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CHANGES COMING TO OCM 
Oklahoma Chess Monthly is Switching to Bi-
monthly Starting in 2022, and Will Be 
Published at a Different Website:  
www.ochess.org 

OCM will switch to six issues per year in 2022, 
coming out on the first day of each even-
numbered month (February 1, April 1, June 1, 
August 1, October 1, December 1).  

Ø The name will CHANGE from “Oklahoma 
Chess Monthly” to “Oklahoma Chess 
Magazine” so that we can keep the same 
acronym! (I don’t want to have to change 
my monogrammed towels. ;-) 

Ø Each new issue, as well as the over five 
years of archived monthly issues, will now 
become available on the OCA site 
(ochess.org). 

Ø I will also be revamping the template and 
graphics for the publication. 

I hope to add to the content of each issue as 
well, and will continue to welcome annotated 
games, reviews, and ideas for articles from 
readers that are of general interest to players 
in this region.             More details below. 
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NM Ryan Amburgy (2260, OK) and Sho 
Glashauser (2130, KS), scored 4½ to win the 
5th annual Frank K. Berry Memorial in 
November, at a new site halfway between 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa. They split $800 in 
prize money for 1st-2nd  tie. 

 
R. Amburgy shakes hands with S. Glashauser before their key 3rd 
round game. (Video still from  R. Rutledge). 

The new location in Stroud just off I-44 at 
the Cattle Country Lodge, proved to be a 
popular venue. It’s close enough that 
citizens of both metro areas could skip a 
hotel room and drive it each morning if 
desired. The 60-player tournament room is 
pleasant, and normally the site has an 
excellent restaurant although it was closed 
this time due to Covid-related staffing 
issues. The sleeping rooms got mixed 
reviews, but overall everyone liked the site, 
especially for one-day events. Expect to see 
some more events there in 2022.  

(On OCA’s Facebook page Rebecca Rutledge 
posted a video tour of the playing hall taken 
during round 3 that shows the venue and the 
players really well! Check it out.) 

In the Reserve U1800 Section relative 
newcomer Vaughan Rees (1240), ranked only 
19th at the start by rating, scored 4½ to win 
it outright! Playing in just his second 
tournament, he gained over 300 points to 
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1563! His previous tournament was over four 
years ago, so this is quite an unusual case. 
Congratulations Vaughan. 

Elizabeth Braddy and Dr. Stefan Laos scored 
4-1 to tie for 2nd place. 

Garret Winsor (658) won the U1200 Novice 
Section with 4½ points to score a similar upset 
victory, ousting Rebecca Rutledge in the final 
round. Stone Burton and Caiden Henderson 
tied for 2nd place with 4-1. 

Who was FKB? 

Some of the younger readers may not be 
familiar with Frank K Berry. His twin brother 
Jim Berry was there to open the event and 
speak briefly of FKB’s accomplishments in 
chess. Together they were leading chess 
organizers in both Oklahoma and nationally for 
over 50 years. Frank was an international 
arbiter for FIDE and sponsored/directed two 
official U.S. Championships (in 2007 in 
Stillwater, and 2008 in Tulsa), along with 
hundreds of other chess events of all kinds. Jim 
Berry was President of the USCF during this 
time as well. 

 
FKB (center) with former world champion Anatoly Karpov (right) and 
GM Alex Onischuk. 

FKB died in 2016. See my article on him in the 
first OCM issue (Nov 2016). He was a 

5th Annual FKB MEMORIAL 
WON BY AMBURGY AND GLASHAUSER 

INAUGURATES NEW “HALFWAY” VENUE SITE 
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controversial figure, very outspoken, with 

 memories of FKB from the 
two winners. As an excerpt: 

After 10-year-old Sho Glashauser scored only 
1/5 in his first Oklahoma event, "Frank told 
me not to despair over the results," he said. 
"He told me to simply enjoy the game and 
learn as much as I could from my encounters 
with advanced players." Sho said he looks 
back fondly at those early tournaments and 
notes their significant influence on his 
development as a chess player. "Frank was 
perpetually entertaining and encouraging." 

Chris Amburgy (OCA President) remembers 
taking his young son Ryan to one of these 
events. "We were new to the chess scene and 
it was all a bit intimidating," he said. “But 
Frank put them both at ease, and made a 
point of making Ryan feel welcome. Frank 
was patient and kind and always made an 
effort to interact with Ryan. No doubt, his 
influence helped Ryan feel more confident in 
pursuing his love of chess." 

 
Alex Relyea and Nita Patel. (TB) 

Two special guests came all the way from 
New Hampshire to play in this event:  Alex 
Relyea and Nita Patel. Some of you will 
remember them as very active tournament 
directors and players during their years spent 
at OU. They left in 2008 to pursue career 
opportunities in New England, and Alex has 
continued to be a major tournament 
organizer there. (He was USCF Organizer of 
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the Year in 2016.) They had been good friends 
with Frank and still have many friends in 
Oklahoma who grew up with their events here. 
It was great seeing them again. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
TD for this tournament was Tom Braunlich, 
assisted by Josie Braddy and Jim Berry. 54 
players.      Crosstables are here: 
www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202111146012.0-16398630 

 
Many games from this event are below in the 
Games Section.  
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Phillips, David (1985) 
Tran, Luke (2051) [B22] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (3.2), 13.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
1.e4 c5 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 Qxd5 4.d4 Nc6 5.Nf3 

 
Phillips (left) and Tran playing this game. (Photo Rebecca Rutledge) 

5… Nf6 6.dxc5 Qxd1+ 7.Kxd1 Bg4 8.b4 a5 
9.Bb5 0-0-0+ 10.Kc2 Bf5+ 11.Kb3 Be6+ 
12.Ka4 axb4 13.cxb4 Nd5 [13...Ne4!] 
14.Bxc6 bxc6 15.Ng5!  

 
15…Bf5!? 16.Nxf7 Bxb1 17.Nxd8  
[White should call black's bluff with 17.Rxb1 
Nc3+ 18.Kb3 Nxb1 19.Nxh8 Nd2+ 20.Kc2 Ne4 
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21.Nf7 Rd5 22.f3 Nf6 23.Re1 White comes 
out of it two pawns up and is winning 
easily.] 
17...Bc2+ 18.Ka5 Kxd8 19.Bb2 e6  
[White has a R+2P for two pieces, plus 
better development, and so he is still better 
— but black’s two bishops won’t be easy to 
deal with and the win is still far off.] 
20.Rac1 Bf5 21.Be5 Kd7  
[With ideas of Be7 and Ra8 mate!] 
22.Ka4 Be7 23.Bxg7 Rg8 24.Be5 Rxg2 
25.Bg3 [Is the rook trapped?] 25...Bg5 
26.b5?  
[A blunder. White should probably try 
26.Rcg1 Rxg1 27.Rxg1 Bc2+ 28.Ka3 But here 
Black's Bs are very strong and the outcome is 
still in doubt after 28...Bd2 29.Kb2 Bf5 30.a3 
Bc3+ 31.Ka2 e5] 

26...cxb5+ 27.Kxb5 Bd3+ 28.Ka4 Bxc1 
29.Rxc1 Kc6 30.Kb3 h5 31.h4 Nf6 32.Kc3 
Bf5 33.Kd4 Ne4         0-1 
 
Amburgy, Ryan (2260) 
Glashauser, Sho (2130) [D15] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (3.1), 13.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
The top rated players were matched up 
early, in round three. 
1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 c6 3.e3 Nf6 4.Nc3 a6 5.d4 
[Turning the opening into the so-called 
Chebanenko Slav.]  
5...b5 6.cxd5  
[6.b3 I think is the main line. Now we 
transpose into a rather harmless version of 
the Slav Exchange Variation.] 
6...cxd5 7.Bd3 e6 8.a4!?  
[A new move in my database. 8.0-0 has been 
played here a lot, but has a drawish 
reputation.] 
8...b4 9.Ne2 Bd6 10.0-0 Nc6 11.Bd2 0-0 
12.Rc1 Qb6 13.Ng3 a5!  
[A good move, intending to trade the light 
square bishops, in black's favor.] 
14.Ng5 [A short flurry of tactics.] 
14...h6 15.Qc2 Bb7  
[The computer points out 15...Bd7! is an 
edge for black, with the point that the B 
targets the white a-pawn, e.g.: 16.Nh7 Nxh7 
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16.Nh7 Nxh7 17.Bxh7+ Kh8 18.Bd3 Rac8 
19.Qd1 Ba6  
[Back to the plan of trading bishops.] 
20.Qe2 Bxd3 21.Qxd3 Ne7 22.f4 f5 23.Qe2 
g6 24.Nh1  [Intending Nh1-f2-d3] 

 
24 …Rxc1  
Sho starts playing for exchanges, heading for 
a draw. But black is a bit better. White has a 
bad bishop.  

I’d suggest to play for more black could try 
24...Rc6 threatening to double, and if 
25.Rxc6 Qxc6 black has twin threats of 
...Qxa4 as well as ...Rc8. White would have 
to find the following pawn sac for 
counterplay — 26.Rc1! Qxa4 27.Qa6. 

Admittedly white gets good play for the pawn 
in this line, but the game remains 
interesting, and the computer says it's 
dynamically equal after 27...Rd8 28.Nf2 Kg7 
29.Nd3 Kf7] 

25.Rxc1 Rc8 26.Rxc8+ Nxc8 27.b3 Qc6 
28.Qd3 Be7 29.Nf2 Nd6 30.g3 Kg7 31.Kf1 
Kf7          
½-½ 
 
Glashauser, Sho (2130) 
Barnes, Maxwell (1923) [D52] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (2.2), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 e6 5.Bg5 
Nbd7 6.e3 Bd6 7.Bd3 0-0 8.0-0 Re8 9.Qc2 
h6 10.Bh4 dxc4 11.Bxc4 Qc7 12.Rac1  
[A nice trap, that black falls into.] 
12...e5?  

(see diagram next page) 
 

ALEX RELYEA 
Anyone who drives 1500 miles to play in one 
of our events and then defeats an Expert in 
the first round gets POTM! Congrats to our 
honorary Okie and longtime friend. 



 

 

White to move and win material.  
(From the game Shaun Graham – Martin 
Carlson, OKC Rapids 2021 

White to move and win.    
 

Answers Next 
Page 
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13.Qb3! Rf8 14.Nb5! Qb8  

[The point of white’s combination is a 
discovery on the black queen: 
14...cxb5 15.Bxf7+ Rxf7 16.Rxc7 Bxc7 
17.Rc1 maybe the move Max missed. 
17...Ne8 18.Bg3 e4 19.Bxc7 exf3 20.gxf3 
Black has two knights and a rook for the 

 
15.Nxd6 Qxd6 16.Bg3 Ne4 17.Nxe5 Nxe5 
18.Bxe5 Qe7 19.Rfd1 Nf6 20.f3 Nd7 
21.Bf4 Nb6 22.e4 Bd7 23.Bf1 c5 24.Qa3 
Qf6 25.Be5 Qe6 26.Rxc5 Rfd8 27.Bg3 a6 
28.d5 [and white won.]          1-0 
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Kelley, Braden (1566) 
Braddy, Elizabeth (1466) [B76] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (2.11), 13.11.2021 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 
6.f3 Bg7 7.Be3 Nc6 8.Qd2 0-0 9.0-0-0 d5 10.Nxc6 
bxc6 11.Bh6 Qa5 12.Bxg7 Kxg7 13.h4 h5 14.g4 
dxe4 15.g5 Ng8 16.fxe4 Bg4 17.Be2 Bxe2 18.Qxe2 
e6 19.Qc4 c5 20.Rd7 Rae8 21.Rhd1 Ne7 22.Qa4 
Qb6 23.R1d6 Qb4 24.Qxb4 cxb4 25.Nb5 Nc8 
26.Ra6 Rd8 27.Rc7 Kg8 28.e5 Rd5 29.Nd6 Nxd6 
30.Rxd6 Rxe5 31.Rd4 a5 32.Kd2 Rf5 33.Ke2 Ra8 
34.c4 bxc3 35.Rxc3 Rb8 36.b3 Kf8 37.Rc7 Ke8 
38.Rdd7 Rb4 39.Re7+ Kf8 40.Red7 Rxh4 41.Rd8+ 
Kg7 42.Rcc8 Rxg5     0-1 
 
Relyea, Alex (1800) 
Luscomb, David (2043) [B50] 
Frank K. Berry Memorial Stroud, OK (1), 
13.11.2021 
Alex was rewarded for his long trip here from 
New Hampshire with a very nice round one win 
over a strong expert! 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.c3 Nf6 4.Bd3 e5 5.0-0 Be7 
6.Bc2 0-0 7.h3 Qc7 8.d4 b5 9.d5 a5 10.Na3 Ba6 
11.Re1 b4 12.Nb1 Nbd7 13.b3 c4 14.Bb2 Rfc8 
15.bxc4 Nb6 16.Bb3 a4 17.Bxa4 Bxc4 18.Bb3 Bxb3 
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(1) Shaun played the lovely interference move  1. Ne5! Cutting the communication between 
the two black rooks and suddenly leaving them both hanging to white’s queen! Martin had 
nothing better than to give up the exchange with 1…R2xe5 with a losing position.
 
(2) Often a combination is hard to see when the key square is currently occupied by another 
piece. That is the case here. Black’s terribly placed King is in a mating net and white would 
like to play g2-g3 mate; but the pawn is pinned. The solution is to get it unpinned! So white 
first plays a clearance move:   1. Nf3+ !  Bxf3  to open the occupied e1 square, and now 
white can continue with a move to deflect the rook away from pinning the pawn  2. Qe1+!  
Rxe1  3. g3 mate. 
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19.Qxb3 bxc3 20.Nxc3 Nc4 21.Nb5 Qd7 22.Bc3 
Nh5 23.Nd2 Nxd2 24.Bxd2 f5 25.Nc3 f4 26.Qd1 
Nf6 27.a4 g5 28.a5 h5 29.Qa4 Qa7 30.Nb5 Qa6 
31.Rec1 g4 32.Nc7 Qe2 33.Nxa8 Rxc1+ 34.Rxc1 
Qxd2 35.Rd1 Qe2 36.a6 gxh3 37.gxh3 Nxe4 
38.Rf1 Kf7 39.a7 Nd2 40.Qd1 Nf3+ 41.Kh1 Qe4 

 
42.Nc7 Ng5+ 43.f3 Qf5 44.Rf2 Nxh3 45.Rh2 Bh4 
46.a8Q Nf2+ 47.Rxf2 Bxf2 48.Qe8+ Kg7 49.Ne6+ 
1-0 
 
Singh, Viraj (1306) 
Kelley, Braden (1466) [B13] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (3.13), 13.11.2021 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.Nf3 Bg4 5.Bf4 
Nc6 6.Nbd2 e6 7.c3 h6 8.h3 Bf5 9.Nb3 Nf6 
10.Bb5 Be7 11.Ne5 Qb6 12.Bxc6+ bxc6 13.g4 
Bh7 14.f3 g5 15.Bg3 Bd6 16.Qe2 Nd7 17.Bh2 
Nxe5 18.Bxe5 Bxe5 19.Qxe5 Kd7 20.Rh2 Qb8 
21.Qxb8 Raxb8 22.Nc5+ Kd6 23.b4 a5 24.bxa5 
e5 25.a3 Ra8 26.Rd2 exd4 27.cxd4 Rhb8 28.a6 
h5 29.Rf2 Kc7 30.Re2 Kd6 31.Kd1 Rb5 32.Rc1 
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hxg4 33.hxg4 Rb1 34.Rxb1 Bxb1 35.Rb2 Bg6 
36.Rb7  1-0 
 
Glashauser, Sho (2130) 
Luscomb,David (2043) [E32] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (4.2), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 0-0 
5.Nf3 b6 [5...c5] 
6.e4 Bb7 7.Bd3 d5 8.e5?  
[A big inaccuracy that gives black the 
better game. White should capture on d5 
first to keep black's Bb7 shut behind its 
pawn on d5: 
8.cxd5 exd5 9.e5 Ne4 10.0-0≈ An example 
GM game went from here: 10...Bxc3 
11.bxc3 f5 12.exf6 Qxf6 13.Ne5 Qh4 14.g3 
Qh5 15.Be2 Qe8 16.f3 Nd6 17.Bd3 59.Kf5 
Re8 60.Be3 Re6 61.Bc5 Re8 62.Be7 1-0 (62) 
Gretarsson,H (2567)-Beliavsky,A (2547) 
Heraklio 2017] 

 
8...dxc4 9.Bxc4 Bxf3 10.gxf3 Qxd4  
[Black is now much better.] 
11.exf6 Qxc4 12.Bd2 [ 
12.Bh6 is interesting, with the idea 
12...gxh6 13.Rg1+ Kh8 14.Rg7; Instead the 
computer points out black should ignore the 
bishop offer: 12.Bh6 Bxc3+ 13.bxc3 Nc6 
14.Bxg7 Rfd8 15.Rg1 Ne5] 
12...Nc6 13.Rg1 g6 14.Rg4 Nd4 15.Qe4 
Rad8 16.a3  
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16…Qb3?!  

[Unfortunately this doesn’t work. David 
would have had a winning position after 
16...Bc5 17.b4 Rd5! 18.bxc5 (18.Nxd5 exd5 
19.Rc1 Qa6 20.Qe3 Nc2+) 18...Re5!] 

17.axb4 Nc2+ 18.Kf1! Rd4  
[David might have overlooked 18...Rxd2? 
19.Qf4 suddenly wins for white.] 
19.Qxd4 Nxd4 20.Rxd4  
[With a rook and two pieces for the queen, 
white is winning.] 
20...e5 21.Rd5 Qc4+ 22.Kg2 c6 23.Rd6 Qh4 
24.Ne4 h6 25.Rxc6 g5 26.h3 b5 27.Rxa7 Kh7 
28.Re7 Kg6 29.Rxe5 Rd8 30.Be3 Rd3 31.Rc8 
Kh7 32.Re7 Kg6 33.Rg8+ Kf5 34.Bxg5 hxg5 
35.Rxg5+ Qxg5+ 36.Nxg5 Kxg5 [and white 
won]     1-0 
 
Rees, Vaughan (1290)  
Braddy, Elizabeth (1566) [B20] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (4.10), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
1.e4 [Newcomer Vaughan Rees surprisingly 
won the Reserve section rated only 19th at the 
start. This was the key game.]  1...c5 2.b3 
Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.Bb2 Nc6 5.Bc4 Nb6 6.Bb5 
Qc7 7.Bxc6 Qxc6 8.Nf3 g6 9.0-0 Bg7 10.Nc3 
0-0 11.Re1 d5 12.d4 Bg4 13.dxc5 Qxc5 
14.Qd4 Qxd4 15.Nxd4 Rac8 16.h3 Bd7 17.f4 
Bh6 18.Rf1 Bc6 19.Rae1 f6 20.exf6 exf6 
21.f5 Bd7 22.fxg6 Bd2 23.gxh7+ Kh8 
24.Nxd5 Nxd5 25.Rd1 Ba5 26.Bc1 Kxh7 
27.c4 Nc3 28.Rde1 Bc6 [28...Bb6 wins 
29.Re7+ Kg8 30.Rxd7 Rf7 31.Rxf7 Bxd4+ 32.Kh2 
Kxf7 up a piece.] 29.Re7+ Kh8 30.Rf5 [White 
should force a draw by perpetual with 30.Rf4 
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Rc7 31.Rh4+ Kg8 32.Rg4+] 30...Rc7? 
[30...Bb6 31.Be3 Rce8! wins.] 
 
31.Nxc6 bxc6 32.Re3 Bb6 33.c5 Ba5 
34.Bd2 Nd5 35.Rh5+ Rh7 36.Rxd5 cxd5 
37.Bxa5 Rc8 38.b4 Rd7 39.Kf2 Kg7 40.Ke2 
d4 41.Rg3+ Kf7 42.Kd3 f5 43.Rf3 Kf6?! 
[43...Ke6] 
44.g4 Rd5 45.Rxf5+ [45.a4 Ke6 46.gxf5+ 
Rxf5 47.Rxf5 Kxf5 48.Kxd4 gains a tempo on 
the game and may win.] 
45...Rxf5 46.gxf5 Kxf5 47.Kxd4 Ke6 
48.Kc4?! [48.b5 looks like the best try to win 
for white. 48...Rh8 49.Bb4 Rh4+ 50.Kc3 
Rxh3+ 51.Kc4 Rh4+ 52.Kb3 Kd5 53.Ka4 and 
white has shielded himself from checks. But 
it's likely to still be a draw anyway.] 
48...a6 49.a4 Rh8 50.c6  

 
Elizabeth does a good job of drawing this. 
The reason black can draw is that all she has 
to do is take the h-pawn and then return the 
rook to sacrifice it for the two pawns on the 
b and c files. The position is then a draw 
even though white remains a piece up, 
because white's rook pawn is the wrong color 
for his bishop. 
50...Kd6 51.b5 Rh4+ 52.Kb3 Rxh3+ 53.Bc3 
Re3 54.Kb4 axb5 55.axb5 Re4+ 56.Ka5 Rc4 
57.Be1 Rxc6     ½-½ 
 
Rees, Vaughan (1290) 
Wells, Bruce (1500) [C30] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (5.10), 14.11.2021 
1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.f4 d6 4.Nf3 Nbd7 
5.Bc4 h6 6.Qe2 c6 7.0-0 b5 8.Bb3 a5 9.a4 
Ba6 10.d3 Be7 11.fxe5 dxe5 12.Kh1 0-0 
13.Qf2 Kh8 14.Ne2 Ng4 15.Qg3 h5 16.h3 



 

9 

10

Ngf6 17.Nxe5 Nxe5 18.Qxe5 Bd6 19.Qg5 Qe7 
20.Bf4 Rae8 21.Rae1 Be5 22.d4 Bxf4 
23.Nxf4 Nxe4 24.Qxh5+ Kg8 25.Rxe4 
[25.Rxe4 Qxe4 26.Ng6] 1-0 
 
Tran, Luke (2051)  
Amburgy, Ryan (2260) [B12] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (4.1), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 c5 4.dxc5 e6 5.Be3 
Nd7 6.f4 Bxc5 7.Bxc5 Nxc5 8.Nc3 Ne7 9.b4!? 
A wild new move by Tran that works well! 

9.Qd4 b6 10.0-0-0 0-0 has been played before, 

 
9...Na6 10.Rb1 Nf5?! [10...Bd7 11.Nf3 0-0] 

11.Nf3 Qb6 12.Bd3 Ne3?  

This whole idea for black looks tempting, but 
is bad; and Ryan gets into trouble. 

13.Qd2  

The threat of Na4 forces black to retreat and 
get a weak pawn after some lost tempos. 

13...Nc4 14.Bxc4 dxc4 15.Qd4 0-0  

[15...Qxd4 16.Nxd4 a N is coming to d6 and 
white is much better.] 

16.Qxb6!  

[Perhaps Ryan may have been counting on the 
pawn gambit 16.Qxc4 Bd7 17.Qd4 Rac8 when 
black has full comp for the pawn. But Luke 
makes a good decision to go into a favorable 
ending instead.] 

16...axb6 17.Kf2?  

[Having played very creatively so far, suddenly 
Luke lets his foot off the gas in this ending and 
plays too slow. White can win a pawn with the 
simple 17.Nd2 b5 18.Nxb5 after some further 
logical moves, 18...Bd7 19.Nd6 b5 black has 
not enough compensation, and white can play 
for a win with 20.a4 bxa4 21.N2xc4] 

17...Nc7 18.Rb2 Bd7= 19.Ne2?! Nd5 20.Rd1 
Ra3 21.c3 Rfa8  

[Note how Ryan has improved every single one 
of his pieces in the last six moves while white 
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has made no progress and is about to lose 
material.] 

22.Nd2  

[22.Rdd2 Ba4 wins the c-pawn.] 

22...Rxa2 23.Rxa2 Rxa2 24.Kf3 [A better 
chance was 24.Nxc4 Bb5 25.Rd4 Kf8 26.Nd2 
Bxe2 27.Kxe2 Nxc3+ 28.Kd3 Nd5 but should 
still win for black.] 

24...Bc6 25.Ne4 f5 26.exf6 gxf6 27.b5 
Bxb5 28.f5 exf5 29.Rxd5 fxe4+ 30.Ke3 Bc6 
[and black won.]     0-1 
 
Amburgy, Ryan (2260) 
Wang, Oscar (1918) [D32] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (5.2), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 

1.Nf3 d5 2.e3 Nf6 3.c4 e6 4.b3 c5 5.Bb2 
Be7 6.Nc3 Nc6 7.cxd5 exd5 8.d4 Bg4  

This leads to a pleasant Isolated Queens 
Pawn position for white. A more combative 
way to play it for Black might be to quickly 
get the B to f6 to neutralize the diagonal, 
for example: 8...0-0 9.Be2 Ne4!? 10.dxc5 Bf6 

9.dxc5 Bxc5 10.Be2 0-0 11.0-0 Re8 12.Rc1 
Bb6 13.Nb5 Ne4 14.Nfd4 a6  

[Oscar shies away from the sequence 
14...Bxe2 15.Qxe2 a6 16.Nxc6 bxc6 17.Nd4 
c5 18.Nf5 g6 19.Nh6+ Kf8 This position looks 
bad for black at first sight, but actually he is 
pretty solid with good central control.] 

15.Bxg4 axb5 16.Nxc6 bxc6 17.Rxc6 Rxa2 
18.Bd4?!  

[White is better in this middlegame with 2Bs 
and better pawn structure. But this move 
gives Oscar an unexpected chance. It seems 
wrong in principle to trade off this good 
bishop. I'd play 18.Qb1 forcing the R to 
retreat, 18...Ra7 19.Qc2 with ideas of Rc8, 
and I don't believe the capture on f2 is a real 
threat. 19...Nxf2 20.Rxf2 Bxe3 21.Rc8 Qe7 
22.Rxe8+ Qxe8 23.Kf1] 

18...Bxd4 19.Qxd4 Qh4 20.f3?    [20.Bf3] 
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20...Rea8?  

[Missing 20...Nd2! 21.Bd7 (21.Rd1? Nxb3 
hitting the queen and with the idea ...Qf2+) 
21...Qxd4 22.exd4 Nxf1 23.Bxe8 Ne3 24.Rc8 g6 
would have turned the tables and forced white 
to walk a fine line to keep the balance in the 
endgame: 25. Bxb5+ Kg7 26. g4 Rg2+ 27. Kh1, 
Rb2 28. Kg1 and now black can repeat moves 
with …Rg2+ or play for more with 28…Rxb3.] 

21.Bh3! Rd2 22.Qa1!  
Taking advantage of black’s back rank. 
Qd8 23.Qc1 h6 24.fxe4+- dxe4 25.Rc7 Ra1 
26.Qxa1 Qxc7 27.Qa8+ Kh7 28.Qxe4+ g6 
29.Qf4 Qxf4 30.Rxf4 Rd3 31.Rb4  
[and white won.]     1-0 
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Winsor, Garret (618) 
Rutledge, Rebecca (1052) [A40] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (5.20), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
1.d4 c6 2.Bf4 d5 3.Nd2 Bf5 4.c3 Nd7 5.Ngf3 
Ngf6 6.h3 e6 7.e3 h6 8.Nb3 Be7 9.Ne5 0-0 
10.Bd3 Bxd3 11.Qxd3 Ne4 12.Bh2 Bg5 13.0-
0 Qe7 14.f4 Nxe5 15.dxe5 Bh4 16.Rf3 Qe8 
17.Rd1 c5 18.Qe2 Qa4 19.Ra1 c4? 
[19...Be7Ê] 
20.Nd4 Rac8 21.a3 Rfd8 22.f5 Ng5? 23.Rf4 
Nxh3+ 24.gxh3 Bg5 25.Rg4 exf5 26.Nxf5 
Re8 27.h4 Bxe3+ 28.Qxe3 Rc6 29.Rxg7+ Kf8 
30.h5 Qc2 31.Rf1 Rf6 32.Qc5+   1-0 
 
Wawrzaszek, Jason (1956) 
Glashauser, Sho (2130) [B13] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (5.1), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.Bd3 Nc6 5.c3 
Qc7 6.Ne2 Bg4 7.0-0 e6 8.Qe1 Nf6 9.f3 Bh5 
10.Qh4 Bg6 11.Bf4?! [11.Bxg6 fxg6 12.Nf4 
Kf7 13.Re1 e5!?] 
11...Qb6 12.Bxg6 fxg6 13.Qh3 Kf7 14.Nd2 
e5 15.Bg5 exd4 16.Nf4 dxc3+ 17.Kh1 Re8 
18.Bxf6 gxf6 19.Qd7+ Ne7 20.bxc3 Bh6 
21.Nxd5 Qd8 22.Qh3 Bxd2 23.Nxe7 Qxe7 
24.Rad1 Rd8 25.f4 Qe2 26.f5 Kg7 27.Qg3 
Bf4 28.Qxf4 Rxd1 29.Qc7+ Kh6    0-1 
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For the last five years this publication was 
hosted for download by the OCF website; a 
private USCF affiliate dedicated to traditional 
tournament chess (not part of the OCA state 
affiliate). One could also download there the 
OKIE DATABASE, a searchable database of 
games played in Oklahoma or by Oklahomans 
dating back over 100 years. 

Starting now, the host download site for both 
of these services is switching to the OCA’s 
official state website:  www.ochess.org 

There the latest issue of OCM will be 
downloadable as it switches to bi-monthly 

2

publication in 2022, as well as the archive of 
all past issues of OCM.  

Also download there the OKIE DATABASE 
(

The OCM will now serve as the OCA’s 
official publication, and often may include 
reports on OCA board meetings, minutes, 
treasury status, and any other information 

 

OCA secretary and Webmaster Rebecca 
Rutledge sent the following statement about 
these changes:  

“On behalf of the OCA board, I'd like to 
thank Tom Braunlich for all his hard work 
writing, editing, and publishing this 
outstanding magazine, the only one 
dedicated to covering Oklahoma chess 
players and events. We're proud to present it 
as Oklahoma's official chess publication, and 
we hope to be able to bring it to even more 
readers as the state's chess community 
continues to grow.”  

December 12, 2021   Oklahoma Blitz Championships     Chandler OK          
7-round Double-Swiss format (14 games).  Game in 3 minutes, + 2secs per move. Chandler Baseball 
Camp, 2000 Park Rd, Chandler, OK 74834.  Three Sections. Registration 1:00pm to 1:30pm. Rounds 
start at 2:00pm. Prizes: 1st $200(Guaranteed). Other prize estimates are based on 30 entries: Open 2nd 
$100, 3rd $50; Reserve (U1700) 1st $100, 2nd $75, 3rd $50; Booster (U1000) 1st: $75  Plaques will be 

 
 
December 18, 2021   30th HOLIDAY OPEN        Tulsa OK          
4-SS. G/45+15. (Dual Rated). Site:  .  
Two Sections: Open and Novice(U1200). Cash Prizes: Open: $200-1st(G), Novice: $100-1st(G),  
plus other cash prizes per entries in both sections. Reg: 8:30am-9:45am. Free pizza lunch for players. 
Free coffee and refreshments. (Non-Players can chip in to share in the pizza. EF: $30 cash or check at 
door. No advance entries, no credit cards. Round 1 10:00 a.m. Round 2 starts after pizza lunch and TD 
will post remainder of schedule at site. TDs:  Jim Berry and Harold Brown. BYES: one ½-point bye Rds. 
1, 2 or 3. Inquiries: tom.braunlich@cox.net. 918-284-2489. 

For More Tournament Info Visit the 
USCF Tournament Site: 

www.uschess.org/tlas/upcoming.php 
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Veal, Joe Dean (1925) 
Tran, Luke (2051) [B97] 
FKB Memorial 2021 (5.3), 14.11.2021 
[Notes by TB] 

I’m a sucker for the great old “Poison Pawn” 
Variation of the Najdorf. It was Fischer’s 
favorite, and always gets interesting Najdorfy 
games. Here’s an example from the 5th round 
of the FKB Memorial. 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 
a6 6.Bg5 e6 7.f4 Qb6  

 
8.Nb3  

Joe plays the retreat variation, which some 
believe is the best. Of course, the most testing 
move is to offer the pawn with 8. Qd2, Qxb2 9. 
Rb1, Qa3 and here 60 years of analysis of the 
lines with 10. f5 or 10. e5 have yet to come to 
a conclusion other than it’s all a lot of fun. 

8…Nbd7 9.Qf3 Qc7  

The intriguing element of the retreat variation 
is that white retreated his N away from its good 
square on d4, but black has to spend a tempo 
like he does here to relocate his Q so that …b5 
and …Bb7 can be played as in the Najdorf 
fashion. These two features roughly cancel 
each other out and you end up with a normal 

2

Najdorf-type position. 

10.0-0-0 b5 11.a3 Bb7 12.Bd3 Be7 13.Rhe1 
h6  

[The players are following the main line.] 

14.Bh4    [14.Qh3 is more popular.]  

 
14...d5!?  

This ambitious move does not work out well 
for Tran. Instead, I prefer black after the 
typical Najdorf sequence: 14...g5! 15.fxg5 
Ne5 16.Qe2 Nfg4 and black has a good game 
having won the e5 square for his knights. 

15.e5!  

[15.exd5 Nxd5 16.Be4 Bxh4 17.Bxd5 Bxe1? 
(but 17...0-0-0= would be equal!?) 18.Bxb7 
Bxc3 19.Bxa8 Bf6 20.Bc6] 

15...d4 16.Ne4 Nxe4 17.Bxe4 Bxe4 18.Qxe4 
Rc8 19.Bxe7 Kxe7 20.Rxd4  

 
Black was forced to gambit his d-pawn, but 
the compensation is not enough, mainly 
because of the bad placement of his King. 



 

13 

3

This is a good position to contemplate and 
come up with a plan for winning it. Should you 
just trade down to a won ending, or go on the 
attack? 

20...Rhd8  

[20...Nb6 21.f5 is too strong.] 

21.Red1 a5!?  

[21...Nc5 would force a heavy-piece ending 
that should be winning for white in theory, but 
is tricky. For example: 22.Nxc5 Rxd4 23.Qxd4 
Qxc5 24.Qd7+ Kf8 25.Qd6+ Ke8 26.c3 Qc6 Hard 
to see here how white makes progress, and 
trading queens also creates a rook ending that 
is a little hard to win.] 

 
22.a4  

Joe seems intent on finding a winning pawn-up 
ending here, which is a normal approach when 
up a pawn. But it could be much better to 
target black's exposed king with a direct attack 

] 

22...bxa4 23.Rxa4 Qb6 24.Rc4 Rxc4 25.Qxc4 
Qe3+ 26.Kb1 Qa7 27.Qd4  

This forces an ending, but again a direct 
attack with 27.Nd4 Nb8 28.f5! would I think be 
the easier winning ticket. 

27...Qxd4 28.Rxd4  

Yes, the ending now should be a win; but 
knight endings are always tricky! 

28...Ra8 29.Ra4  

4

 
29…g5!  

Setting up a weakness on f4 his N will attack. 

30.g3 gxf4 31.gxf4 Nb6 32.Rxa5 Rxa5 
33.Nxa5 Nd5 34.Nc6+  

[34.Kc1 Nxf4 35.Kd2 Ng6 36.Nc4 with the 
white King coming to e4 and white's N on c4 
(rather than f3 in the game) might give 
better winning chances.] 

34...Kd7 35.Nd4 Nxf4 36.c4 Nd3 37.Nf3 Kc6 
38.Kc2 Nb4+ 39.Kc3 Kc5  

 
Luke has managed to get a nice blockade and 
more active N. Here the players agreed to a 
draw, mainly because Joe was in time 
trouble. He is still better and could play on 

½-½ 
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By IM John Donaldson 

Street Smart Chess 
Street Smart Chess (2021, 246 pages,  
$29.99 for paperback) is Swedish 
Grandmaster Axel Smith’s fourth book 
for Quality Chess (www.qualitychess.co.uk) and 
is aimed at achieving better practical 
results for the tournament player. 
Among the topics covered are how to 
beat higher and lower rated opponents, 
how to draw higher rated opposition, 
forcing yourself to play for a win, 
playing for two results and how to be a 
difficult opponent in the opening. 

While Smith is the author of this book, 
he is by no means the sole contributor 
to its content with Baskaran Adhiban, 
David Navar, Aryan Tari, Bu Xiangzhi, 
Ulf Andersson, Laurent Fressinet and 
Peter Heine Nielsen all part of the 
project. Each of these world class GMs 
has interesting things to say. For 
example, in the chapter Fighting for 
(Un)equal terms: Avoiding Preparation 
(with Black), GM Fressinet offers the 
following guidelines (keep in mind these 
are written for 2200+ rated audience 
playing one game a day). 

Preparaton 

Being unpredictable is becoming more 
important as the engines get stronger. 
If the opponent has a weak spot, you go 
for that of course; otherwise, you use 

2

your knowledge to find a line that you like to play. I 
use more time deciding than actually preparing. That 
is mostly done at home; during a tournament my 
strategy is basically to survive, take time for a walk 
in the fresh air and keep energy for the game. 

If you opponent has good openings, the good news is 
that you know he is weaker afterwards. 

Fressinet’s advice might not be so helpful for amateur 
players playing several rounds a day, but the 
following insight from Adhiban (affectionately known 
as “The Beast” for his aggressive style of play) should 
be required reading for all players on the way up: 

“There is this notion that you should play safe facing 
a higher-rated player and that a draw is a good result. 
But if you want to become better you have to beat 
them one day, so just believe in yourself and go for 
the kill. It happens to me all the time that I overplay, 
but I would like to think that after a loss you learn a 
lot of things that you would not have learned if you 
had won. One loss is fine, you can always make a 
comeback and it’s not the end of life.” 

The chapter on Aryan Tari is all about the challenges 
of fighting the mindset that drawing a higher-rated 
player is the be-all and end-all. Even very strong 
players can suffer from this disease. 

Street Smart Chess is full of well-annotated games 
and exercises that support the points the author and 
contributors are trying to make.  

The level of the content varies, but this book is 
primarily aimed at players from 2000-2300, though I 
suspect even stronger players will find much of 
interest. 

An excerpt of this book can be found at 
https://www.qualitychess.co.uk/ebooks/StreetSmartChess-excerpt.pdf 

Like all Quality Chess offerings this book comes in a 
variety of formats including print (this book also 
comes as a hardcover) and as an e-book through 
Forward Chess https://forwardchess.com/ The latter 
have the nice feature that you can read the book on 
multiple devices.  

The prices for electronic versions also tend to be 
lower (Street Smart Chess is $23.99) as the publisher 
is able to pass on the savings from not having to print 
and mail the book. 

 

 

 


