bxb2 Bxb2 
10.Nbd2 Bxa1 11.Qxa1 f6 leaves Black a 
pawn. 
 
!.c4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Nf3 f5 4.d4 e4 5.Bg5 Nf6 
6.d5? exf3 7.dxc6 fxg2 8.cxd7+?? Nxd7! 
winning a piece is a trap that has caught 
strong Grandmasters.  
 
Burgess offers 1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 d5 3.e3 c6 
4.Bd3 Bg4 5.Ne2 Nbd7 6.f3 Bh5 7.0-0 Bg6 
8.c4 e6 9.cxd5 Bxd3 10.dxc6?? Bxe2 11.cxd7+ 
Nxd7! and again the double attack nets a 
piece. 
 
Chess Opening Traps for Kids would make an 
excellent stocking stuffer for the young chess 
player who is new to the game and wanting 
to study on their own. 
 
Recommended 
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2019 OKLAHOMA REGIONAL CHESS SCHEDULE 
Here is the year’s schedule for OCF events and other known important events in the region… 

Feb 23 and Mar 2          TULSA “CONSAT” OPEN                Tulsa OK  
4-SS split over two Consecutive Saturdays (“ConSat”), with two traditional G/90+30 games each day. Going on 
now. Entering for 2nd Saturday still possible. Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/10936.tla 

   Mar 9       FOUR-STATES WINTER OPEN           Joplin MO  
4-SS, G/60 d5. Hilton Garden Inn, 2644 E. 32nd St., Joplin, MO 64804. Info: joplinchess.org 

   Mar 16-17      ARKANSAS OPEN        Mountain View AR 
5-SS, G/120,d5. 

Apr 27            RRSO XVII (Red River Shootout)        Davis OK  
The annual TX vs OK team match for fanatical players. For details, see: http://rrsochess.net/rrso_home.html 

May 17           Tulsa OK  
Donaldson is many-time captain of the U.S. Chess Olympic Team and will discuss those adventures, with Q&A. 
6:30pm. Harvard Ave Baptist Church, 3235 E. 17th St. Free admission. He will stay to play in the FKB Memorial…  

May 18-19   3rd FRANK K BERRY MEMORIAL        Okmulgee OK  
5-SS, G/90+30. OSU Institute of Technology, Student Union, Okmulgee OK. Hotel Nearby: Holiday Inn Express, 2780 
N. Wood, (918)765-0100. Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice (U1200). EF: $45 if mailed by 5/14, $50 
thereafter, FREE for Masters 2200+ (deducted from winnings). Prizes $$2400(1st Prize Gtd. each section, rest b/56 
paid entries) Open: $800(G)-250, X: 200, A: 200. Reserve (U1800): $250(G) C: 200 D: 150, Novice (U1200): 
$200(G), 1000/below: $150. Registration: 9-9:45am Sat 5/18. Byes: One ½-pt bye Rds. 1-5 if commit before Sat 
9pm. Rounds:  10-2:30-7, 9-1:15. Entries to: Tom Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch, Broken Arrow, OK 
74011. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net Web: www.ocfchess.org Info when available at:  www.uschess.org/tlas 

   May 24-27    TEXAS STATE AND AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP   Fort Worth TX 
7-SS. Top section is FIDE rated, open to 2000/above. Amateur Section open to 2000/below. Prizes: $8,350(G). 
info@dallaschess.com, www.dallaschess.com.  

June 15   METRO TEAM CHALLENGE    Edmond OK  
2 Games, G/55,+15. Site: Oklahoma Christian University, Edmond, OK. Team match between OKC and Tulsa metro 
areas, with players from other cities also eligible as “wildcard” players. OPEN TO ALL Oklahoma players who are 
current USCF members. EF: $10, which includes pizza lunch and drinks. Prizes: Traveling team trophy for the 
winning team, individual awards TBA for each member of winning team. Areas:  OKC Metro = OKC, Norman, 
Edmond, Midwest City, Yukon, Moore. Tulsa Metro = Tulsa, Jenks, Broken Arrow, Owasso, Sapulpa, Sand Springs. 
Wildcard Areas = All other areas (Lawton, Stillwater, Muskogee, etc.) TD will assign as wildcards to balance the two 
teams evenly according to rules, and all will play. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net Web: www.ocfchess.org Info 
and More Details when available at:  www.uschess.org/tlas         Venue and date are tentative; subject to change. 

Late June   OCA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP        ?? 
5-SS Annual official OCA state championship and OCA membership meeting. Details TBA. 

July 13-14        51st Annual JERRY SPANN MEMORIAL                          Edmond OK  
5-SS, G/90;+30.  Site: Oklahoma Christian University, Edmond, OK. Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), 
Novice (U1200). EF: $40 if mailed by 5/14, $50 thereafter, FREE for Masters 2200+ (deducted from winnings). 

For More Tournament Info Visit the 
USCF Tournament Site: 

www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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 2019 OKLAHOMA REGIONAL CHESS SCHEDULE — CONTINUED 

2

Prizes $$2250 (1st Prize Gtd. each section, rest b/56 paid entries) Open: $600(G)-250, X: 200, A: 200. Reserve 
(U1800): $250(G) C: 200 D: 200, Novice (U1200): $200(G), 1000/below: $150. Registration: 9-9:45am Sat 
5/18. Byes: One ½-pt bye Rds. 1-5 if commit before Sat 9pm. Rounds:  10-2:30-7, 9-1:15. Entries to: Tom 
Braunlich, 7500 S. Birch, Broken Arrow, 74011. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net  Web: www.ocfchess.org  Info 
when available at:  www.uschess.org/tlas   Venue is tentative; subject to change. 

   July 19-21     KANSAS OPEN           Wichita KS 
5-SS. Includes Blitz Tournament Friday night. Details will be available at: http://www.kansaschess.org 

Aug 17 / Aug 24  STEVE WHARRY “ConSat” CLASSIC       Tulsa OK  
4-SS with two traditional G/90+30 games played on each of two Consecutive Saturdays. Harvard Avenue Baptist 
Church, 3235 E. 17th St. (17th & Harvard), Tulsa, OK. Three Sections: Open, Reserve (U1800), Novice (U1200). 
Prizes (b/30): Open: 1st-$200, X: $100, A: $100.  Reserve: 1st-$125, C: $100, D: $100. Novice: 1st $125. U1000/UNR: 
$100. More if entries allow. REG: Each day, 9:00-10:15am. Rounds: 10:30am – 3:00pm each day. BYES: Two ½-point 
byes for either day if you can’t make it to one of the game days. Entry Fee: $30 for both days, $20 per day if you 
can only play one day. Adv. Entries via PayPal: www.paypal.me/Braunlich Adv. Entries by Mail: T.Braunlich, 7500 
S. Birch Ave, B.A. OK 74011. Info: tom.braunlich@cox.net LS W.  Free coffee and refreshments.  

Sep 21   CENTER-STATE QUADS            Chandler OK 
4-RR. 4-player Quads tournament. Tentative Date. Details TBA.  

Oct 19   NATIONAL CHESS DAY SPECIAL       Tulsa OK 
Special Event. Perhaps Fischer-Random or Bughouse Tournament, or both. Details TBA.  

Nov 16-17   OKLAHOMA CITY OPEN           Oklahoma City OK 
5-SS. G/90+30. Traditional Weekend Swiss. Tentative Date. Hotel venue change; working on details.  

Dec 28        28th Annual HOLIDAY OPEN             Tulsa OK 
4-SS. G/45+15. Harvard Avenue Baptist Church, 3235 E. 17th St. (17th & Harvard), Tulsa, OK. Traditional event with 
one open section organized by Jim Berry. Details TBA. 
 

NOTES: 

1. All of these planned events, venues, and dates are subject to change. 
2. This schedule does not include any events from the The Chess Club at OU, which usually 

sponsors a couple tournaments a year, or the Challengers OKC Chess Club, which also has 
sponsored one-day events. As of this time their plans are not known, but will be 
accommodated if possible. 

3. Annual Events not yet announced: 
a. Southwest Open will probably be in Dallas on Labor Day Weekend (early September). 
b. Arkansas Championship is typically in late August. 

4. Dallas Chess Club also has numerous events throughout the year. 

 

UPDATED ONLINE USCF TOURNAMENT LISTINGS CAN ALWAYS BE FOUND HERE: 

http://www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 


