
 

Editor’s Note:   Another big jam-packed issue this month. We 
have a full report on the prestigious new Rozsa Trophy 
invitational tournament — including many games with notes 
contributed by Max Barnes and Joe Veal. Our series of 
Oklahoma chess history articles continues with one of the 
most unique chess publicity stunts I’ve ever heard about: the 
Rexall Exhibition of 1922, played in a downtown Tulsa 
drugstore display window! Plus, there’s a report on Ryan 
Amburgy’s first IM norm (with all nine games added to the 
Okie Database), a fun retrograde analysis puzzle, news of 
the Holiday Open in December, etc.  Enjoy! 

 

THE ROZSA TROPHY 
A New Prestigious Annual Tournament 

by Tom Braunlich  
 

The inaugural edition of the Rozsa Trophy invitational 
round-robin for top Oklahoma players launched on 
January 27-29, and lived up to all its high expectations. 

Many states have an annual invitational event for their 
leading players — Missouri, Colorado, for example — in 
addition to their open state championship tournament. 
It makes sense for many reasons to support master-level 
chess in this way; and serves as a great opportunity for 
young players who are reaching the Expert level to give 
them the experience needed to try the NM title, etc. 
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But to organize such a tournament on an 
annual basis isn’t easy. It requires a state 
chess association that “has its act together” 
in order to pull it off. Since it is not paid for 
by entry fees, funding has to be found for it 
throughout the year, but that is helped by 
the fact that this event is not about having a 
high monetary prize fund.  

There were no cash prizes in the Rozsa 
Trophy at all — the players received the joy 
and honor of playing in such an event with 
other strong players, and the chance to get 
their name on the traveling “Rozsa Trophy” 
(which we will be displaying at future open 
tournaments). That’s the enticement. With 
no prize fund to cover, the expense of the 
event becomes manageable — basically just 
the cost of the venue. In this case organizer 
Harold Brown wanted to find a nice hotel 
location for the first edition, at the brand-
new Candlewood Suites hotel in Jenks, OK, 
which proved to be a lovely spot. 

As has been previously reported, the OCA 
supported the event by investing in a trophy 
to be made by Gabe Coss. Also, each player 
was to receive souvenirs for participating — a 
drinking glass with the tourney’s logo 
imprinted on it, and a copy of the group 
player photo “suitable for framing.” 

Who Was Invited? 

Paul Covington proposed this tournament to 
the OCA Board last Summer. Paul is from 
Colorado, where he was a leader of the 
state’s chess scene. He had organized the 
similar annual Colorado invitational and 
thought Oklahoma should have one too. But 
being a recent transplant to Tulsa where he 
has family (his brother is Mike Covington), 
Paul did not know the top players here. So, 
he asked me to handle the invitations, 
knowing that I had experience with this very 
delicate process. 

The trick is to start far in advance of the 
tournament by contacting potential invitees 
and giving them a heads-up, so that they set 
aside time for the event’s date if they do get 
to play. Then I got a list of the state’s 20 

top-rated players and let them know the event 
would be coming in January, and that the 
official invitations would be based on the 
December 2022 rating list for Oklahoma (which 
comes out in late November). 

All NMs? 

My initial hope was to field six players who all 
have the National Master title (which requires 
having reached the 2200 milestone in their 
chess careers). We could have done this, as 
there are eight NMs in the state, even though 
most of them are retired from chess, or semi-
retired. Some of them, I knew, would need 
some friendly ‘cajoling’ to get them to play. 
NMs Howard Zhong, Bart Gibbons and Robert 
Harrington declined, for annoyingly (to me) 
good reasons. NM Chuck Unruh is an active 
player, but declined due to conflicts with his 
busy work as one of the officers of the USCF. 

But I was VERY pleased that NM Thomas 
Amburn agreed to play. The prestige of his 
name as one of the best players EVER from 
Oklahoma would greatly add to the gravitas of 
this inaugural event. He is a six-time state 
champion, and for my money the best 
Oklahoma-born player coming from the Fischer 
era. In fact, he had encounters over-the-board 
with Dr. Bela Rozsa, the ten-time state 
champion for whom this event is named! Even 
though I knew Tom didn’t like to play in 
invitationals (preferring open tournaments), he 
agreed to help us out and play for the fun of it. 
(His poor final result in the event is in no way 
reflective of his stature in the state and his LM 
Life Master title). 

Of course, FM Ryan Amburgy immediately 
agreed to play. He’s the most prolific chess 
tournament participant this state has ever had, 
I think; often going far out of state with his 
supportive family to get master competition, 
which shows in his 2360 rating. So, to get 
master play close to home was a treat for him! 

NM Mark Hulsey of OKC, who back in the day 
also sported a rating in the high 2300s before 
his work as a medical doctor specializing in 
treating arthritis led him to have little time for 
chess, also accepted his invitation quickly.  
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With four NMs now accepting, the remaining 
two slots were offered to several players in 
the Expert category, going to the highest-
rated ones who accepted. Eventually David 
Zelnick and Anthony Paolercio took these 
final spots. I was happy to get them too, as 
both have had ratings close to 2200 but never 
quite made it, and perhaps this opportunity 
to play might inspire them and all young 
players to reach again for that elusive title. 
They certainly have the talent for it. Maxwell 
Barnes accepted the position as the first 
alternate should anyone have to withdraw. 

Final Roster 
1. FM Ryan Amburgy (2360) 
2. NM Tom Braunlich (2214) 
3. NM Tom Amburn (2200) 
4. NM Mark Hulsey (2151) 
5. David Zelnick (2096) 
6. Anthony Paolercio (2080) 
 Average: (2180) 
Five of the six players are from Tulsa. What’s up with that OKC? 

 

Paul Covington, as tournament director, did a 
random drawing two weeks beforehand and 
determined the pairings and colors for the 
event, giving us plenty of time to prepare.  

I gave all this “background” to the tournament 
because I think it’s important to know how 
much work goes into these things. 

Chess tournaments don’t just “happen.” 
Hosting something like this is the equivalent of 
hosting a big party or a wedding reception; a 
lot of people donate their time and skill to put 
it together, and are paid only with the 
satisfaction of supporting chess and a job well 
done. Such is the case here with Harold Brown, 
Paul Covington, Gabe Coss, Rebecca 
Rutledge, the members of the OCA Board, and 
many others. 

But at some point, the games must begin; and 
in this tournament, the games lived up to the 
potential, with lots of fighting play. Going in, 
everyone thought Amburgy would win, and the 
only question was whether one of us might nick 
him for a draw or two. I myself thought I’d be 
happy to get an even score in this field. But 
things didn’t go as pundits thought. Amburgy 
got three ‘nicks’ and somehow, I ended up in 
first place. (See cross table.) 

There now follows many key games, with notes 
contributed by Max Barnes and Joe Veal. All 
games will be in the Okie Database Update. 

Left to right: 
Thomas Amburn, 
Tom Braunlich, 
T.D. Paul Covington, 
Ryan Amburgy, 
Anthony Paolercio, 
David Zelnick, 
Dr. Mark Hulsey 
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Amburgy, Ryan (2360)  
Zelnick, David (2094) [A56] 
Rozsa Trophy 2023 Jenks, OK (1), 27.01.2023 
[Notes by Max Barnes (MB) / Joe Veal (JV)] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e5  
(JV) Zelnick's interesting choice to go into the 
Czech Benoni reminded of a State Scholastic 
Championship game a few years ago, Amburgy-
Teubner.  Typically, Zelnick essays the Tarrasch 
Defense for Black. 
4.Nc3 d6 5.e4 Be7 6.h3 h5 7.Nf3 Nbd7 8.Bd3 
Nf8 9.Be3 Ng6 10.Qd2 h4  
(MB) The last move of theory. Usually here, white 
opts to castle Queenside and go for play on the 
Kingside. 
11.Ng1 Nh5 12.Nge2 Bf6 13.0–0 Bd7  
(MB) Black should have an easier time pushing on 
the queenside. 
14.Rab1  
(MB) Here black can play 14... Ngf4, as after 15. 
Nxf4 exf4 16. Bxf4 Nxf4 17. Qxf4 Be5 18. Qe3 g5, 
black is pushing on the Kingside and white's 
pieces are somewhat misplaced. 
14...a6 15.b4 b6 [(MB) Alternatives: 15...Ngf4 or 
15...Nhf4] 
16.bxc5 bxc5 17.Rb3  
(Tom B Comment: My suggestion here would be the 
positional move 17.Bc2 intending Ba4, trading off 
white's bad bishop for black's good one and apparently 
preventing the strong sacrifice black makes in a few 
moves.) 
17...Qc8 18.Rfb1  
(JV)-Ryan has a nagging advantage; however, he 
needed to play 18. Kh2 to keep his edge and 
prevent Bxh3. Once Zelnick plays Bxh3, he is 
better. (Engines may say it is equal but it is quite 
difficult to defend against the attack). 

 

18...Bxh3!  
(MB) The idea here, as seen in the game, is 
that after 19. gxh3 Qxh3, Black's threat of 
Ng3 is very strong. 
19.gxh3 Qxh3 20.Rb8+  
(JV)- This is an error by Ryan where the 
engine suggests Bc2 as a defense, but it is a 
human one. 
20...Rxb8 21.Rxb8+ Bd8 22.Qd1 [(MB) This 
is an important move, as the queen needs to 
get to f3 to try and defend the attack.] 
22...Ng3 23.Nxg3 hxg3 24.Qf3 Nh4 [(MB) 
Black is significantly better here.] 25.Rxd8+ 
Kxd8 26.Bg5+ f6  

 
27.Bxf6+?  
(MB) A critical mistake. Better was 27. Bxh4, 
followed by 27... gxf2+ 28. Kxf2 Qh2+! 29. 
Ke1 Rxh4 where black still has an advantage. 
However, after …  
27...Ke8 (MB) Black could have safely taken 
27... gxf6 and then ran his king to c8/b6 to 
avoid the checks, where he would be up an 
exchange with a mating attack. 
(JV)- Ryan resorted to what I call a "bluff 
counter sacrifice" in a dead lost position on 
move 27. Bxf6+. 27...gxf6 28.Qxf6+ Kc7 
29.Qe7+ Kc8 
28.Bxh4 gxf2+ 29.Kxf2 Rf8 30.Qxf8+ Kxf8  
(MB) Although this endgame is technically 
winning for black, it can be hard to prove 
against a strong player. 
31.Bg3 Qh6 32.Ke2 Qc1 33.Be1  
(MB) Black should aim to push his G-pawn 
sooner rather than later. 
33...Qf4 34.Nd1 Qg4+ 35.Kd2 Qf3 36.Ne3  
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(MB) Now that white has managed to get his 
Knight to e3, a draw is possible, as he has close 
to achieved a fortress-like setup. 
36...g6 37.a3 Ke7 38.Bh4+ Kd7  
(MB) A draw was agreed, as it is hard for Black 
to make any progress. He would like to push his 
G-pawn down the board, but as he only has one 
piece to white's three, any time that a square is 
defended twice the pawn cannot move there, 
making it very hard to prove any advantage. 
½–½ 
 
Braunlich, Tom (2214) 
Hulsey, Mark (2151) [E92] 
Rozsa Trophy 2023 Jenks, OK (1), 27.01.2023 
[Notes by Max Barnes (MB) / Joe Veal (JV)] 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3 0–0 5.e4 d6 
6.Be2 e5 7.d5 [(JV)- The Petrosian Variation of 
the KID.] 7...a5 8.Nd2  
(TB Comments; This is a relatively recent way to 
approach this variation. The old way was 8.Bg5 to 
slow Black's kingside play, followed by castling 
kingside, with queenside expansion coming for 
white. But, as Mark said after the game, Kasparov 
had shown how to deal with that for Black.) 
8...Na6 9.h4!?  

 

[(JV)- Braunlich's h4 put Mark to a tough 
choice (allow White to play h5, or block it 
and possibly never attaining the f5 break). 
Hulsey blocked but he had issues generating 
the typical KID counterplay.] 
9...h5 10.Nf1 Nc5 11.f3  
 (MB) White's most common move here is 
11. Bg5. By playing f3, White defends the 
e4 pawn, while also creating the long-term 
opportunity of moving g2–g4 to start an 
attack. 
11...Bd7 12.Be3 Qe7 13.Qd2 Rfb8  
14.0–0–0  

 
(MB) By playing 14.0–0–0, white has made 
his attacking intentions clear on the 
Kingside. The game will now be a race; 
White will try and breakthrough on the G 
and H files, and black will try to 
breakthrough on the A and B files, and 
whoever does so faster will most likely win. 
14...Kh7   (MB) 14... c6 is an improvement, 
as time is of the essence here. Black's idea 
here is to move his knight to g8 and 
potentially trade Bishops on h6; however, 
14... Kh7 is a little too slow. 
(JV)- NM Hulsey was wanting to seal off 
Kingside counterplay before undertaking 
Queenside play. Engine suggests 14...c6 but 
after 14...c6 15.dxc6 bxc6 16.Qxd6 Qxd6 
17.Rxd6 Ne6 Black is scrambling for drawing 
chances. 

(Tom B comments: Mark explained after 
the game his original intention here had 
been to gambit the exchange with 14...b5!? 
15.cxb5 Qe8!? followed by taking twice on 
b5. However, he decided it needed 
preparation to work. (i.e., perhaps play 
...a4...a3 first). Of course, the engine 



 

6 

sneers at this exchange gambit as no good, but in a 
practical game it might have been worth trying. 
Instead, he tries to stabilize his kingside defenses 
first, but said he regretted that later, as he never 
gets the chance for the sac.) 
 
15.Bg5 [(JV)- This is a natural move that does not 
spoil the advantage, but the engine suggests g4 as 
more to the point.   [15.g4 hxg4 16.h5!?] 
15...Qf8 16.g4 

 
16… Ng8 17.gxh5  
(MB) White's advantage is clear; he has made a lot 
of progress in the direction of Black's King. 
17...Ne7  (JV)- A strange move, but Black has 
issues. If 17...gxh5 18.Ng3 wins the h-pawn with the 
attack coming.  At this point, Black is dead lost as 
long as Tom is patient. 
18.hxg6+ Nxg6 19.h5 Nf4 20.h6 Bh8 21.Ng3  
(MB) Although 21. Bxf4 may "win a pawn," allowing 
Black's h8 bishop the open a1–h8 diagonal is 
definitely not worth it, as then Black's attack on the 
Queenside becomes much more menacing. 
21...Nh3 22.Be3 Nf4 23.Nh5 a4 24.Rdg1 Ng6 
25.Ng7 a3 26.b3  
(MB) By playing b3, white has stopped all of Black's 
attacking ideas. There just aren't enough Black 
pieces helping on the Queenside to break through. 
26...Qe7  

 

 

ANDREW BROWNE 
Winning over $3500 at the North American 
Open is a long overdue impressive success 
for the Class A player. See story page 17. 



 

 

White to move and win.   (Medium) 
 

White to move and win.   (Medium) 
 

Answers Next 
Page 

27.Bg5 f6 28.Be3 Rg8 29.Nf5 Qf7 30.Bf1  
(MB) White is rerouting his pieces to their best 
possible squares, slowly preparing a 
breakthrough on the Kingside (possibly through 
Bf1–h3–g4–h5, if allowed) 
30...Ne7??  

 
31.Rg7+ 
 
(MB) Ending the game on the spot. After 31... 
Bxg7 32. hxg7+, Black will either get mated or 
have to sacrifice his queen with 32... Qh5. A 
very well-played game by Braunlich, with a nice 
tactical finish. 
1–0 
 

Hulsey, Mark (2151)  
Paolercio, Anthony (2076)  [B81] 
Rozsa Trophy 2023 Jenks, OK (2), 28.01.2023 
[Max Barnes (MB) / Joe Veal (JV)] 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 
[(JV)- Pao's choice of the Scheveningen is new, 
instead of the Sveshinikov.  He allows NM Hulsey to 
play the dangerous Keres Attack.] 6.g4 h6 7.g5 hxg5 
8.Bxg5 Be7 9.h4  
 (MB) 9. h4 stops Black's idea of 9... Nxe4 10. Bxe7 
Nxc3 11. Bxd8 Nxd1 
9...a6 10.Bg2 Nbd7 11.Qe2 Qc7 12.0–0–0  
 (MB) White has a nice central space advantage with 
good attacking chances. 
12...Rb8 13.f4 b5  
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(1) 1. Rxh6+! gxh6  2. g7!! (the move that’s hard to see). Whichever way Black takes it there is a 
mate with the queen:  2…Bxg7 3. Qh4+ and mate OR 2… Kxg7 3. Qg6+ and mate. 
 
(2) 1. Rc6+!  (Vacating the c7 square for the bishop!) 1… Bxc6 2. Nc5+, Ka5 3. Bc7 mate. 

14.e5!  
 (MB) Improving the g2 bishop which now aims at 
the c6 square. 
14...dxe5 15.Nc6! Rb6  
 (MB) Although saving your rook from attack is 
natural, best was 15... b4, as the Knight is 
stronger than the rook anyway. By playing 15... 
Rb6, White is given a nice tactic. 
16.Nxe7 Kxe7  

 
17.Rxd7+!  
(JV)- NM Hulsey just showed why he was a 2350+ 
player for decades. 14. e5! and 15. Nc6! began a 
very strong attack that was capped off with a 
brilliant 17. Rxd7+!! 
17...Kxd7  
(JV)- One beautiful variation is 17...Qxd7 18.fxe5 
Kf8 19.Qf2 Rb8 20.exf6 g6 21.Rd1 Qc7 22.Qc5+ 
18.fxe5  
(MB) White threatens to play Rd1+, when black 
has almost no options for his king against the well-
coordinated attack. 
18...b4 19.Rd1+ Ke8 20.exf6 gxf6 
(MB) If 20... bxc3, 21. fxg7 cxb2+ 22. Kb1 is 
decisive, as gxh8=Q+ and Qe5! are serious threats 
that are unable to be addressed. 
[20...bxc3 21.fxg7 cxb2+ 22.Kb1 Rg8 23.Qe5!] 
21.Nd5 Qg3 22.Nxf6+ [(MB) Mate is inevitable.] 
22...Kf8 23.Rd8+ Kg7 24.Rxh8 Kxh8 25.Qh5+ 
Kg7 26.Qh6#    1–0 

Braunlich, Tom (2214) 
Amburn, Thomas (2200) [E94] 
Rosza Trophy 2023 Jenks, OK (3), 28.01.2023 
[Notes by TB] 
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3 0–0 5.e4 d6 
6.Be2 Nbd7  
This is the original way to play the King's Indian, 
coming back into popularity recently with a 
book by GM Bologan promoting it with many 
new ideas. 
7.0–0 e5 8.Be3  
Tom pointed out that 8.Re1 is the other main 
move here, with the main point that the line 
8...exd4 9.Nxd4 Re8 can be comfortably met by 
10.Bf1. 
8...Ng4 9.Bg5 f6 10.Bh4 Nh6  
Amburn's choice of defense has worked well. I'm 
out of the book already, except I'm aware that 
now 11.d5? would transpose to a poor form of 
the Gligoric variation. 
11.dxe5 dxe5 12.b4 c6 13.Qb3  

 
13…g5!  
Joe Veal commented here, "NM Amburn's 13..g5 
was a novelty where only 13...Nf7 with a slower 
regrouping of Kingside forces in the databases." 

But I think Amburn's decision here is best. Does 
Black really have time for a 'slower regrouping?' 
White is all set for strong penetration own the 



 

9 

 

Visit  ochess.org 

d-file. Black needs some counterplay with ...f5, 
and to get it he needs to break the bishop's pin 
on the diagonal.  With the center more open it is 
more risky -- but still 13...g5 and a quick ...f5 is 
what I was expecting as best for black. My 
computer thinks in either case white is 
significantly better; so if I was Black I'd want to 
stay active here too. 
14.Bg3 f5 15.exf5 Nxf5  
Suddenly after these forced moves the computer 
changes its digital mind and thinks black's 
position is not so bad after all! Yes, he has made 
some kingside weaknesses, but in return he gets 
very active play and has the d4 outpost for a N; 
and meanwhile white's B on g3 is not happy. 
16.c5+ Kh8 17.Rad1?  
 

 
Here Joe Veal correctly points out I should have 
played 17.Bd3! to trade off Black's powerful N. 
The computer then gives sharp equality after 
17...Nxg3 18.hxg3 a5 19.a3 e4!;  

Instead after my 17.Rad1 I suddenly realized I 
was in big trouble. The funny story here is that 
my sister Anita had come to spectate this game, 
and since she does not play chess, she said she 
could only tell what was going on by watching my 
expressions and body language. Apparently at the 
point I was grimacing in pain, because it was only 
now that I realized Amburn could put the 
hammer down on me with 17...g4! 18.Nd2 
(18.Nxe5? Nxg3) 18...h5! Embarrassing my bishop, 
and apparently I must resort to 19.f3 h4 20.Bf2 
g3 21.Be1 (see diagram next column) 

 
(Analysis Diagram) 

and here the N would have been so strong 
he should keep it rather than forking my 
rooks, maybe playing ...a5, etc.  

The computer says this possibility was only 
a slight edge for Black, but during the 
game I thought I might be lost. 
17...Qe7  
Fortunately for me, Tom made an 
automatic move here (getting out from the 
pin on d-file to stop white's threat Bxe5.) 
18.Rfe1   [18.Bd3 was still correct.] 
18...g4 19.Nd2  

 
19…Nd4  
19...h5! still was best and a good chance 
for Black here, setting White some  

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14… 
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 FM RYAN AMBURGY WINS FIRST IM NORM 

 
 
With an impressive 7-2 score, Ryan won the Robert Byrne Memorial IM Norm Tournament, 
held January 18-22, 2023, in Napirville, Illinois, to earn his first IM norm. Three norms are 
required in tournaments with international players of at least nine rounds. It’s a big step to 
the International Master title. Games will be in the Okie Database Update.  

 

TRY THIS RETROGRADE PUZZLE 
 
 

 

Here’s an unusual type of chess puzzle that is a 
delight to solve.  
 
It is not a “mate in X” problem; instead, it involves 
“retrograde analysis.”  
 
Your task is to use logical deduction to 
FIGURE OUT HOW THIS POSITION COULD 
POSSIBLY ARISE AFTER BLACK’S 9th MOVE.  
 
It is possible to do it with legal moves – but there is 
only one way. 
 
Put on your Sherlock Holmes hat and figure it out! 
To get you started, ask yourself two questions: 
• “What did Black’s pawn capture on the f6 square?” 
• “How did Black’s king and queen ‘switch places’?” 
 
The answer is on page 17 
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In the late Summer of 1922, the Tulsa 
Chess Club created what must be one 
of the strangest publicity promotions 

for chess ever attempted. 
They played a six-week-long public exhibition 
game in the front display window of the 
Rexall Drug Store downtown, contested by 
two of the club’s best players, J.R. Cole and 
Eugene Hennig. 

The goal was to draw public attention in the 
Oil Boom city to the new chess club, which 
was anxious to find a permanent club home 
they could keep open seven days a week — 
and it succeeded! 

How did this exhibition work? They cleared 
the space in front of the drugstore window 
and set up a chessboard table and chairs, 
with a big sign for the Tulsa Chess Club 
displayed which said the players would make 
one move per day — at noon. A vertical 
demonstration board of some kind was set up 
beside it to show the current position to 
viewers outside. 

Each day at noon the players would come and 
make a move while a small crowd of 
businessmen and women gathered outside on 
their lunch hour, coming down from the 
surrounding buildings. The spectators would 
stand in the warm Indian Summer weather on 
the sidewalk, near a line of dreary-gray 
Model-T Ford cars, to watch the game’s 
progress, perhaps discussing the position a bit 
before dispersing to continue their day. 

The Tulsa World newspaper published several 
articles about it at the start and about once a 
week would publish an update on the 
progress of the game written by A.V. 
Bourque, a club member. 

 
The stated purpose of this unique exhibition 
was to raise awareness for the Tulsa Chess 
Club in an attempt to increase the 
membership further, so that they could afford 
to move from their current meeting room at 
the Downtown YMCA (at Fourth and 
Cincinnati), which was just a shared meeting 
room, to a permanent club meeting space 
which could be open seven days a week. 

 
Original site of Tulsa Chess Club was in this YMCA building in 
1922. Note the “Model T” cars parked in front. 

The Tulsa Club had been very active since 
1920, and in 1921 they had raised money to 

The REXALL WINDOW CHESS EXHIBITION, TULSA, 1922 
By Tom Braunlich 
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bring young Sammy Reshevsky to do a 
simultaneous exhibition in Tulsa (where the 
boy played 30 players and won all games). 
(See the article on this in the May 2017 OCM). 

That event had raised a lot of awareness for 
the club, but Bourque stated that the club 
remains “hampered in its activities through 
the lack of suitable quarters as a clubroom.” 

The exhibition was more than just a publicity 
stunt. Spectators were invited inside the drug 
store to sign the club’s address book kept at 
the cigar counter, to indicate their interest in 
joining the club — and all that signed up were 
invited to a public meeting to be held soon 
after the conclusion of the Rexall game, in 
the auditorium of the Chamber of Commerce 
building.  

Before discussing what happened at this 
crucial meeting, let’s take a look at what 
happened in the game: 

Cole, J.R. 
Hennig, Eugene  
REXALL Window Exhibition Game 
French Defence.    Aug 22.1922 to Oct 2, 1922 
[Notes by TB] 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.f4 
c5 6.dxc5 Nxc5 7.Bd3?! [Cole plays the 
opening carelessly.] 7...Nxd3+ 8.Qxd3 Nc6 
9.a3 Bd7 10.Nf3 f6 11.exf6 Qxf6  

 
12.f5? [Cole opens the center while his king 
is still uncastled, and pays the price.] 

12...Ne5 13.Nxe5 Qxe5+ 14.Be3?  

[Losing material. Perhaps 14.Kd1!? Qxf5 
15.Qxf5 exf5 16.Nxd5 0-0-0 17.Bg5 White 
is still in the game, though Black is much 
better.] 

14...Bc5+ 15.Ke2  

Clever. This is meant as a trap. 

 
15...Bc6!  

This move shows that Black is a very good 
player. The vast majority of players would 
have quickly played the fork: 15...d4 only 
to be shocked by 16.Qe4 which rescues the 
piece for White, thanks to the exposed 
black B on c5. (Although even then Black is 
close to winning after 16...Qxf5).  

Instead, black calmly renews the threat of 
...d4, and Cole can only delay the 
inevitable loss of a material for a while. 

16.b4 Bb6 17.b5 Bd7 18.Kf3  

This is capitulation, leading to a losing 
endgame. But the alternative was to lose a 
piece, now that Black's B is no longer on 
c5. [18.fxe6 Bxe6 19.Rae1 d4 20.Qe4 Qxe4 
21.Nxe4 dxe3+] 

18...Bxe3 19.Qxe3 Qxf5+ 20.Ke2  

[20.Kg3 Qg6+! 21.Kf2 0-0+ 22.Kg1 is 
perhaps even more hopeless for white.] 

20...Qxc2+ 21.Qd2 Qxd2+ 22.Kxd2 0-0  

Hennig wins it with quite a lot of flair! 

23.Ke3 Rac8 24.Rac1 Rc4 25.Kd3 Rfc8 
26.a4 e5 27.Kd2 d4 28.Ne4 Rxa4 
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29.Rxc8+ Bxc8 30.Nd6  

 
30...e4! 31.Kc2  

[31.Nxc8? Ra2+ 32.Kd1 Ra1+ wins the rook] 

31...Be6 32.h3 Ra2+ 33.Kb1 e3 34.Nxb7 d3 
35.Nc5, d2!  

A nice finish to the game that must have 
pleased the spectators. White resigned, since 
if 36.Nxe6 e2 37.Kxa2 e1=Q and the queen 
will mop up.    0-1 

Afterward, on the following Tuesday 
evening, what the Tulsa World described as a 
‘well-attended meeting’ occurred at the 
Chamber of Commerce to discuss the future 
of the club. In addition to the club’s existing 
members, many new players (including 
beginners) had been drawn by the exhibition 
game publicity. The group discussed mainly 
the proposal to find a new permanent home 
for the club, and what features it needed. A 
committee consisting of several local 
businessmen including William Garrett, J.L. 
Lockwood, and Henry H. Theisen (as well as 
Hennig and Cole) was appointed. 

By December 1922 an article by Bourque 
announced the club had found a permanent 
home, on the 2nd floor of the Cole Building 
downtown (at 5th and Boston), saying, 

“… For the first time in the history of the 
city, chess and checker players have a 
place, fully equipped, comfortable and 
accessible where they can indulge their 

liking for these two ancient and 
honorable games. Accommodating 60 
players at a time, steam heated and open 
any hour of the day, the new clubrooms 
fill a long-felt want, a fact which 
enthusiasts were quick to recognize and 
there has hardly been a lull in the play in 
the afternoons and nights since the rooms 
were secured.” 

Tuesday nights at the club were designated 
as the main meeting night, but another 
evening was for beginners’ instruction, and 
another night for studying openings. 

Such a club with permanent facilities, open 
daily, has not really been achieved in Tulsa 
since this one time, over 100 years ago; and 
would still be envied today. No doubt the 
oil money pouring into the city in the 1920s 
fueled much of this chess growth, to make 
a club worthy of the growing city.  

What happened to this club? 

I am still researching that. By December 
1922 the club had contacted other clubs in 
the state and had announced they would 
host a state championship tournament in 
1923. This would be the first state title 
event in 10 years. 

Harold Brown and I are still researching the 
years 1923-46, now that Tulsa World papers 
for those years are finally available online. 

However, the Tulsa club may have lost its 
‘permanent’ home quickly, in less than five 
years. In 1928 the Cole Building was torn 
down, I believe, in order to make room for 
the new “Philtower” building, a modern 
art-deco skyscraper. This opulent building 
is famous in that genre and is now on the 
national list of historic places.  

So, the club would have lost that home, 
and one wonders if they had been able to 
replace it, or what would have been the 
effect of the Stock Market Crash in 1929. I 
hope to answer these questions in a later 
history article… 
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difficult choices. 20.Nc4 h4 I had a fuzzy "plan" 
to sacrifice a piece in that case, but I was quite 
unsure about it. 21.Bxg4 hxg3 22.hxg3 reaching 
a very unclear position in which I'd have two 
pawns and a rather open black king in return 
for the piece. I know from personal experience 
in the past that Amburn is great at squashing 
fuzzy attacks like that, so anything might have 
happened. Of course, the computer calls this 
position equal... 
20.Qb1!  
[Now I'm ready to meet ...h5 with Qg6! So 
White is now better, despite black's N on d4.] 
20...Nf6 21.Bd3! Nd5!  
I was expecting this pawn sacrifice. In return 
Black gets a very strong center, and I was still 
very uncertain of my position. 
22.Nxd5 cxd5 23.Bxh7 Nf5  
Joe suggests 23...Qg5. Both Tom and I thought 
that 24.Qg6 would be a strong reply to that, 
forcing a queen trade. But Black has 
compensation after 24...Qxg6 25.Bxg6 e4!  
24.Bxf5 Bxf5 25.Qb3 Rad8 26.Nf1!  
White is better now, putting pressure on Black's 
hanging pawns, forcing them to advance. 
26...d4 27.Nd2 Be6 28.Qb1 Bf5 29.Ne4 Qf7 
30.Qb2 Bxe4?  

Tom thought this undesirable move was forced, 
to prevent Nd6, but it loses. I felt he was 
disgusted with his play at this point and seemed 
to lose interest in the rest of the game, as he 
played this quickly. Instead, an interesting last 
try would have been an exchange sac... 
30...Qe6 31.Nd6 Rxd6!? 32.cxd6 Qxd6  

 
(Analysis Diagram) 

GAMES CONTINUED… He would have 2Bs and central control for the 
piece, and forced me to figure out how to 
activate my rooks. The computer thinks it's +1.5 
winning for White, but I don't think it would 
have been easy to win.] 
31.Rxe4 Qf5 32.Qe2  
The g-pawn falls and it's hopeless. He didn’t 
feel like playing it out. 
I think I dodged a bullet in this game almost as 
much as in the Zelnick game (in which I was 
also dead lost). 
1–0 
 
 
 

Here is a treat… 
David Stewart gifted us with insightful 
chess comments from the point of view of a 
new-to-tournaments adult player in one of 
his first events, and the kind of challenges 
the game presents him. I found it very 
interesting and invite other players to 
submit annotated games… 

Roshan Valentine (496)  
David Stewart (713) [B70] 
Holiday Open 2022 lichess.org (3), 
18.12.2022 
[Annotations by David Stewart] 
 
 —A bit about my state of mind for this 
game, I was furious with myself for how 
badly I had played Round 2, and decided 
that, if I was playing Black and saw 1. e4, I 
would play the Sicilian, which I have not 
played more than once in a serious game (I 
had messed around some against bots and 
with a friend at work, but nothing serious). 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6  
[This is the line I play against the Open 
Sicilian, looking to go into the Dragon.] 
3.Bb5+  
[I'm out of Sicilian theory here, but I do see 
this idea often enough in the Catalan that I 
know what to do.] 
3...Bd7 4.Bxd7+  
[I have two choices of recaptures here, 
either the Knight or the Queen. The Knight 
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generally is supposed to go to c6, so I don't 
think that's the right way to recapture, so I 
chose the Queen.] 
4...Qxd7 5.Nc3 Nf6  
[I'll develop and see where we're going.] 
6.d4  
[I was a bit surprised to see this, but I'm not 
unhappy to get into more of the Open Sicilian, 
because that's what I have a better (though 
still very vague) understanding of.] 
6...cxd4 7.Nxd4 g6  
[This is still some kind of Dragon, isn't it?] 
8.0–0 Bg7 9.Nf3 0–0 10.e5  
[This move just seems wrong. I don't see what 
White is trying to accomplish here except 
maybe trading off the Queens? - DMS] 
10...dxe5 11.Qxd7 Nfxd7  
[Taking back with this Knight because the 
other Knight still belongs on c6.] 
12.Nd5  
[Looking at e7 and c7, but Nc6 stops both of 
those "threats" cold.] 
12...Nc6 13.Rd1  
[Fighting for the open file is a good idea. I 
ought to do it, too.] 
13...Rfd8 14.Nc7  
[Pointless. I was going to play Rac8 anyway, 
although I was looking at playing e4 first.] 
14...Rac8 15.Nb5  
[This Knight has no real purpose on b5, and a6 
might be a good idea, but why should I spend 
a move helping my opponent fix his 
problems?] 
15...e4 16.Ng5  
[Once again, the Knight has no real purpose 
on this square. Let's take stock of the position 
here. White has a Bishop and a Rook doing 
nothing at all, back rank problems (partially 
BECAUSE of the Bishop), and his two Knights 
are uncoordinated and serving no purpose. 
Meanwhile, Black has completed the initial 
deployment of pieces, has harmonious piece 
coordination, and is up a pawn (at least for 
now).] 
16...Nde5  
[I think Nc5 is better, keeping an eye on the 
e4 pawn.] 
17.Rxd8+  
[White has to do something about the 
immediate Mate threats on the back rank. 

This also removes another of White's few 
developed pieces from the board.] 
17...Rxd8  
[Continuing with the cheeky mate threat on 
d1.] 
18.Bf4  
[The only reasonable square for the Bishop. 
Be3 runs into Nc4, which might have been the 
best move here anyway because of the double 
attack on b2.] 
18...h6  
[My thoughts here are to force White's pieces 
back and push the attack.] 
19.Nxe4  
[Material is even, but wouldn't you rather play 
the Black pieces in this position? Black has 
better piece coordination and development, 
everything is active and has a purpose, unlike 
White's passive Rook and Knight out in no-
man's land on b5.] 
19...a6 20.Nc7  
[This is a terrible place for the Knight. Not 
only is it not doing anything useful or taking 
away any options for me, but I might be able 
to trap it.] 
20...g5  
[Keep rolling back White's pieces.] 
21.Be3 Nc4 22.Nc3  
[I'll take the B vs N imbalance here.] 
22...Nxe3 23.fxe3 Nb4 24.Rd1  
[I'll trade down, because I like my chances in 
this endgame. I have better pawn structure, 
the Bishop vs Knight is superior when there 
are targets on both sides of the board, and I'm 
about to go up a pawn.] 
24...Rxd1+ 25.Nxd1 Nxc2  

 
[OK. I'm up a pawn in a N+B vs 2N endgame. I 
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think I'm winning this one because I can more 
easily take advantage of White's weaknesses.] 
26.Ne8? Be5  
[The Knight is trapped, and Kf8 completes 
the job.] 
27.Nf2 Kf8 28.Nd3  
[A good try to save the Knight, but Bb8 keeps 
the piece.] 
28...Bb8 29.Nf6 exf6 30.Nc5  
[Possibly Be5 here is better, to not allow Nd7 
forking K and B, but I'll still have the knight 
trapped after Ke8 or Ke7.] 
30...Nxe3 31.Nd7+ Ke8 32.Nxb8  
[Possibly I should bring my King immediately 
to trap the Knight, but I think I'm still OK 
with forcing the passer.] 
32...f5 33.Kf2 Nd1+ 34.Ke1 Nxb2 35.g3 Kd8 
36.Kd2 Nc4+ 37.Kd3 Nd6  
[Picking up another pawn and saving my 
Knight.] 
38.Kd4 Kc7 39.Kd5  

 
39...Kxb8 
[I'll get the Knights off the board, and White 
can't stop me from forcing a passed pawn and 
promoting.] 
 
(TB comments: A very dangerous remark! 
We all have a tendency in a tense game to 
release the tension and take a short cut to 
an easier position we think we know how to 
win by playing an inaccurate move to achieve 

it. Often this is okay.  
But BEWARE when you try to do that by 
trading down into a King and Pawn ending! 
They are tricky, and even GMs will tend to 
avoid them if they can. It is quite common 
that trading down to K+P is a big mistake. 
It turns out here that David's judgment of 
this ending is correct.  
But a much simpler way to have won was 
39...Ne8. This completes the win of the 
trapped knight Black has been playing for, 
and makes the win even easier, retaining a 
margin for error. On e8 the N covers all 
entry squares for White, and would 
probably make most players resign right 
here.) 
 
40.Kxd6 f4 41.Ke7  
[I expected gxf4 gxf4, but this is fine, too. 
The rest of the game pretty much plays 
itself.] 
41...f3 42.h4 f2 43.hxg5 hxg5 44.Kxf7 
f1Q+ 45.Kg6 Qf2 46.a4 Qxg3 47.a5 Qf3 
48.Kxg5 Kc7 49.Kh6 Qg4 50.Kh7 Kd7 
51.Kh8 Ke7 52.Kh7 Qg5 53.Kh8 Kf7 
54.Kh7 Qh5#  
0–1 
 
 

DOWNLOAD THE UPDATE TO THE 

OKIE DATABASE  

On 

www.ochess.org 
and view all these annotated 

games in your pgn player. 

The Okie Database contains over 
17,000 Oklahoma games, dating 

back over 100 years. 
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31st Annual HOLIDAY OPEN DRAWS RECORD 78 PLAYERS 
 
The Holiday Open has been the end-of-the-chess-year tradition in Oklahoma since Jim Berry 
started it over three decades ago. Usually held on the Saturday between Christmas and New 
Year’s Day, this year however Xmas fell on a Saturday, so the date was moved up to December 
17, hosted again at the Harvard Avenue Baptist Church in Tulsa, and directed by Harold Brown 
and Jim Berry; assisted by David Stewart, Chris Dooley, and Tom Braunlich. 

Previous years averaged around 40-50 players, but this time we had over 70 advance entrants, 
and I was worried we’d get 100! I actually went out and bought three more tables for the 
church as I was worried we wouldn’t have enough! With 78 players however, everything was 
fine in the tournament gymnasium room, although it was overcrowded in the rooms we have for 
skittles play and analysis. Harold says 78 — including lots of parents — is somewhat too much 
for the church venue and he’ll think of ways to limit this in the future if this level of turnout 
persists. But according to Chuck Unruh turnouts are way up at tournaments all over the USA.  

Ten players were playing in their first event, which is always nice to see.  

Upsets abounded in the games. The Open Section was a tie between Viraj Singh, Joe Veal, 
and Max Barnes with 3½ out of 4 points. Viraj looked particularly sharp, with a fine win over 
Jerry Casteel. Garrett Hunt also had a big round 1 upset over Anthony Paolercio. 

The U1300 section — dubbed the “Future GMs” Section by Jim Berry this year — saw Ezra 
Dubé, Kipp Opperman Jr., and Milam Dobbins score a perfect 4 out of 4 points to tie for first 
place. All three of them are new players still with ‘provisional’ ratings, but showing great 
improvement already.  Proceeds from this tournament went to support OCA. 

Results are here. Photos below by Rebecca R. 

  
Left: Jim Berry, originator of this tournament and former USCF President, in play on board 3. In 
the background is Anthony Paolercio. 

Right: Key last-round game between Viraj Singh (left) and Maxwell Barnes. 

Solution to Retrograde Puzzle: To reach the diagram after Black’s 9th move with legal 
moves, the game went:  1. e4, b6 2. Qf3, Ba6 3. Qf6, exf6 4. e5, Ke7 5. e6, Kd6 6. e7, Kc6 
7. e8=Q, Kb7 8. Qe2, Kc8 9. Qd1, Bb7. 
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 EN PASSANT… 
News of the deaths of two well-liked Okie 
chess players dimmed our spirits this month. 

  
Jerry Coffee 1944-2023       Richard Ravits (1952-2022) 

Jerome Edward (Jerry) Coffee passed 
away on January 24. He was from Ardmore and 
played four times for the Oklahoma team in 
the RRSO, plus many other events. 

He served in the army in the early 1960s, 
earning the marksman medal, stationed in 
Germany. He married in the 1970s and moved 
to Ardmore in search of construction work to 
support his family with two daughters. He was 
a truck driver for years and later was a long-
time security guard for businesses in the 
Ardmore area. He was also an avid hunter and 
fisherman but still found time for chess too 
among his many interests. Full obituary here: 
https://www.ardmoreite.com/2023/01/24/jerome-coffey/ 

Richard Ravits, age 70, passed away actually 
a year ago and no chess players noticed it until 
Shaun Graham recently found out and 
informed me. Richard was a long-time avid 
player in Tulsa, a fixture at clubs and events 
since the 1970s. He had the reputation of 
being a quiet and reserved man, which seems 

strange since he was a lawyer — a sole 
practitioner with an office near downtown 
Tulsa. (He had been graduated from Duke 
University in 1974 and then the University of 
Tulsa Law School, 1982, admitted to the 
Oklahoma Bar in 1982).  

But Shaun had a different impression of him 
than mine, “… I wish I had reached out to 
Ravits more; he was a really good guy. He 
drove me to one of my first tournaments, 
and we won an Oklahoma Team 
Championship together.  My heart is so 
wounded.  … But as Sinclair Lewis said, "NOW 
is always a fact that cannot be dodged", and 
so Now always matters. … I wish Richard had 
just a little bit more of the Now. …” 

Ravits did something rare for a chess player.  

He raised the level of his game significantly 
later in life, in his forties. For some 20 years 
he was a solid “Class C” (1400+) player and I 
remember encountering him often in Tulsa 
events. Then apparently, he got serious 
about his game because he rather quickly 
shot up to 1700+ in the 90s, with the biggest 
jump coming from the 1994 New York Open 
where he finished in 4th place in the U1800 
section, jumping way over 1600 for the first 
time. It stayed there and actually continued 
to go up as he played typically in all the local 
Tulsa tournaments, finally reaching a peak of 
1758 as recently at 2016. That’s impressive. 

He will be missed… 

 

TWO OKIES SCORE BIG AT 
NORTH AMERICAN OPEN in LAS 
VEGAS, December 26-30, 2022 
Andrew Browne tied for 1st in the U1900 
section with a fine 6-1 score, winning $3550. 

Shaun Graham also had a great event, tying 
for 5th place with 5½ points, also in the 
U1900 section and earning $560.  

Full cross table here: 

https://chessevents.com/event/northameric
an/2022/standings/u1900 

 

 

 

 



 

19 

Amburgy, Ryan (2360) 
Braunlich, Tom (2214) [E90] 
Rozsa Trophy 2023 Jenks, OK (4), 29.01.2023 
[Tom B (TB) / Max Barnes (MB) / Joe Veal (JV)] 

(MB) A very back-and-forth game between the 1st 
and 2nd place finishers which ended peacefully. 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0–0 
6.h3  

(JV)- The backstory behind this game is that FM 
Amburgy's choice of the Early h3 Variation of the 
KID was because he was trying to avoid NM 
Braunlich's prep in the Gligoric Variation (which 
Ryan usually has played before). Amburgy's choice 
worked, and led to a significant advantage... 

6...e5 7.d5 a5 8.Be3 Na6 9.g4  

(MB) White will aim to play on the Kingside. 

9...Nd7  

 
10.a3  

(Tom B) — This move is the latest wrinkle in the 
theory of this line, and caught me unaware of the 
subtleties here, at the end of my memory. It shows 
how well Ryan knows his openings, as he played it 
quickly although lots of other moves have been 
played here but this appears to be the best -- 
preventing black from now going 10...Ndc5 due to 
the reply 11. b4! So, I was unsure what to do now:  
play for ...c6 or ...f5? I thought if I didn't play f5 

now I might never be able to, even though it 
would be a gambit... But actually Black doesn't 
need to panic, and has many options.) 

10...f5?  

(MB) This move is a bit rushed. It opens up Black's 
king prematurely, and White can comfortably take 
here. 

11.gxf5 gxf5 12.exf5 Nf6 13.Rg1 Kh8  

 
14.Nh4  

(MB) Better is to defend the pawn via 14. Bd3. 
White's night is perfectly happy on f3, and could 
look at moving from f3 to g5 to e6 at some point. 

 (JV)- In order to play 14. Bd3, one has to find 
14.Bd3! e4 15.Nxe4 Nxe4 16.Bxe4 Bxb2 17.Ng5! 

14...Nc5 15.Bxc5!?  

(Tom B) - I was happy to see this exchange 
because I thought if I could survive the next 10 
moves then his weakened dark squares would give 
me great counterplay.) 

15...dxc5� 16.Qf3    [16.Bd3!?] 

16...e4 17.Qg3  

 
17…Rf7  
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(Tom B) - The computer points out 17...Ne8! 18.0–
0–0 Bf6! hitting the knight on h4 is a great idea I 
totally missed, but turns the tables to black 
advantage here. 

18.Be2  

(MB) 18.0–0–0 was a bit of an improvement, as 
after 

18...Bh6!  

(MB) It will be very hard for white to castle 
anytime soon. 

19.Qe5 Qd6  

(MB) This move offers to trade queens into a 
mostly locked position, where white may be 
slightly better, but it is hard to prove anything. 

20.Qxd6 cxd6 21.Nb5 Bf4=  

 
22.a4!  

(Tom B) - Take note of this move by Amburgy. It's 
the kind of move that IMs and GMs make when 
trying to win in a roughly even position -- It "asks a 
question" to the opponent by setting a problem to 
solve. In this case, I have to deal with white's little 
idea of Ra3–b3, and how to get my development 
finished as well. Black's problem here is that he 
can't play ...Bd7 without unprotecting the c7 
square and allowing White to jump in with Nc7–e6, 
which would be curtains. Titled players are always 
posing problems to the opponent like this!) 

22...b6 23.Ra3 Ba6 24.Rb3 Bxb5 25.Rxb5 Rb8 

(Tom B) -This was the plan I found to answer the 
question. First, I have to protect this pawn since if 
25...Nd7? 26.Rg4 wins. Step 2 is to trade a pair of 
rooks with ...Rg7, and then I'll be able to play 
...Nd7 to free up my other rook to enter the 
game. I began to feel optimistic finally here.) 

26.Kf1 Rg7 27.Rxg7 Kxg7 28.Ng2! Be5 29.Ne3 
Nd7 30.Bd1!  

(Tom B) - He asks me another "question" -- how 
to deal with the idea of Bc2 attacking my e-
pawn?)] 

30...Bd4! 31.Ke2  

(MB) White would like to try and attack the e4 
pawn before Black has the opportunity to target 
the weak f5 pawn. 

[31.Bc2 Bxe3 32.fxe3 Re8=] 

31...Kf6 32.Bc2 Ke5 33.Rb3 h5 34.f3 exf3+ 
35.Kxf3 Rg8  

 
(MB) Now that Black's King and Rook have gotten 
to active squares, his position is slightly better. 

36.Ng2 Kf6! 37.Nf4 Ne5+ 38.Ke2 Nxc4 
39.Nxh5+ Ke5 40.Rg3 Rxg3 41.Nxg3  

 
41…Nxb2  

(MB) White has two weak passed pawns, and 
black has one well defended passed pawn and is 
threatening to make another one with Kxd5. This 
game could easily go either way. 
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[41...Kxd5? 42.Bb3!] 

42.Kf3 Kxd5 43.Kg4  

 
(Tom B)- The ending has gone my way, but even in 
a worse position Ryan keep posing me serious 
problems -- how will I deal with his king entering 
my kingside and escorting his passed pawns in? My 
own pawns look healthier, but currently my juicy 
d-pawn is frustrated by two black pieces blocking 
it! To make matters worse for me, I was down to 5 
minutes on my clock but Ryan still had 40; and he 
was blitzing his moves to keep the pressure up.) 

43...c4  

(Tom B)- I fail this last test. In view of my 
previous comment, strongest here was to free the 
d-pawn immediately by 43...Bf6! 44.Kh5 Ke5! 
Seems obvious now, doesn't it? I think I was 
concerned about 45.Ne4 Kxf5 46.Nxc5+ , but that 
is ridiculous because I don't need to grab that 
pawn and allow the discovered check I can just 
push my d-pawn there, 45...d5, which is close to 
winning.  

Instead I came up with a convoluted plan to first 
block his bishop with ...Nd3 before clearing my d-
pawn, overlooking a tactic. 

 

44.Kg5 (MB) White chooses to go on the offensive, 
realizing that playing passive defense will not be 
enough against Black's queeside mass. 

44...Nd3 45.h4  

(JV)- Amburgy made 2 small inaccuracies that 
allowed Braunlich the advantage -- missing 43. 
Nh5 and 45. Bb1. 

45...Be3+ 46.Kg6 Nf4+ 47.Kh7  

 

 
47…Ke5?  

(MB) Although Ke5 looks extremely natural, it is 
a missed win. Bf2! would seize the advantage, as 
white has no good place to put his Knight, and 
his h pawn will be doomed. 

(Tom B)- Yes, after 47...Bf2 48.f6 Bxg3 49.f7 
Ne6! is the move I totally missed, winning after 
50.Bf5 Nf8+ 51.Kg7 Bxh4 — as Ryan pointed out 
after the game.) 

48.h5 Bf2 49.Ne4 Bh4 50.h6 d5  

 
51.Nd2!  

(Tom B)- This was the hole in my plan! Tricky 
knights strike again! Only now did I realize he 
was threatening fork with Nf3. He gains a 
tempo.) 

51...Bf6 52.Nf3+ Kd6 53.Kg8?   [53.Nh2!?] 

53...d4?  

(MB) Similarly to 47... Ke5, the natural move 
swings it from better to equal again. 53... Ke7! 
improves, as it stops Kf7, and after a later d4, 
Nf3–d2 will no longer threaten taking c4 with 
check, and Black's pawns will be able to roll. 
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[53...Ke7 54.h7 d4 55.h8Q Bxh8 56.Kxh8 d3 
57.Bd1 c3 58.Ne1 Kf6! and here white loses 
despite the extra piece, mainly because his K is 
too far away to help. (TB) 

54.Kf7 Bh8 55.Nd2!=  

 
55…d3  

(Tom B)- With 3 minutes left, and determined not 
to lose on time to Ryan as is my usual habit, I had 
a tough decision to make here. My original 
intention here had been 55...c3 56.Ne4+ Ke5 But 
suddenly I panicked then that after 57.Nf2 my 
pawns were blockaded and his h-pawn might run! 
I had visions of it queening somehow. So instead, I 
chose a forcing line where my pawns stay fluid, at 
the cost of a pawn. 

56.Nxc4+ Kc5 57.Bb3 Kb4 58.Ba2 Kxa4 
59.Nxb6+ Ka3  

(Tom B comments: this quick sequence of moves 
gained me some precious time on my clock and an 
extra passed pawn as a resource.) 

60.Be6  

(Tom B)-  I was more worried about the study-like 
move 60.Bb1!? here, as I had a vague thought that 
60...Kb2 (60...d2? 61.Nc4+) 61.Bxd3! might win 
for White. The computer confirms however that it 
also ends in a draw, just barely: 61...Nxd3 62.Kg8 
Bd4 63.Nc4+ forking my last pawn 63...Kc2 
64.Nxa5 Nf2 65.h7 Ne4 66.Nc6 Ba1 67.Nb4+ Kb3 
68.Nd5 Kc4 69.f6 Nxf6+=] 

60...Kb4 61.Nc4  

[The only move.] 

 
61...Nxe6  

(Tom B)- Here I was satisfied now to find a 
forced draw so I didn't look at the more 
ambitious move 61...a4 which the compy says 
would have forced white to find 62.Nd2! Kc3 
63.Nf3 d2 64.Nxd2 Kxd2 65.h7 a3 66.Kg8 Nxe6 
67.Kxh8! a2 68.Kg8 a1Q 69.h8Q and according 
to the compy, Black doesn't have a win here! 
That would have been fun. Instead, we had for 
a queen endgame in which Black will get a 
perpetual. 

62.fxe6 Kxc4 63.e7 d2 64.e8Q d1Q  

 
(MB) And the ending is drawn. 

65.Qc8+ Kb3 66.Qb8+ Ka2 67.Qxh8 Qd7+ 
68.Kg6 Qg4+.   (Perpetual.) 

½–½ 
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FEB 11-12, 2023   2023 LEAP YOUR RATING     Wichita, KS          
5-SS; G/100,d10; Hilton Garden Inn Wichita Downtown, 401 E Douglas Ave, Wichita, KS 67202; HR$124. Two 
Sections: Open and Reserve-U1600.  Prizes: $2000 based on 80 entries. Open: $400 -$300 - $200 - $100; U2000 - 
$100; U1800 - $100 Reserve (U1600): $300 -$200 - $100; U1200 - $100, U800 - $100. Registration: $58 by February 8 
via online entry at https://www.kingregistration.com/register/lyr2023; $75 late/on-site entry. Schedule: Saturday: 
On-site Reg: 8:30-9:15AM; Rd 1 – 10AM; Rd 2 – 2:30PM; Rd 3 – 7PM Sunday: Rd 4 – 10:00AM; Rd 5 – 2:30PM. Bye: 1 
Half-point bye is offered for any round, if requested before the start of round 2.  Tournament Directors: NTD 
Brian Yang (Chief TD); NTD CJ Armenta. More info: https://new.uschess.org/2023-leap-your-rating 
 
FEB 11, 2023    OSCO (Scholastic):  CLASSEN K-12 OPEN   OKC, OK          
Classen SAS Middle School, 1901 N. Ellison, OKC. Four sections. Full details here: https://www.ochess.org/k12-february 
 
FEB 16-20, 2023   14th Annual SOUTHWEST CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS  Dallas, TX          
9-SS or 7-SS; G/40/80;SD30,d30,d10; Westin Dallas Fort Worth Airport, 4545 W John Carpenter Fwy, Irving TX 
75063. HR: $119. Seven Sections. Master section for 2100+ is 9-SS and FIDE rated. Others 7-SS. $35,000 Prize Fund. 
Questions: chesstour.com, director@chess.us. For full details, online link: https://new.uschess.org/14th-annual-
southwest-class-championships 
 
MAR 24-26, 2023   27th Annual MID-AMERICA OPEN    St. Louis, MO          
5-SS; G/40/80;SD30,d30,d10; Clayton Plaza Hotel St. Louis-Clayton, 7750 Carondelet Ave., St. Louis MO 63105 (I-
64 W/US 40-W Exit 32B, 1.2 miles north on Hanley Rd). Free parking.  $$ 20,000 GUARANTEED PRIZES.  6 
sections: Major:open to 1900/over (see peakrating.us). $2000-1000-600-400, clear win or tiebreak 1st $100 bonus, 
top USCF U2300 $800-400. FIDE. Under 2100: $1500-700-500-300. FIDE. Under 1900: $1500-700-500-300. Under 
1700: $1400-700-500-300. Under 1500: $1200-600-400-300. Under 1200: $900-500-300-200. Top 5 sections 
EF: $123 at chessaction.com by 3/22, $140 online or at site until 1 hour before rd 1. GMs $100 from prize.  U1200 
Section EF: all $20 less than above. Ent: Chessaction.com. Questions: Director@Chess.US, chesstour.com, 
chesstour.info. $15 service charge for refunds.  Entries posted at chessaction.com (click “entry list” after 
entry). Blitz tournament Saturday 9:30 pm, enter by 9:10 pm. More info: https://new.uschess.org/27th-annual-
mid-america-open 
 
MAR 25, 2023    OSCO (Scholastic):  WASHINGTON K-12 OPEN   Norman, OK          
Details TBA. See https://www.ochess.org/osco 
 
APR 8, 2023    OSCO (Scholastic):  2023 OK SCHOLASTIC CHAMPIONSHIPS Edmond, OK          
Details TBA. See https://www.ochess.org/osco 
 
APRIL 15-16, 2023   2023 OKLAHOMA SENIOR OPEN and CHAMPIONSHIP  Stroud, OK          
4-SS; G/90+30; Cattle Country Lodge, 1200 North 8th Ave, Stroud, OK, 74079. Open to all USCF Members who are 
aged 50 and over by April 1.  Top-finishing Oklahoma resident is the 2023 Oklahoma State Senior Champion and 
qualifies to represent state at the 2023 John T. Irwin National Senior Tournament of Champions, held in August at 
the U.S. Open, with a stipend supporting expenses to attend. EF: FREE to Oklahoma residents; $20 to nonresidents 
if received by April 13, $30 if paid at the door. Prizes (all guaranteed): 1st $350, 2nd $200, A: $125 , B: $100, C: 
$100, D/below/unrated: $100. Rds: Sat 10-2:30; Sun 9-1:15. Byes: No 1/2-point byes. Accelerated pairings may be 
used based on number of entries. Bring sets and clocks. Advance registration by April 13 via email 
to hbrown906@protonmail.com. Out-of-state players can mail $20 (must be postmarked by April 10, (see address 
below) or pay $30 at the door. Checks are payable to Oklahoma Chess Association. Mail to: Harold Brown, 9015 
South Maplewood Avenue, Tulsa OK 74137. Registration Onsite: 9-9:45am Sat 4/15. Advance entries will be listed 
on our events page at Swisssys.com Contact:   hbrown906@protonmail.com    
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
Tournaments 

For more information see www.ochess.org 
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By IM John Donaldson 

Four Recent Books from New in Chess 

New in Chess (www.newinchess.com), 
best known for its magazine of the same 
name, has been publishing books since 
the 1980s. Today more so than ever. Its 
recent merger with the Play Magnus 
Group has led to some Chessable courses 
becoming available in book form, a 
welcome innovation. 

New in Chess has always been noted for 
books on a variety of subjects. Its recent 
offerings reflect this. 

The Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the 
World   by Abhimanyu Mishra 

From Ukraine with Love for Chess by 
Ivanchuk, Ponomariov and others 

The Most Exciting Chess Games Ever by 
Steve Giddins 

King’s Kalashnikov by Daniel King 

The Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the 
World   — It's fitting that the first book 
on the youngest Grandmaster of all time 
should be by the youngest chess author 
of all time for players rated over 2000 
(11(!)-year-old Oliver Boydell wrote a 
chess book in 2020). 13-year-old 
Abhimanyu Mishra, who was less than 
12½ when he became a GM, is the 
current record holder in both categories. 
He traces how he achieved this 

monumental feat, trimming two months from the 
record established by Sergey Karjakin almost twenty 
years ago, in The Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the 
World (203 pages, $24.95). Twenty-seven carefully 
annotated games accompany the prose narrative in 
this portrait in time of the rising young star. 

From Ukraine with Love for Chess — One of the 
strongest chess nations of the 21st century has been 
Ukraine with gold medal finishes in the 2004 and 
2010 Olympiads and a near miss in 2016. Its women 
have been even more impressive, both individually 
(two World Champions) and collectively (team gold in 
2006 and 2022). Some of this nation’s best games can 
be found in From Ukraine with Love for Chess (207 
pages, $20) by Ivanchuk, Ponomariov and others. This 
anthology is filled with beautiful chess, the proceeds 
go to support Ukrainian charities and it is attractively 
priced. You can’t go wrong with that combination. 
Buy a copy! 

The Most Exciting Chess Games Ever (201 pages, 
$24.95) by Steve Giddins is a different kind of 
anthology. The last twenty years New in Chess 
magazine has interviewed a prominent chess 
personality each issue. Among the questions asked is 
what was the most exciting chess game you ever saw. 
With beauty lying in the eyes of the beholder the 
candidates run the gamut from savage attacks to 
subtle positional play. Steve Giddens had the difficult 
job of whittling down the candidates to 45 games and 
he succeeded with flying colors. This is the rare book 
that can be given to chess players of any strength, 
and they will love it.  

King’s Kalashnikov Sicilian by Daniel King (192 
pages, $30) is a book version of the English 
Grandmaster’s Chessable (www.chessable.com) 
course and the transition to paper has been most 
successful. This attractively produced hardback book 
is generously laid out with the analysis easy to 
follow. A gifted teacher, King has produced an 
opening book on 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
e5 for non-professional players that is accessible, 
without being dumbed-down. One way he has done 
this is by giving catchy names to key maneuvers to 
reinforce the learning process. For example …Be7-d8 
-b6 is the bad-bishop bounce.  King’s approach is a 
model for how opening theory should be presented to 
players in the 1800-2200 range.  

 

 

 

 

 


